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Summary:
This report sets out the position regarding the production of a Management Plan for the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) Act 2000 (S.89) placed a statutory duty on local planning authorities to act jointly to produce management plans for AONBs within their boundaries.  These plans should formulate the policies of local authorities in relation to their AONBs, and the objectives and actions of the plans should be used to that end.  
Recommendations:
That Executive considers the draft Solway Coast AONB Management Plan and refers the Management Plan to Council for adoption at the 5th May meeting.
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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
1.1
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) have been confirmed by the Government as having the highest status of protection in relation to landscape and scenic beauty, alongside other nationally designated areas such as National Parks.  

1.2  The Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW) Act 2000 (S.89) consolidated and strengthened legislation on AONBs and placed a statutory duty on local planning authorities to act jointly to produce management plans for AONBs within their boundaries.  These plans should formulate the policies of local authorities in relation to their AONBs, and the objectives and actions of the plans should be used to that end.  

1.3 Local authorities are responsible for planning policy and development control within AONBs.  Regional Spatial Strategies along with Local Development Frameworks provide the planning policies for the AONB.  

1.4 The Solway Coast AONB Management Plan:

· highlights the special qualities and enduring significance of the AONB and the importance of its landscape features, and identifies those that are vulnerable to change;

· presents an integrated vision for the future of the AONB as a whole, in the light of national, regional and local priorities, regardless of administrative boundaries;

· sets out agreed objectives which will help secure that vision;

· identifies what needs to be done, by whom and when, in order to achieve these objectives;

· stimulates action aimed at helping people to discover, enjoy and understand the local landscape and its natural and cultural features;

· identifies actions which will help support those economic and social activities which in themselves contribute to the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.

1.5 The plan is not intended to be a panacea for all the problems which local communities might face.  Nor is it intended to duplicate or replace other statutory plans which affect the area.  It is, however, the only document with a focus on the whole of the Solway Coast AONB, and is primarily focused on the statutory purpose of the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty.
1.6  Executive Report DS.08/10 sets out a draft Management Plan for the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which has been developed in Partnership through the Solway Coast AONB Joint Advisory Committee.
2. CONSULTATION

2.1 The draft plan went out for public consultation between 17th February and 31st March 2009.  The plan was accompanied by the Strategic Environmental Assessment.  The consultation documents were available on the AONB website, and hard copies together with CDs were issued to all parish, town and district councils within the AONB.  Copies were also sent to all schools, TICs and AONB partnership members.  Press releases and articles were also issued.  During March 2009 three evening meetings were held throughout the AONB, with one at Burgh by Sands village hall.  

2.2 In addition, the Management Plan and the SEA were sent to the statutory consultees Natural England, English Heritage and the Environment Agency.  An Appropriate Assessment was also carried out under the Habitat Regulations, in association with Natural England, to ensure that the Management Plan will not impact on the significant wildlife value of the designated European Habitat sites in and adjacent to the AONB.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1
That Executive considers the draft Solway Coast AONB Management Plan and refers the Management Plan to Council for adoption at the 5th May meeting.
4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1
To ensure sufficient weight and consideration is given to the Management Plan when it is used in decision making, as it will impact on future priorities within that part of the district.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – The AONB Partnership is supported by staff from the Local Plans and Conservation section and is funded from within Local Plans and Conservation Section budgets.  

· Financial – The Management Plan is one of the Core functions funded by the joint working arrangements from existing Local Plans and Conservation budgets

· Legal – The legal requirements for a Management Plan are established through the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

· Corporate – The Management Plan will assist in ensuring a high quality environment for the “Greener” aspect of the Council’s priorities.

· Risk Management – The lack of adequate Management Plan may impact upon Core Funding and project funding provided in partnership by Local Authorities and Natural England.

· Equality and Disability –  None

· Environmental – The AONB provides a high quality landscape and environment which will be improved by the provision of the Management Plan.

· Crime and Disorder – None

· Impact on Customers – The Management Plan will establish clear priorities for the work of the AONB Partnership and provide clearer information for customers. 
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