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Summary:

The purpose of this report is to appraise Members of the Executive of the “Local Land Charge Fees: Guidance for registering authorities on setting fees for local land charge services in England” as recently issued by the Lord Chancellor and effective from 1 April 2007.

Recommendations:

That Members:

i. Note the content of the Report; and,

ii. Approve the continued use of the previously agreed fees as specified in Schedule A to this Report until the next charging review during the forthcoming budgetary process.

Contact Officer:
Mark Lambert
Ext:
  7019

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1
In accordance with the Local Land Charges Act 1975
 (“the Act”), the Council must specify fees payable by persons wishing to conduct a local land charge search.  Until 31 March 2007, the Council was only permitted to set the fee for the CON29 element of the search, however, from 1 April 2007, the Council has increased powers to set search fees.

1.2 The Act has been amended to state that the Council may specify different fees for different services but in doing so, the Council must ensure that the charges levied do not exceed the cost of the provision of the service.  The Council must publish the fees it sets.  The Council will be able to set the fees for all services except the fee to be charged for personal searches which is currently set by the Government and will continue to be so.

1.3 The Act requires that any fees specified by the Council are set in accordance with guidance issued by the Lord Chancellor.  Such guidance was issued earlier this year.  The Council must apply the new guidance in any future fee setting exercise.  However, Members will recall that at the meeting of the Executive on 20 November 2006 (report ref LDS.53/06) they approved a report detailing the fees to be charged in relation to Land Charges applicable from 1 April 2007.  A schedule of the Charges thereby approved is reproduced as Appendix A.

1.4 In setting fees in accordance with the new guidance the Council must identify separate and readily identifiable functions.  It must  then calculate the total cost of providing those services.  The costs will include the direct costs of maintaining the local land charges register together with indirect costs covering central overheads.  In setting the fees the Council must take one year with another and average out the costs and the guidance suggests a suitable period of over 1 and 3 years.

1.5 The analysis required to set fees in accordance with the new guidance will take some time.  It is therefore recommended that the approved fees as determined in the recent budgetary process  continue as from 1 April 2007 and the new fee setting regime be applied during the next charging review later this year.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.

The Director of Corporate Resources has been consulted on the content of this Report.

2.2 Consultation proposed.

None.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Members:

i. Note the content of the Report; and,

ii. Approve the continued use of the previously agreed fees as specified in Schedule A to this Report until the next charging review during the forthcoming budgetary process.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

To make members aware of the new Guidance and to ensure that the Council can demonstrate it has taken account of the requirement to set and publish its fees as from 1 April 2007.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – None

· Financial – The fees approved for 2007/08 are attached as Appendix A.  The financial position will be reviewed in accordance with the guidance during the 2008/09 budget process.

· Legal – As contained in the Report.

· Corporate –  None

· Risk Management – None 

· Equality Issues – None

· Environmental – None

· Crime and Disorder – None

· Impact on Customers – None

Appendix A

LEGAL & DEMOCRATIC SERVICES


Charges

2006/07



£





1.
Land Charges – Search Fees  (VAT Outside the Scope/Non Business)








Registration of a charge in Part II of the Register *
60.00






Filing a definitive certificate of the Lands Tribunal  under rule 10(3)*
   2.10






Filing a judgement, order or application for the variation



or cancellation of an entry in Part II of the register *
   6.30






Inspection of documents filed under Rule 10 in respect



Land *
    2.10






Personal search in the whole or in part of the register *
   11.00


and in addition,



in respect of each parcel of land above one, where under Rule 11(3) 



the search extends to more than one parcel, subject to a maximum of



£13.00
     1.00






Official Search (incl. Issue of official certificate of search):- *



a) in any one part of the register
     2.00


b) in the whole of the register
     6.00






and in addition, in respect of each parcel of land above one, where 



Under Rule 11(3) more than one parcel is included in the same



Requisition (where the requisition is for a search in the whole or in any



part of the register), subject to a maximum of £13.00*
    0.80






Office copy of any entry in the register (not including a copy



of extract of any plan or document filed in pursuant to



These rules) *
    1.40






Office copy of any plan or other document filed in pursuant



to these rules




 Charges 2007/08



£

1.
Land Charges – Search Fees – Continued







Part I – Standard Enquiries







a) One parcel of land
109.50


     One parcel of land (Level 2/3)
87.00






b) Several parcels of land



    - First parcel
109.50


    - Each addition
15.50






(Fees that would exceed £100 to be fixed by arrangement)







Part II - Optional Enquiries







Each printed enquiry – Urban
10.00


Each printed enquiry – Rural
10.00






Each additional enquiry
10.50










* These charges are set by the Home Office



- Two fees are stipulated; the first being Option 1 and the second being Option 2







� Section 13A of the Local land Charges Act 1975
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