DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

FRIDAY 1 FEBRUARY 2002 AT 10.30 AM

PRESENT:
Councillor Collier (Chairman), Councillors Fisher L, Guest, Hodgson B, Joscelyne, McDevitt, Miss Martlew, Morton, Mrs Parsons (as substitute for Councillor Jefferson), Prest G, Mrs Rutherford (as substitute for Councillor Mrs Bradley) and Rutherford K. 

ALSO

PRESENT:

Councillors Mrs Bowman and Firth attended the meeting and spoke, as Ward Councillors, in connection with application 01/1047 (removal of existing Flat Roofed Car Port, internal alterations and two storey extension to front of dwelling to create Dining Room, Garage and enlarged Bedrooms, Windyke, 10 Houghton Road, Houghton, Carlisle).



Councillor Guest spoke as Ward Councillor in connection with application 01/1055 (change of use from Dwelling to Guest House and from Greengrocers to Café, 81 Ashley Street and 1 Newtown Road, Carlisle).


Councillor Mrs Parsons spoke, as Ward Councillor, in connection with application 01/0867 (erection of Agricultural Workers Dwelling on land adjacent to part field 7900, Brocklewath Farm, Great Corby, Carlisle)

DC.4/02
WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting those members of the public who were present.

DC.5/02
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs Bradley and Jefferson.

DC.6/02
AGENDA

The Chairman commented that, since Mrs Adams had registered an intention to speak and was present at the meeting, Agenda item A.3  - minor amendment to application 01/1001 for single storey extension to 6 Longlands Road, Stanwix, Carlisle would be considered as the first item of business. 

DC.7/02
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings held on 31 October, 2 November, 12 and 14 December 2001 were agreed as a correct record of the meetings and signed by the Chairman.

The Minutes of the site visit meeting held on 30 January 2002 were noted.

DC.8/02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Miss Martlew declared a non‑pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in respect of application 01/0840 (Insertion of windows into existing openings, No. 3 Barrel House, Caldew Maltings, Carlisle).

Councillor L Fisher declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in respect of application 01/1055 (Change of use from Dwelling to Guest House and from Greengrocers to Café, 81 Ashley Street and 1 Newtown Road, Carlisle).  It was also noted that 

the persons named “Fisher” who had submitted correspondence as detailed within the Supplementary Schedule were no relation to Councillor Fisher or his family.

Councillor Mrs Parsons declared a pecuniary interest in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 1972 in respect of applications 01/0788, 01/0787, 01/0869 and 01/0870 regarding Holme Eden Abbey and land adjacent to Walled Gardens, Holme Eden, Warwick Bridge, Cumbria.

Councillor G Prest declared a non‑pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in respect of application 01/1100 (Erection of replacement Dwelling and Garage, together with creation of vehicular access and extension of garden into adjacent field (revised proposal), Chapel Cottage, Newtown, Irthington, Cumbria).

Councillor B Hodgson declared a non-pecuniary interest in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct in respect of application 01/1113 (Erection of 29 no. Bungalows on land adjacent to Kingrigg, Morton Park, Carlisle).

DC.9/02
*MINOR AMENDMENT TO APPLICATION NUMBER 01/1001 FOR SINGLE STOREY EXTENSION TO 6 LONGLANDS ROAD, STANWIX, CARLISLE
The Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.8/02 concerning a minor amendment to planning permission 01/1001 for the erection of a single storey extension at 6 Longlands Road, Stanwix, Carlisle, which had been dealt with under delegated powers.  He also drew Members attention to an e‑mail received from the applicants dated 31 January 2002, copies of which had been circulated.

The Director provided details of the original proposal upon which no objections had been received.    An amendment  was submitted on 3 January 2002 seeking to reposition the back door of the kitchen extension from the north elevation of the extension to the west elevation.  In the new position the door would face onto the side of number 4 Longlands Road, being approximately 1.1 metres from the boundary.  In response to consultation, the occupier of number 4, Mrs Adams, had submitted a written objection to the proposed amendment and suggested alternative locations for the door.

He added that at present both numbers 4 and 6 Longlands Road had doors which opened on the side of the house.   It would therefore seem highly unlikely that an unreasonable loss to amenity would occur from the repositioning of the approved position of the door in accordance with the minor amendment applied for.

Mrs O Adams (Objector) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the amendment.

The Chairman drew attention to a letter dated 22 January 2002 received from John Lyon, Chartered Architect and Planning Supervisor (the applicants’ Agent) suggesting that any problem of overlooking may be resolved by raising the fence height from 1.4 metres to 2.0 metres immediately adjacent to the door position.  He asked whether, by way of a compromise, that would be acceptable to Mrs Adams.  Mrs Adams confirmed her agreement to that proposal.

RESOLVED – That the amendment to application number 01/1001 for a single storey extension to 6 Longlands Road, Stanwix, Carlisle be allowed, subject to the height of the fence being raised from 1.4 metres to 2.0 metres immediately adjacent to the door position.

DC.10/02
*CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT AND ADVERTISING

RESOLVED – That the applications referred to in the Schedule of Applications under Sections A, B, C and D be approved/refused/deferred subject to the conditions as set out in the Schedule of Decisions attaching to these Minutes:-

(a)
Removal of existing Flat Roofed Car Port, internal alterations and two storey extension to front of dwelling to create Dining Room, Garage and enlarged Bedrooms, Windyke, 10 Houghton Road, Houghton, Carlisle (Application 01/1047)
Mr J O Taylor, Secretary, Houghton Road Residents Association (Objector) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the application.

Mr D Little, HTGL Architects (on behalf of the Applicant) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee in support of the application.

Two Ward Members attended the meeting and made representations to the Committee against this application.

RESOLVED – That the application be approved, subject to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Decisions attaching to these Minutes.

(b)
Retention of Existing Dwelling, Bay Tree House, Plains Road, Wetheral, Carlisle (Application 01/1126)
The Director of Environment and Development indicated that Counsel’s advice was being sought and therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred. 

Mr R Taylor, Taylor & Hardy (Objector) and Mr B Armstrong Payne, Armstrong Payne Associates (on behalf of the Applicants) were present at the meeting but, in the circumstances, indicated that they wished to reserve the right to speak at the next meeting.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred pending the receipt of advice from Counsel.

(c)
Variation of Conditon no. 4 attached to Planning Consent Ref. no. 01/0512 to allow 12 months for the completion of additional works, Bay Tree House, Plains Road, Wetheral, Carlisle (Application 01/1127)
The Director of Environment and Development indicated that Counsel’s advice was being sought and therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred. 

Mr R Taylor, Taylor & Hardy (Objector) and Mr B Armstrong Payne, Armstrong Payne Associates (on behalf of the Applicants) were present at the meeting but, in the circumstances, indicated that they wished to reserve the right to speak at the next meeting.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred pending the receipt of advice from Counsel.

(d)
Construction of Dining/Function Hall with Kitchens, Teachers’ Retreat and Ancillary Accommodation on site of partially constructed Chapel, Greensyke Farm, Cumdivock, Dalston, Carlisle (Application 01/1013)
The Director of Environment and Development indicated that the Highway Authority considered that the proposals were likely to generate a significant increase in traffic and had requested that a Transport Assessment be provided for approval prior to planning permission being granted.   In addition,

legal clarification was required in respect of the nature of the proposed use, together with details of the scale of previous use(s).  The comments of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took into account the views of the Council’s Access Officer were also awaited.  He therefore suggested that the Committee may wish to defer consideration of this application.

The City Solicitor and Secretary cautioned that, if Members were minded to defer consideration of the matter, no discussion should take place with regard to the application, and failure to adhere to that advice could leave the Council open to judicial review.

It was noted that no discussion took place on the application.

Mr E Harle, Ms M Henderson and Ms M Hardy, Taylor & Hardy (Objectors) were present at the meeting but, in the circumstances, indicated that they would reserve the right to speak until the next meeting.

Mrs P Dalton, Chair, Dalston Parish Council (Objector) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the application.  She commented that there was insufficient information available and the Parish Council would like sight of a plan of the whole site, together with a development brief in order that the full impact of the development could be assessed.  She therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred.

Mr G Searle, Geoffrey Searle Planning and Property Solicitors (on behalf of the Applicant) was present at the meeting and indicated that he would reserve his right to speak until the matter was considered further.   He did, however, stress that the work undertaken to date did not require planning permission.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred in order to seek further clarification on whether the proposed Educational Activity Centre (or any associated element) required planning permission for a change of use, the scale of the previous use(s) of the site, the consideration of a traffic report, to await the observations of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took account of the need for access by disabled people.

(e)
Change of use of Disused Barn to provide two storey accommodation for “Laser‑Tag” and similar indoor activities,  Greensyke Farm, Cumdivock, Dalston, Carlisle (Application 01/1043)
The Director of Environment and Development indicated that the Highway Authority considered that the proposals were likely to generate a significant increase in traffic and had requested that a Transport Assessment be provided for approval prior to planning permission being granted.   In addition,

legal clarification was required in respect of the nature of the proposed use, together with details of the scale of previous use(s).  The comments of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took into account the views of the Council’s Access Officer were also awaited.  He therefore suggested that the Committee may wish to defer consideration of this application.

The City Solicitor and Secretary cautioned that, if Members were minded to defer consideration of the matter, no discussion should take place with regard to the application, and failure to adhere to that advice could leave the Council open to judicial review.

It was noted that no discussion took place on the application.

Mr E Harle, Ms M Henderson and Ms M Hardy, Taylor & Hardy (Objectors) were present at the meeting but, in the circumstances, indicated that they would reserve the right to speak until the next meeting.

Mrs P Dalton, Chair, Dalston Parish Council (Objector) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the application.  She commented that there was insufficient information available and the Parish Council would like sight of a plan of the whole site, together with a development brief in order that the full impact of the development could be assessed.  She therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred.

Mr G Searle, Geoffrey Searle Planning and Property Solicitors (on behalf of the Applicant) was present at the meeting and indicated that he would reserve his right to speak until the matter was considered further.   He did, however, stress that the work undertaken to date did not require planning permission.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred in order to seek further clarification on whether the proposed Educational Activity Centre (or any associated element) required planning permission for a change of use, the scale of the previous use(s) of the site, the consideration of a traffic report, to await the observations of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took account of the need for access by disabled people.

(f)
Construction of above ground Caving System for use by Students, Greensyke Farm, Cumdivock, Dalston, Carlisle (Application 01/1099)

The Director of Environment and Development indicated that the Highway Authority considered that the proposals were likely to generate a significant increase in traffic and had requested that a Transport Assessment be provided for approval prior to planning permission being granted.   In addition,

legal clarification was required in respect of the nature of the proposed use, together with details of the scale of previous use(s).  The comments of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took into account the views of the Council’s Access Officer were also awaited.  He therefore suggested that the Committee may wish to defer consideration of this application.

The City Solicitor and Secretary cautioned that, if Members were minded to defer consideration of the matter, no discussion should take place with regard to the application, and failure to adhere to that advice could leave the Council open to judicial review.

It was noted that no discussion took place on the application.

Mr E Harle, Ms M Henderson and Ms M Hardy, Taylor & Hardy (Objectors) were present at the meeting but, in the circumstances, indicated that they would reserve the right to speak until the next meeting.

Mrs P Dalton, Chair, Dalston Parish Council (Objector) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the application.  She commented that there was insufficient information available and the Parish Council would like sight of a plan of the whole site, together with a development brief in order that the full impact of the development could be assessed.  She therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred.

Mr G Searle, Geoffrey Searle Planning and Property Solicitors (on behalf of the Applicant) was present at the meeting and indicated that he would reserve his right to speak until the matter was considered further.   He did, however, stress that the work undertaken to date did not require planning permission.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred in order to seek further clarification on whether the proposed Educational Activity Centre (or any associated element) required planning permission for a change of use, the scale of the previous use(s) of the site, the consideration of a traffic report, to await the observations of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took account of the need for access by disabled people.

(g)
Change of use from part Dormitory, part Classroom and part vacant roofspace, to additional Dormitory, Teachers’ Rooms and Toilet Accommodation, Greensyke Farm, Cumdivock, Dalston, Carlisle (Application 01/1151)
The Director of Environment and Development indicated that the Highway Authority considered that the proposals were likely to generate a significant increase in traffic and had requested that a Transport Assessment be provided for approval prior to planning permission being granted.   In addition,

legal clarification was required in respect of the nature of the proposed use, together with details of the scale of previous use(s).  The comments of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took into account the views of the Council’s Access Officer were also awaited.  He therefore suggested that the Committee may wish to defer consideration of this application.

The City Solicitor and Secretary cautioned that, if Members were minded to defer consideration of the matter, no discussion should take place with regard to the application, and failure to adhere to that advice could leave the Council open to judicial review.

It was noted that no discussion took place on the application.

Mr E Harle, Ms M Henderson and Ms M Hardy, Taylor & Hardy (Objectors) were present at the meeting but, in the circumstances, indicated that they would reserve the right to speak until the next meeting.

Mrs P Dalton, Chair, Dalston Parish Council (Objector) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the application.  She commented that there was insufficient information available and the Parish Council would like sight of a plan of the whole site, together with a development brief in order that the full impact of the development could be assessed.  She therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred.

Mr G Searle, Geoffrey Searle Planning and Property Solicitors (on behalf of the Applicant) was present at the meeting and indicated that he would reserve his right to speak until the matter was considered further.   He did, however, stress that the work undertaken to date did not require planning permission.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred in order to seek further clarification on whether the proposed Educational Activity Centre (or any associated element) required planning permission for a change of use, the scale of the previous use(s) of the site, the consideration of a traffic report, to await the observations of English Nature and the receipt of revised plans which took account of the need for access by disabled people.

(h)
Insertion of windows into existing openings at No. 3 Barrel House, Caldew Maltings, Carlisle (Application 01/0840)
Councillor Ms Martlew, having declared a non-pecuniary interest in this application, did not speak or vote thereon.

The Director of Environment and Development reported that the applicant had been unable to obtain a statement from VEKA to the effect that the window installation was capable of withstanding hydrostatic pressure of water during a flood and had therefore commissioned Bingham Yates & Partners, Consulting Engineers, to produce a report.  The applicant had therefore requested that consideration of the application be deferred pending receipt of that report. 

Mr A Graham (Applicant) was not in attendance at the meeting. 

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred in order that a report on the installation of the windows may be submitted to and considered by the Environment Agency.

(i)
Erection of Two Storey Extension to provide enlarged Garage with 1 no. En‑Suite Bedroom at First Floor, 93 Tribune Drive, Ashleigh Park, Houghton, Carlisle (Application 01/0854)

Mr Ross and Mr Rogerson (Objectors) were present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee against the application.

Mr G R Stephen (on behalf of the Applicant) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee in support of the application. 

A Member then suggested that consideration of the matter be deferred in order that a site visit may take place. 

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred until the next meeting of the Committee, prior to which a site visit be carried out.

(j)
Change of use from Dwelling to Guest House and from Greengrocers to Café, 81 Ashley Street and 1 Newtown Road, Carlisle (Application 01/1055)
Councillor L Fisher, having declared a non‑pecuniary interest in this application, did not speak or vote thereon.

Mr I Holliday (Applicant) was present at the meeting and made representations to the Committee in support of the application.

A Ward Member was present at the meeting and spoke against the application.

Councillor Morton indicated that he would abstain from voting because he had not been present during the entire debate on the matter.

RESOLVED – That the application be refused for the reasons stated in the Schedule of Decisions attaching to these Minutes.

NOTE - In accordance with Standing Order 17.5, Councillor L Fisher wished it to be recorded that he had abstained from voting.

(k)
Change of use of 1 no. Room from Residential to Office Accommodation for New Business and Creation of 1 no. Parking Space for a Bus, 37 New Road, Dalston, Carlisle (Application 01/1154)
The Director of Environment and Development drew attention to the response of the Highway Authority and, in particular, the condition requiring that the use of the development should not be commenced until the junction of New Road/Dalston Road (B5299) had been improved.  In those circumstances he requested that consideration of the application be deferred.

Mr A E Leslie (Objector) and Mr I Murray (Applicant) were present at the meeting and indicated that they wished to reserve the right to speak until the next meeting.

RESOLVED – That consideration of the application be deferred to enable the Director of Environment and Development to seek clarification of the highway implications.

(l)
Erection of Agricultural Workers Dwelling (outline) on land adjacent to part field 7900, Brocklewath Farm, Great Corby, Carlisle (Application 01/0867)
A Ward Member was present at the meeting and spoke in support of the application.

RESOLVED – That the Director of Environment and Development be authorised to issue approval of the application, subject to a Section 106 Agreement governing the restricted occupation of the building. 

The meeting adjourned at 12.30 pm and reconvened at 1.00 pm.

DC.11/02
*CUMBRIA POLICE AIRWAVE PROJECT

The Committee received a presentation from Inspector B Johnson, Communications Programme Manager, Cumbria Police and Ms S Moore, Communications Manager, O2 on the Cumbria Police Airwave Project.

Inspector Johnson indicated that the existing Police radio frequencies were to be withdrawn in 2005 and that the existing communication system was worn out, had poor coverage and was not a secure system.  Cumbria Police were developing Airwave, which was a new communications system to be used eventually by all the Emergency Services and which had the technology to give users access to the Police National Computer, allow the receipt and transmission of data, was a secure system and would provide better geographic coverage than the existing system.

Ms Moore indicated that O2 had been awarded the contract to provide Airwave in November 2001.  She indicated that Lancashire Constabulary had been a pilot force for the Airwave system and that the pilot had been a success.  The Greater Manchester and Leicestershire Forces had now gone live with the system.

The Airwave system did depend upon a substantial geographic coverage and would, therefore, require a number of base stations and communications masts to be erected within Carlisle.  O2 would be flexible in the siting of base stations and would seek to use existing sites where possible.  However, given the geographic coverage requirements, there would be a need for new sites in or near centres of population.  Any works required would comply with the latest international standards for masts.  O2 would also have particular regard to visual amenity.  Masts would be screened/disguised wherever possible with minimum installations required to achieve optimum coverage.

A pamphlet from O2 giving information on the Airwave Service was distributed to Members.

Inspector Johnson and Ms Moore then answered a number of Members’ questions.

The Chairman thanked Inspector Johnson and Ms Moore for their informative presentation.

RESOLVED – That the presentation be noted.

DC.12/02
*CONTROL OF DEVELOPMENT AND ADVERTISING

The Committee returned to the Schedule of Planning Applications.

RESOLVED – That the applications referred to in the Schedule of Applications under Sections A, B, C, and D be approved/refused/deferred subject to the conditions as set out in the Schedule of Decisions attaching to these Minutes:-

(m)
Erection of 29 Bungalows on Land at Kingrigg, Morton Park, Carlisle (Application 01/1113)

Councillor B Hodgson, having declared a non-pecuniary interest in this application, did not speak or vote thereon.

RESOLVED – That the application be approved, subject to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Decisions attached to these Minutes.

(n)
Refurbishment and adaptation of Holme Eden Abbey to Form 12 Residential Apartments at Holme Eden Abbey, Warwick Bridge, Carlisle (Planning Application 01/0788)(Listed Building Consent Application 01/0787)

Councillor Parsons, having declared a pecuniary interest in the above applications, was not present in the meeting room whilst the applications were determined.

RESOLVED – That, subject to a Section 106 Agreement being completed to the satisfaction of the City Solicitor and Secretary to link the phasing of the two developments, and to the applications being referred to the Secretary of State as they relate to a Grade II Listed Building, the applications be approved subject to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Decisions attached to these Minutes.

(o)
Restoration of Wall and Gardens, Erection of 13 Dwellings Within Walled Garden and Erection of 2 Garage Block with Accommodation Over together with Alterations to Highway Junction on land adjacent to Walled Gardens, Holme Eden, Warwick Bridge, Carlisle (Planning Application 01/0869)(Listed Building Consent Application 01/0870)

Councillor Parsons, having declared a pecuniary interest in the above applications, was not present in the meeting room whilst the applications were determined.

The Director of Environment and Development indicated that an objection to these applications had been made by Cumbria County Council, as strategic planning authority, on highway grounds.  However, the Director pointed out that the Highway Authority was the Highway Agency and they had no objections to the applications.  The Director considered that the Highway Agency's views should take precedence.

The Director further reported on the need to ensure that restoration work to the main building was carried out in conjunction with the erection of 13 dwellings.  The applicants had suggested that 10 dwellings should be allowed before the list of repairs to the main building had to be completed.  The Director considered that 5 to 7 dwellings would be more appropriate.

A Member moved, and it was seconded, that having regard to the fact that the Highway Agency, as Highway Authority, had raised no objections to the applications on highway grounds, that the applications be approved subject to the completion of a legal agreement and to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Applications attaching to these Minutes and to no more than 7 dwellings being erected before the list of repairs to the main building had been completed.

RESOLVED – That, subject to a Section 106 Agreement being completed to the satisfaction of the City Solicitor and Secretary to link the phasing of the development with the implementation of the development authorised by applications 01/0787 and 01/0788, the applications be approved subject to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Decisions attached to these Minutes, and to no more than 7 dwellings being erected before the list of repairs to the main building had been completed.

NOTE – In accordance with Standing Order 17.5, Councillors Guest and McDevitt wished it to be recorded that they had voted against the resolution.

(p)
Erection of new Office Building for 500 staff built in two phases with associated car parking and landscape works at Plot 2 & 3, Baron Way, Kingmoor Park North, Kingmoor, Carlisle (Application 01/0789)

Mr Sheard, Capita dbs, was present at the meeting and addressed the Committee on the application.

RESOLVED – That the application be approved, subject to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Decisions attached to these Minutes.

(q)
Variation of Condition to allow trading between 0800 until 0330 the following day (Friday and Saturday only) at 24 Botchergate, Carlisle (Application 01/0962)


Variation of Condition to allow trading between 0900 until 0300 the following day (Thursday to Sunday) at 26 Botchergate, Carlisle (Application 01/0984)


Variation of Condition to allow trading between 1500 until 0300 the following day (Thursday to Sunday) at 18 Botchergate, Carlisle (Application 01/0985)

The Director of Environment and Development indicated that, whilst the Police had raised no objections to the above applications, they would like to see all takeaways close at the same time.  The Director suggested that the applications be deferred to the next meeting in order for a background report on opening hours for takeaways to be prepared.

RESOLVED – (1)  That consideration of the above three applications be deferred to the next meeting and the Director of Environment and Development be requested to submit a report on closing times for takeaways within the City Centre area.

(2)  That the Director of Environment and Development be requested to invite Sergeant Pannone, Cumbria Police, to attend the next meeting to discuss this issue and he be requested to supply details of incidences of crime/disorder which may have arisen as a result of people frequenting takeaways.

(r)
Erection of replacement dwelling and garage together with creation of vehicular access and extension of garden into adjacent field (revised proposal) at Chapel Cottage, Newtown, Irthington, Carlisle (Application 01/1100)

Councillor G Prest, having declared a non-pecuniary interest in this application, did not speak or vote thereon.

RESOLVED - That the application be approved, subject to the conditions as indicated in the Schedule of Decisions attached to these Minutes.

DC.13/02
SUSPENSION OF COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE

During consideration of Application 01/0789, the City Solicitor and Secretary advised that the meeting had been in progress for 3 hours and, under the Council’s Procedure Rules, would have to be adjourned immediately unless the majority of Members present voted for it to continue.

RESOLVED – That Council Procedure Rule 9 in relation to the duration of meetings be suspended in order that the meeting could continue over the time limit of 3 hours.

DC.14/02
*APPLICATION 01/0735 – REASONS FOR REFUSAL, GHYLL BANK CARAVAN PARK, HARKER, CARLISLE

Pursuant to Minute DC.35/01(c), the Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.11/02 regarding application 01/0735 - Ghyll Bank Caravan Park, Harker, Carlisle which Members had been minded to refuse, contrary to the Officer’s recommendation.

The Director commented that, in accordance with recently agreed procedure, the Decision Notice had not been issued and the matter had been brought back to the Committee in order that the reasons for refusal could be resolved.  He then outlined the background to the application, together with suggested reasons for refusal.

RESOLVED – That application 01/0735 relating to Ghyll Bank Caravan Park, Harker, Carlisle be refused for the following reasons –

1.
The proposed alterations to the pattern of use of the caravan site would result in the establishment of a separate, permanent residential development in a location distinct from any recognised settlement and contrary to Policies H6 and EM13 of the Carlisle District Local Plan.

2.
The proposal involves the establishment of a caravan site to serve the travelling community.  It is considered that there is no established need for further provision of caravan sites to serve the travelling community.  It is further considered that the site is not reasonably accessible to community services, and that the application therefore fails to comply with Policy H20 of the Carlisle District Local Plan.

DC.15/02
*DEVELOPMENT CONTROL STATISTICS – JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2001

The Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.12/02 concerning the DTLR’s latest compilation of statistics in respect of the handling of applications for planning permission.

The City Council’s performance remained creditable with 75% of planning decisions within the quarter being determined within 8 weeks of receipt, a figure bettered in Cumbria only by Eden District Council.    It was noted that the City Council’s performance had dipped from 78% in the second quarter following the loss of one post‑holder and the delay in having her replacement in post.

Measured against the full year ending on 30 September 2001, however, Carlisle remained the best performing of Cumbria’s District Councils with 74% of planning decisions being made in 8 weeks or less, with Copeland and Allerdale next best placed with 71%.

It was further noted that the City Council had received 1188 planning submissions and commented on 20 “County” submissions in 2001.    That was significantly higher than at any time throughout the past ten years and reflected the generally healthy state of the local economy.

Members wished to place on record their appreciation of the work undertaken by Officers of the Development Control Team.

RESOLVED – That the report be received.

DC.16/02
*BA LO GO – INFORMATION UPDATE

The Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.13/02 providing an update in respect of the provision of toilet facilities for disabled people at ground floor level at Ba Lo Go, 2-4 Warwick Road, Carlisle.

The Director indicated that Honeycombe Leisure plc would be undertaking an overall refurbishment of the property at the beginning of 2003.  They were, however, prepared to provide the disabled facilities ahead of that programme, i.e. by the end of September 2002.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted.

DC.17/02
*CODE OF CONDUCT FOR DEALING WITH PLANNING MATTERS

The Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.14/02 concerning proposed changes to the Code of Conduct for dealing with Planning Matters resulting from the new Code of Conduct for Members of the City Council and Parish Councils, scheduled to be adopted by Council in March 2002.

The Director then outlined the amendments which, in the main, concerned achieving consistency with the new Code of Conduct, rather than changing the principles of the Code.

RESOLVED – That the changes to the Code of Conduct for dealing with Planning Matters be noted.

DC.18/02
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public and press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the paragraph number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972. 

DC.19/02
SITING OF STEEL STORAGE CONTAINER ON LAND AT FIELD 3644, CAIRN BRIDGE, HEADS NOOK



(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraphs 7 and 13)

The Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.9/02 concerning the siting of a steel storage container on land adjacent to field 3644, Cairn Bridge, Heads Nook.

The Director reported on the history of the site.

The City Solicitor and Secretary gave legal advice in relation to this matter drawing Members’ particular attention to the potential financial implications should enforcement action be authorised which became the subject of an appeal.

The Committee’s instructions were requested.

RESOLVED – That the City Solicitor and Secretary, in conjunction with the Director of Environment and Development, be authorised to serve all Statutory Requisitions for Information and Enforcement Notices as may be required under Section 172 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to secure the removal of the breeze block wall(s) providing an envelope around the water trough and the steel storage container at Cairn Bridge, Heads Nook, and to take any legal proceedings in the Courts by way of Civil Injunction or Criminal Prosecution under the 1990 Act as might be necessary thereafter.

DC.20/02
COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT BURNBANK, SCOTBY ROAD, SCOTBY, CARLISLE



(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraphs 7 and 13)

The Director of Environment and Development submitted report EN.10/02 concerning compliance with conditions associated with residential development at Burnbank, Scotby Road, Scotby, Carlisle.

The Director outlined the background to the matter, together with the issues which required to be addressed.   In relation to the private road, the landowner had confirmed his wish to create a grassed verge as opposed to a formal pavement and that was considered to be acceptable.  In addition, a timetable had been agreed for completion of that work which remained outstanding. 

RESOLVED – (1) That the formation of the proposed grassed verge be accepted.

(2) That should the works highlighted at paragraphs a) – c) of Section 2 of report EN.10/02 not be carried out to the satisfaction of the Director of Environment and Development within two weeks from the date of this meeting, the City Solicitor and Secretary, in conjunction with the Director of Environment and Development, be authorised to take enforcement action to ensure that the works are carried out.

[The meeting ended at 3.05 pm]

