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EXECUTIVE

MONDAY 19 NOVEMBER 2007 at 1.00 pm

in the Flensburg Room, Civic Centre, Carlisle
Apologies for Absence

To receive apologies for absence.

Public and Press

To agree that the items of business within Part A of the agenda should be dealt with in public and that the items of business within Part B of the agenda should be dealt with in private.

Declarations of Interest 

Members are invited to declare any personal interests, and any personal interests which are prejudicial, relating to any item on the agenda at this stage.

Minutes of previous meetings

To confirm the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 28 August, 24 September and 8 October 2007.

PART A

To be considered when the Public and Press are present

KEY DECISIONS

A.1
CONCESSIONARY FARES SCHEME 2008/09


The Director of Corporate Services to submit a report seeking a decision on whether to maintain the 24/7 Concessionary travel scheme or move to a statutory off peak concessionary travel scheme from 1 April 2008.  The matter was considered by the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee and  Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 18 and 25 October 2007 respectively.

(Copy Report CS.65/07 and Minute Excerpts herewith)

A.2
GROWING CARLISLE – AN ECONOMIC STRATEGY FOR THE CARLISLE CITY REGION


The Director of Development Services to submit a report on the draft Economic Strategy for Carlisle.  The draft Strategy was considered by the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 11 October, the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 18 October 2007 and the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 25 October 2007 and at a workshop followed by Special meetings of all three Overview and Scrutiny Committees on 7 November 2007*.


(Copy Report DS.111/07 herewith, Appendix to follow and Minute Excerpts herewith/*to follow)

A.4
HISTORIC QUARTER ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS


The Director of Community Services to submit a report on details of the Historic Quarter Environmental improvements.

(Copy Report CS.91/07 herewith)

A.4
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT - AIR QUALITY ACTION PLAN


The Director of Community Services to submit a report on the Draft Air Quality Action Plan.   MEMBERS AND OFFICERS HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN SENT THE APPENDIX AND ARE ASKED TO BRING IT TO THE MEETING

(Copy Report CS.85/07 herewith)

A.5
TRANSITION TOWNS INITIATIVE


The Director of Community Services to submit a report on how Carlisle could move towards a Transition City and the role that community groups would have in this initative.

(Copy Report CS.89/07 herewith)

A.6
CALDEW / CITY CENTRE FLOOD DEFENCE PROJECT


The Director of Community Services to submit a report on a range of issues which have evolved during the detailed design of the Caldew / City Centre Flood Defence Project.  MEMBERS AND OFFICERS HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN SENT THE APPENDICES AND ARE ASKED TO BRING THEM TO THE MEETING 

(Copy Report CS.83/07 herewith)

A.7
REVIEW OF CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL’S NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE COLLECTION OF HOUSEHOLD WASTE IN CARLISLE


The Director of Community Services to submit a report on the impact of the alternate weekly collection of household waste. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN SENT THE APPENDIX AND ARE ASKED TO BRING IT TO THE MEETING


(Copy Report CS.87/07 herewith)

A.8
DRAFT TRAVEL PLAN


The Director of Community Services to submit a report on the draft Travel Plan.


(Copy Report CS.90/07 herewith)

A.9
COUNTER FRAUD AND CORRUPTION STRATEGY

(The Leader has agreed that this key decision be considered at this meeting, although not in the Forward Plan)

The Director of Corporate Services to submit a report on a Counter Fraud Strategy and Action Plan.


(Copy Report CORP.66/07 herewith)

NON KEY DECISIONS

A.10
FORWARD PLAN


(a)
The Forward Plan of key decisions for the period 1 December 2007 to 29 March 2008 is submitted for information.

(b) The Director of Corporate Services had originally intended to report on the Budget Strategy 2008/09.  This has been deferred until a Special meeting of the Executive on 28 November 2007 so that all the Budget reports could be considered at one special meeting specifically for that purpose.

(c) The Director of Carlisle Renaissance had originally intended to report on Carlisle Renaissance – North West Development Agency Funding.  This has been deferred as further work is needed between the City Council and the NWDA to work up proposals.

A.11
SCHEDULE OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY PORTFOLIO HOLDERS


A Schedule of Decisions taken by Portfolio Holders under delegated powers is attached for information.   


(Copy Schedule herewith)

A.12
SCHEDULE OF DECISIONS TAKEN BY OFFICERS 

A Schedule of Decisions taken by Officers under delegated powers is attached for information.


(Copy Schedule herewith)

A.13
REFERENCES FROM THE CITY COUNCIL


To consider the following references from the City Council:

(a) Civic Crest - "The City Council calls upon the Executive to consider the reinstatement of the Crest as the only civic and corporate symbol of Carlisle City Council and to prepare a report on the matter for consideration by a full meeting of the Council."


(b)
West Coast Mainline Trains - “This Council notes with great concern the draft new timetable from Virgin Trains under which they propose that the 16.30 Euston to Glasgow train will not stop at Carlisle.

This would have a detrimental effect on Carlisle which is a regional centre for Cumbria and South West Scotland.   Such a change in the timetable would send out entirely the wrong message as to the importance of Carlisle and Cumbria.

This Council calls on the Executive to :

Urge Virgin to reconsider their proposal so as to provide a stop in Carlisle on the 16.30 Euston/Glasgow services, and to lobby both Virgin and the appropriate Government Minister to express the Council’s great concern with this proposal.”

(c)
Border TV - “This Council notes with grave concern the plans of ITV to discontinue the local news programme Lookaround. 

Lookaround is in a unique position providing news and current affairs coverage to England, Scotland and the Isle of Man and the effect of ITV proposals would be that many communities in Cumbria, southern Scotland and the Isle of Man would lose their voice.

Accordingly the Council calls upon the Executive to ensure that the Council plays a full and leading role working with fellow Councils in the effected area, MPs and other organisations on a high profile, public campaign to reverse this proposal.

This campaign should highlight not only the potentially damaging effects on the local economy of what is being proposed but maximise the opportunities for public involvement in helping to assure the future of local news coverage and the television station based in Carlisle.”


(d)
Housing in Carlisle – “This Council notes the proposals on Housing outlined in the recent Green Paper ‘Homes for the Future: more affordable, more sustainable’ and eagerly awaits confirmation of the government’s intention to fund such opportunity.


It notes the work already started by the Executive in working in partnership with Housing Associations, developers and other housing providers towards the provision of affordable housing within the district.  The Council as strategic housing authority confirms it support for the work by the Executive in identifying surplus land in the Council’s ownership.


The Council awaits the inspector’s report on the Local District Plan which, if accepted, will provide over 135 affordable homes each year.


This Council:

· calls upon the Executive to review the capital monies received as part of the right to buy receipts and the development of Raffles;

· calls upon the Executive to review the allocation of land currently within its ownership and work with Housing Associations, registered landlords and developers in the provision of affordable housing;

· calls upon the Executive to recommend to the Council whether to dispose of identified land surplus to the Council’s requirements at less than market value for the purpose of affordable housing, in partnership with Housing Associations and other providers”.

(e)
Waste Collection - “The Council notes with concern the continuing problems with the new waste collection system being experienced in St Aidan’s and other areas of the City. 

The failure to ensure adequate alternative local recycling facilities for those households not receiving the doorstep collection of recyclables, together with the limited provision of purple sacks and support to those having to cope with a service markedly inferior to that being provided to other parts of the City is a matter of grave concern.

The Council therefore calls upon the Executive to ensure that the already delayed review of the new waste collection arrangements contains some clear recommendations of how to ensure an immediately improved waste collection service in St Aidan’s and other parts of the City, where residents are experiencing similar difficulties. 

It calls upon the Executive to move beyond the exclusively self-congratulatory tone of most of their pronouncements on this subject and ensure the immediate implementation of a proper set of workable solutions to address these problems.”

A.14
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES 


To consider the following references from Overview and Scrutiny Committees:  

(a) COS.117/07 – Monitoring Rural Policy (Copy Minute Excerpt herewith)

(b) CROS.109/07 – Three Year Budget 2008-09 to 2010-11 – Budget Process and Timetable (Copy Minute Excerpts herewith)

(c) CROS.113/07 – Management and Review of Partnerships (Copy Minutes Excerpt and Report CORP.52/07 herewith)

(d) IOS.91/07 – Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy (Copy Minute Excerpt herewith)

(e) IOS.93/07 – Connect 2 – Major Cycle Route Improvements (Currock to Kingmoor) (Copy Minute Excerpt herewith)

A.15
JOINT MANAGEMENT TEAM MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings of the Joint Management Team held on 27 September 2007 are submitted for information.


(Copy Minutes herewith)

A.16
FINANCIAL MONITORING REPORTS


To note the following background information reports by the Director of Corporate Services:

(a)
Revenue Budget – revenue budget monitoring report for the period April to September 2007.


(Copy Report herewith)

(b)
Capital Budget - capital budget monitoring report for the period April to September 2007.


(Copy Report CORP.57/07 herewith)

A.17
PERFORMANCE MONITORING - 2ND QUARTER – APRIL TO SEPTEMBER 2007


The Head of Policy and Performance Services to submit a report on 2nd Quarter performance for the period April to September 2007.

 
(Copy Report PPP.85/07 herewith)

A.18
REVIEW OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 


The Director of Legal and Democratic Services to submit a report seeking comments on the review of the Licensing Policy.

 
(Copy Report LDS.98/07 herewith)

A.19
CUMBRIA SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY


The Head of Policy and Performance Services to submit a seeking comments on the Cumbria Sustainable Community Strategy.

 
(Copy Report PPP.84/07 herewith)

A.20
DATES AND TIMES OF MEETINGS – 2008/09


The Director of Legal and Democratic Services to submit a report on the dates and times of meetings for 2008/09.  The matter was considered by the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee on 4 October 2007.

 
(Copy Report LDS.96/07 and Minute Excerpt herewith)

A.21
DISCRETIONS PAYABLE UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSIONS LEGISLATION IN CASES OF REDUNDANCY AND EARLY RELEASE IN THE INTERESTS OF EFFICIENCY

The Head of Personnel and Development Services to submit a draft Policy on the payment of pension benefits in cases of redundancy and early release.  The matter was considered by the Employment Panel on 17 October 2007 and the comments of that Panel are submitted.


(Copy Report PPP.79/07 and Minute Excerpt herewith)

A.22
CONNECTED CUMBRIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP BOARD


The Minutes of the meeting of the Connected Cumbria Strategic Partnership Board held on 28 September 2007 are submitted for information.


(Copy Minutes herewith)

A.23
BAD DEBT WRITE OFFS


The Director of Corporate Services to submit a report on bad debt write offs.


(Copy Report CORP.67/07 herewith)

PART B

To be considered in Private
KEY DECISIONS

- NIL -

NON KEY DECISIONS

B.1
BAD DEBT WRITE OFFS


The Director of Corporate Services to submit a report detailing individual bad debts which are the subject of the report at A above.


(Copy Private Appendices to Report CORP.67/07 herewith)

B.2
PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Head of Policy and Performance Services to submit a report on the Performance Management System.


(Copy Report PPP.94/07 herewith)

B.3
SYNTHETIC PITCH DEVELOPMENT


The Director of Community Services to submit a report seeking the virement of funds in relation to the Synthetic Pitch.


(Copy Report CS.86/07 herewith)

Members of the Executive:

Councillor Mitchelson (Leader & Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Mrs Bowman (Economic Development and Enterprise Portfolio Holder)

Councillor P Farmer (Learning and Development Portfolio Holder)

Councillor J Mallinson (Finance and Performance Management Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Knapton (Community Engagement Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Prest (Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Holder)

Enquiries to Committee Clerk:

Elspeth MacKay - Tel – 817034

Notes to Members:
Decisions made at this meeting, if not subject to call-in will become live on 29 November 2007.

AGENDA









- 10 -



