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Date: 4™ June 2009

Dear Sirs,
The Crown Inn, Scotland Road, Carlisle

I am a Stanwix resident & have been a regular at the Crown Inn for
several years.

I read the article about the Crown in the Evening News & Star on 2™ June
2009. In my opinion the complaints & alleged incidents referred to have
been exaggerated & distorted. I personally have never been or felt
threatened or intimidated in or around the vicinity of the pub.

I hope Gemma & Danny are given the opportunity to embark on their
new venture.

Yours sincerely,

%ﬂﬂ“ﬁ“f

Brian Murphy

10 Grosvenor Court, Stanwix, Carlisle, CA3 91x
telephone : 01228 531882 mobile : 07968 729 373 email : bhmmurf@aol.com



Mr K. M. Hall
56 Knowe Park Avenue
Stanwix
Carlisle
CA3 9EL
Alcohol Licencing Authority
Carlisle City Council
Civic Cenire
Catdlisle
CA3 8QG
4" June 2009
Dear Sirs,

I am writing after reading an article in the Evening News and Star on 2™ June 2009 indicating
that a review of The Crown Inn, Stanwix Licence is taking place on 9" June 2009. | would be
grateful if you would take my comments into account during the review.

1 am a Personal Licence Holder. My Licence Number is PA714. | have also been a regular
customer of The Crown Inn, Stanwix for 27 years.

The article in The News and Star described a pub that | do not recognise during all the fime that
I have been a customer of the premises. | do recognise that there have been some incidents
that have occurred, both recently and with al! of the previous managers, and can advise that
the new managers have barred any persons involved since they have taken over responsibility.
However, the implications made in the newspaper article were greatly exaggerated in my
opinion, and if true would actually mean that my friends and | would not continue to frequent the
premises. We are all professional people who could not afford to be associated with a “den of
iniquity”.

| befieve that The Crown Inn makes a positive contribution to the community of Stanwix and
deserves to continue to be allowed to do so.

Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss my comments further.

Yours faithfully

KM Hall.

K M Hall



39 Bowscale Close
Stanwix

Carlisle

CA3 oLJ

4 June, 2009

To: The Chairperson and Members of the Licensing Commitiee
Dear Sir(s) and/or Madamy(s):

Re: The Crown Inn, Stanwix, Carlisle

Recent articies in the locat press have portrayed the Crown in @ way that bears little resemblance to the
pub that [ frequent. )

| have been a regular at the Crown for over twenty years and it always has been, and still is, a good
pub. ltis a pleasant place to relax and unwind with friends in a safe and friendly environment. Indeed, |
know several pecple who quite often travel from other parts of the city to have a drink in the Crown.

I have never had to walk through broken glass, or vomit, on entering, or leaving, the Crown and | never
feel threatened in, or around, the pub. To get to and from the Crown | have to walk by way of Etterby
Street and | feel as safe doing this now as | did two, five, or even ten years ago.

Because the pub is in a residential area, smokers are asked o use the beer garden at the rear of the
pub rather than going out onto the street. There are also notices in the pub requesting customers to
keep noise to a minimurn when using the beer garden and when leaving the pub, out of respect for
people living nearby.

It is dlear to me that, in both words and deeds, there is a dear determination on the part of the new
management and their staff to adhere to the principles that make for a good, traditional, local pub. In
my opinion, they are succeeding.

Sincerely,

o Bothe

lan Bestfie
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Dear Sir,
With regards to the recent articles about the Crown pub in Stanwix, please allow me to

attempt to put the vilification of the establishment on a more even footing. Having worked in
Carlisle & lived in Stanwix for the last 8 years, and the Crown being my local, I do feel qualified in
making observations.

Yes, things changed after the new management took over. Janet & Paul the previous
managers were very popular, but the new owner had personality differences with a extremely small
minority of local residents, & one in particular, many of which pre-dated the take over of the pub,
rather than the actual day-to-day life of the pub. The police say that call outs soared at an alarming
rate after the take over. It would be interesting to examine the police records of the number of calls,
when made, and attributed to which phone numbers. As a retired Fire officer, I know they have the
technology to track numbers. It would be also interesting to find out upon how many occasions were
the call outs a waste of time.

Reference was made in a previous article to a massed brawl at a kareoke night. I played a
major part in the running of that evening. The facts are it was a properly set up charity evening for
Breast Cancer awareness, with many high class prizes for raflle, a singing competition, etc. At the
end of the evening, trouble started when a particular group were asked to leave, along with
everybody else. 3 rather large male thugs then decided to give Julie Brown, the licensee a good
hiding, & ordinary people then attempted to defend her. The brawl escalated from there. The police
first responded by sending a number of female officers from the Land of Lilliput ! Had the initial
response have been more normal, out of the 16 members of the trouble causing group, the arrest tally
would have been higher than the 3 persons actually caught. (and later prosecuted)

To return to the complaints made, the main reason people now stand outside any pub (walk
down Botchergate on any evening) is the No Smoking law. It is actually up to the individual where
he wants to go to smoke, providing it is not inside the premises. As for people wading through litter
etc., this is probably the largest exaggeration made by any ‘resident’ I have ever seen in print. The
litter is no worse or better than any time in the last 8 years. Ht is interesting & strange that a local
shopkeeper actually remarked to me, after the first article was published, ‘Is this the same pub as
described in that article ?° He had seen no evidence of the claims made.

It would be nice to see this statement in print, to show that mean-minded mincrity groups
don’t always get exclusive coverage, with no fear of adverse comment on their actions.

Yours Sincerely.
Steve Lee.

Stanwix.

For the attention of the editor, & keve@cngroup.co.uk.

B EldorT RoAD
St i\ X~

CAZLSLE
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38 Etterby Street
Stanwix
CARLISLE

CA3 9JB

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL

The Licensing Committee

4 June 2009

Dear SirfMadam
The Crown Public House, Scotland Road, Carlisle.

| have been a Stanwix resident for over twenty years and have worked in
Stanwix for nineteen years. | believe the claims in the News and Star have
been somewhat exaggerated; such as people having to wade through broken
glass, rubbish and half empty drinks left in the street. This situation is no
worse than when Mr and Mrs White were proprietors of The Crown.

| feel it wouid be grossly unfair not to give Gemma Brown a chance to put
things right, she has only recently taken over and already there has been an
improvement, she has removed the cordoned off seating area outside the
front of the pub and stopped the live bands. ' You should also take into
consideration that with the smoking ban being brought in customers have to
go outside to smoke and that has contributed to the noise levels increasing
outside the Crown which is a situation that Mr and Mrs White never had to

contend with.

I trust you will look at this matter with a balanced view
Yours sincerely

f,‘:"

»

K g /'. w‘,«>’/‘£‘/u -
Paul Brady &
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| RESTRICTED (when complete) enm

WITNESS STATEMENT

CJ Act 1967, s.9; MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005 , Rule 271

URN | 03 | XA 09

Statementof: JAYNE SPENCER

Age if under 18: OVER 18 (it over 18 insert ‘over 18"  Qccupation POLICE CONSTABLE 2020

This statement (consisting of ONE page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and |
make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have wilfully stated in it, anything

which | know to be false, or do not believe to be frue.

Signature:\iﬁ?{‘ff\gc,(z D Date: o f ~ ;:jc'

-

Jick if witness evidence is visually recorded E’ (supply witness details on rear)

I am JAYNE SPENCER police constable 2020 of Cumbria Constabulary currently based at The Citadel
CARLISLE. On MONDAY 20™ APRIL 2009 1 was on uniformed mobile patro! in CARLISLE. At 21:15 hours
attended The Crown Pub, Scotland Road in Carlisle after a report from ambulance control of a male having

been assaulted and was unconscious.
Upon arrival at the scene the a male | now know to be Andrew BLENKINSOPP was being atiended to by

paramedic on the floor within the bar area. At this time he had began to regain conciousness. | spoke:with ¢
number of witnesses and a member of bar staff, Daniel ATKINSON informed me that there had been ar
argument between BLENKINSOPP and a male he knows fo be Mark HAMILTON. HAMILTON had thrown ¢
drink over the male and during a scuffle BLENKINSOPP had fallen over a stool and banged his head off the foo
bar. ATKINSON has then asked HAMILTON to leave the premises which he did prior to arnbulance and pofice
r ving.

A number of other withesses also stated there had been some sort of verbal altercation that started in the bee
garden, followed by HAMILTON punching BLENKINSOPP and then dragging him into the premises shouting tc
get out of the pub. Once inside at the bar he has then thrown a drink over him and durihg the scuffle
BLENKINSOPP has fallen over something causing him to hit his head on a foot bar. This has caused him f¢
loose conciousness and whilst on the ground HAMILTON has kicked him a number of times before leaving the
premises.

During the incident the staff | spoke with were Daniel ATKINSON and Gemma BROWN. Both were helpful an¢
gave accounts of what'they saw and their full details. | later spoke with Julie BROWN who although had no
seen any of the incident as she was working in the kitchen she wished to give her opinion about the injurec
party and seemed perhaps biased towards the offender. | did not speak with her husband lan Brown at the time
but did speak to him at a later date to try to obtain CCTV which he informed me was broke. | was also of the
opinion that he was friends with the offender and was perhaps biased in his opinion of what had occurred.
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it has since been suggested that the Offender, Mark HAMILTON has been asked by lan BROWN to give them ¢
hand/throw people out/act like doorstaff when they require him. This would perhaps be the reason why during
the altercation it is said that HAMILTON has dragged him in from the beer garden and been shouting ‘GET QU1

OF THIS PUB'.
| was not aware and did not speak to the designated premises supervisor Alison Boyd at anytime during the

investigation.
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WITNESS STATEMENT
CJ Act 1967, s.9; MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, Rule 27.1

Age if under 18:.. .S & ... (Fover 18insert 'over 18) Occupation: 1 EofRietne

This statement (consisting of  page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and
I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, ! shall be liable to prosecution if | have wilfully stated in it,
anything which | know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded [ | ' (supply witness details on rear)
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WITNESS STATEMENT

CJ Act 1967, s.9; MC Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a} and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005 , Rule 27.1

URN | 03

Statementof. Timothy Jack PRANGNELL

Age ifunder 18: Over 18 (ifover 18 insert ‘over 18)  Qccupation: Police Constable

This statement (consisting of two page(s) each sighed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and
belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if | have wilfully
stated in it, anything which | know to be false, or do not believe to be true.

Signature: Date: 2™ June 2009

Tick if witness evidence is visually recorded [N (supply witness details on rear)

I am Police Constable 1343 of the Cumbria Constabulary stationed at Carlisie Police station.

| transferred to Cumbria Constabulary in September 2008 and since that time | have had occasion
to attend at the public house known as THE CROWN’, SCOTLAND ROAD, STANWIX, CARLISLE,

in the course of my patrol duties.

One such occasion was on the 5™ October 2008 when at 0008 hours 1 attended a report of ten
persons fighting outside the pub. On arrival | located five persons outside who had clearly been
involved in some form of physical confrontation. They were breathless, dishevelled and anxious not
to talk to Police. | was informed that the licensee, a male named lan BROWN had, with his female
partner, been ejecting a person from the premises when other customers had become involved in
trying to assist and disorder had occurred resulfing in several persons being injured. However all
persons concemned declined to cooperate and the female licensee seemed anxious to play down
the incident. As a result of the complefe denial of any criminal offences and with no complaints from
any other source nor any corroborating evidence such as CCTV, no further Police action was taken
in respect to this incident. A wheel brace was found upon the fioor after those persons concerned

had departed, which was disposed of.

After that date | can recali two occasions in the early part of 2009 when | have been approached by
members of the public reporting that they had concerns about customers from THE CROWN’

standing outside.the, premises drinking from pint glasses on the pavement. This seemed to have
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Continuation of Statement of Timothy Jack PRANGNELL

occurred when they had been outside the premises smoking. The issue seemed to be that in doing
so they were causing an unnecessary obstruction on the pavement and were intimidating fo persons
trying to pass by. Both occasions were during the early afternoon. One female stated that she felt
too frightened to pass by as she had two young children with her and she claimed that on a
previous occasion she had been abused and had a drink thrown at her. This had not been reported
to the Police. On both occasions | have shown a visible Police presence in the area which has
caused those persons tc re-enter the public house. | have not on either occasion spoken to the

licensee due to operational commitments.

On Monday 20™ April 2009 | was on uniformed mobile patrol when at 2115 hours | attended ‘THE
CROWN'’ foliowing a report from ambulance control of a male having been assaulted within the
public house. He was reported as being unconscious in the bar area.

On arrival | saw a male | now know to be Andrew BLENKINSOPP being given first aid by two
customers in the bar. He was on the floor and unconscious. Paramedics arrived and treated the
male before converying him to A&E. Two members of staff, a Daniel ATKINSON and a Gemma
BROWN, came outside to speak to me. Whilst in conversation with ATKINSON and BROWN | was
informed that HAMILTON was a regular customer and he had been involved previously with ‘pufting
people out’ from the pub if they needed removing. On this occasion this had gone wrong and
BLENKINSOPP had ended up getting knocked to the floor where he had struck his head upon the
footrail at the base of the bar. HAMILTON had then fled the scene.

While | found the staff on this occasion to be open and honest as to the ongoings, it seemed
unusual that they were so accepting of help from customers who are clearly intoxicated. | would
expect them to call Police to assist in the removal of unwanted persons, rather than resolve things

internally. | formed the opinion that they were nervous or unwilling to challenge these persons and
that they would rather allow them to ‘police’ themselves.
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