LICENSING COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY 23 JANUARY 2008 AT 2.35 PM

PRESENT:
Councillor Morton (Chairman) Councillors Bainbridge (as substitute for Cllr Prest),Bell, Boaden, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Fisher (as substitute for Cllr Clarke), Mrs Parsons, Scarborough, Stockdale, Mrs Styth, Tootle and Wilson.

LC.01/08
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Mrs Clarke and Mrs Prest.

LC.02/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

LC.03/07
UPDATE ON LICENSING ACT 2003

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.09/08 giving Members an update on the applications under the Licensing Act 2003.

The Licensing Manager reported on the application figures and stated that there were 11 applications for variations of licences pending.

He stated that during December 2007 there had been a run of variation applications as premises consolidated their positions in the entertainment market place.  Variations were now down to two per month, with transfers and changes of Designated Premises Supervisor becoming the more common application.

He reported that Temporary Event Notices (TENs) had continued to be popular will many villages/communities taking advantage of the ‘non bureaucratic’ method of holding an event.  Full licence holders had also been using the TENs for one off events and a number of personal licence holders were specialising in running the events on behalf of organisations.

The Licensing Manager stated that the entertainment market in the City appeared to have reached a peak.  A number of licensed premises had either been sold on for another use or were empty due to lack of business.

The Licensing Manager added that on the administration side, experience had identified a need for a ‘fast track’ method of making minor variations to licences.

The Licensing Manager reminded Members that at a previous meeting they had asked for the number of TENs that were being issued and in particular any premises that were applying on a regular basis.  He stated that most of the TENs were for village halls who had an entertainment licence but not a liquor licence.  Any applications from City Centre premises were from premises that still had 11.00pm closing and were holding a special event.

In response to a Member’s question the Licensing Manager stated that they had had a similar experience with the Licensing Act as other authorities.

RESOLVED –  That Report LDS.09/08 be noted.

LC.04/08
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – APPLICATION UPDATE

The Licensing Manager presented report LDS.10/08 giving Members an update on applications made under the Gambling Act 2005.

He reported that the majority of applications received had been ‘fast track’ applications for existing premises.  In addition two new applications were made in respect of dividing existing betting premises in Botchergate and the provision on an unlicensed family entertainment centre on Currock Road.

In response to Members questions the Licensing Manager stated that the number for gaming machine permits included the notification of 2 machines or less and the Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit for 3 or more machines.  

RESOLVED – That Report LDS.10/08 be noted

LC.05/08
BEST BAR NONE SCHEME

The Licensing Manager submitted Report LDS.11/08 that outlined details of the Best Bar None Scheme.

The Licensing Manager explained that the Best Bar None Scheme was conceived by Greater Manchester Police in 2003 and was being adopted by a number of Council’s across the county to improve and maintain standards.  The Scheme was an accreditation and awards scheme that was being introduced by the Carlisle and Eden Crime and Reduction Partnership, focussing on safety and customer care.  Carlisle City and Eden District council and Cumbria Police were working together with pubs, clubs and bars in the area to create a safer and more welcoming environment.

The Licensing Manager outlined the aims of the scheme, how it would work and what the benefits were for the licence holders.  He reported that an application form would be hand delivered, by a representative of the Best Bar None team, to all eligible premises.  

He explained that there had been an open event at the Civic centre on 18 January 2008 to assist with the completion of the forms.  The application forms would be returned to the Licensing Team but trained assessors from the multi-agency Carlisle and Eden Crime Reduction Partnership would carry out assessment visits.  All successful applicants would then be placed before a panel of independent judges and accredited premises and category winners would then be invited to a ceremony in May 2008 to receive their awards.

A Member expressed strong concern that she, as a member of Licensing Committee had not been made aware of this scheme.  She felt that this reflected a wider problem of Members not being kept informed of this type of scheme affecting the Council and suggested that this should be raised with the Town Clerk & Chief Executive.  She also questioned whether Members should have been more involved in the steering group.

The Licensing Manager responded that although this was the first full report to the Committee it had been mentioned in previous reports and had also been included in a Members Briefing.  The Chairman added that the scheme had also been outlined in the Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Holders report to Council in January 2008.

In relation to the steering group the Licensing Manager provided details of the people on the group.  The Chairman suggested that it was not appropriate for Council Members to be involved given the potential for Licensing Sub Committees to have to be involved in considering applications from any of the licensed premises in the future.

In response to Members questions the Licensing Manager stated:

· If the scheme was successful this year it would be repeated next year;

· that the Best Bar None accreditation could be removed from  licensed premises;

· the steering group would be responsible for checking the accreditation was being maintained;

· invitations had been sent out for independent judges for the scheme but the names were not known at this time .

RESOLVED – 1) That the Best Bar None Scheme be welcomed and supported;

2) That the Committee receives regular feedback on the Best Bar None Scheme.

LC.06/08
GAMBLING ACT 2005 – SETTING OF FEE FOR TEMPORARY USE NOTICE

The Licensing Manager submitted Report LDS.12/08 requesting the approval of the fee to be levied in respect of Temporary Use Notice applications under the Gambling Act 2005.

The Licensing Manager stated that one of the functions for the Licensing Authority under the Gambling Act 2005 was the setting of fees in relation to premises licences.  The Licensing Authority was required to determine the amount of the fees and aim to ensure that the income from fees, as nearly as possible, equated to the costs of providing the services to which the fee related.

The Licensing Manager reported that on 6 March 2007 the City Council agreed that the responsibility for setting the premises licence fees under section 212 of the Gambling Act 2005 be delegated to the Licensing Committee, pursuant to section 154(2)(b) of the Act.  

The Licensing Manager then outlined the legislation in respect of temporary use notices.  He stated that officers had considered the likely costs of dealing with the expected applications and proposed that the fee be set at £200 with the cost of a copy of the notice being £15.

In response to a Member’s question the Licensing Manager stated that £200 was the best estimate to cover costs as they had not yet issued a Temporary Use Notice but reminded Members that the fee could be reviewed at a future date.

RESOLVED – That the fee to be levied in respect of Temporary Use Notice applications under the Gambling Act 2005 be set at:

Application for a Temporary Use Notice - £200

Copy of a Temporary Use Notice - £15

(the meeting ended at 3.00pm)

