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Monitoring Rural Policy – Future Arrangements

1. Introduction

1.1
Members will recall that reports were submitted to the Community, Infrastructure and Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committees in the March/April round which gave updates on rural policy and detailed progress on specific themes within the Rural Strategy Action Plans.

1.2 This approach where all three O&S Committees received reports was adopted in order to reflect the breadth of the strategy and to provide the opportunity for monitoring at a detailed policy level.  In practice, the reports to each committee have contained a significant degree of overlap. While the principle of monitoring rural policies and actions needs to be sustained it is not considered that the production of three similar reports requiring the attendance of parish representatives at three meetings is the right way forward. Despite the benefits of the process it is time consuming for officers, members and members of the Carlisle Parish Councils Association to attend all three Overview and Scrutiny Committees.

1.3 Representatives of the Carlisle Parish Councils Association have attended one round of meetings in March-April this year.  The views of the Association are being sought on the effectiveness of the current arrangement and will be reported on the 29th.

2. Proposals 

2.1
It is proposed that reports giving updates and details of progress on rural policy and the rural strategy action plans should continue to be submitted through the Overview and Scrutiny Committee process at six monthly intervals.  In order to make best use of officer and member time it is proposed that rural policy reports be directed through one Overview and Scrutiny Committee that would take overall responsibility for rural issues.  This concentration on one Overview and Scrutiny Committee may also increase the ownership and profile of rural issues. 

2.2
This concentrated approach would also fit well with the recommendations of the Local Government Association (LGA) inquiry into rural revival - Achieving Rural Revival – which emphasises local authorities crucial role in supporting the revitalisation of rural communities to achieve economic and social regeneration.  The report emphasises the need for ownership and leadership from local authorities on rural issues and recommends the establishment of a “Rural Advocate” within the local authority to champion rural issues.

3. Recommendations

3.1
It is recommended that:

a)
the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee takes overall responsibility for rural issues and receives the six monthly monitoring reports on rural policy; and

b)
as part of the report to the Executive on the City Council’s engagement with the Cumbria Rural Regeneration Company (CROS.52/03(2)(a)), consideration is given to establishing a “Rural Advocate” within the City Council.
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