

Children & Young People

Congratulations to everyone connected with Sure Start Carlisle South on winning the ‘4Children’ Award.  ‘4Children’ is a national network association for children’s services and the annual childcare awards ceremony is effectively the Children’s Services Oscars.

Well done to staff, partner agencies and the parents involved.  A special mention to Lynda Hassall, the programme co-ordinator, who went to London to receive the award.

The Play Development Team have been busy visiting rural primary schools with the overall aim of promoting ‘Free Play’ – an opportunity for all children to enjoy and try out a wide range of different games and activities.  The Summer Play Scheme this year involves 27 venues, an achievement in itself.

We have had confirmation that the Community Support Unit have been successful in being awarded a grant of £10,000 by Cumbria County Council for Holiday Play schemes this summer.  A brochure is currently being produced promoting the activities planned over the summer holiday period.

We have taken delivery of the replacement face2face mobile outreach unit, the original having been lost in the flood.  The use of this vehicle will provide a great emphasis within local communities providing a comprehensive programme of activities and information services for all ages.

The young people taking part in the Slupsk exchange are planning a fancy dress abseil of the Civic Centre this month to raise funds – I hope we can all support them.  There is a ‘Skatejam’ planned at the Skatepark on 2 August to coincide with National Playday and last but not least a celebratory event in the Tithe Barn on 24 July to mark the achievements of young people in the Carlisle area.  The Music Festival Group who worked on the April event are involved in co-ordinating the event.

Children and young people are the City’s future.  The authority needs to ensure that they are kept at the top of our agenda, ensuring we involve as many as possible in plans not only for the future but present day, whether it be play, democracy, Renaissance, community activities.

Housing
One of our priorities is meeting the Decent Homes Standard and tackling Thermal Comfort. The Local House Condition Survey (2005) concluded that £16.8 million is required to enable properties in the Carlisle area to meet the DHS.  Currently an exercise is being undertaken to identify vulnerable people.  We hope to meet the Government target of 70% of properties, occupied by vulnerable people, meeting the Decent Homes Standard by 2010.  The current figure is 60% and rising.  This programme of improvement is a huge commitment from the City Council, the EEAC and also the contractors who are carrying out the insulation measures.  The partnership we have at present will enable us to take this initiative forward by helping those most in need, moving out of fuel poverty whilst aiding the environment by reducing Carbon Dioxide released into the atmosphere.

A workshop is being organised to cover Phase 2 of the Homelessness & Hostels Action Plan.  Phase 1 has seen the use of bed and breakfast accommodation for homeless families reduced to nil in January 2006 – it remains at nil.  There has also been a number of CHA properties brought back into use for homeless families.

A Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy is currently being developed.  It is hoped that the document will be ready for the autumn.

Health
The legislation regarding smoking is awaited, however, the Carlisle and District PCT is working towards a ‘Smoke Free North Cumbria’ prior to any legislation coming in.  A ‘Why Wait?’ campaign. Having met with the SNFC co-ordinator I would urge the Council to support the campaign.  I would very much like to ensure that our own house is in order and that we lead by example by making all council owned facilities ‘Smoke Free’.  We can also help by taking the message out to Play Schemes, Youth Projects etc, wherever we are involved, and helping these young people towards a more healthy lifestyle and perhaps peer pressure can make a difference.

1 in 5 deaths in Cumbria is smoking related – an unacceptable figure..
CDRP

This year the CDRP has identified four key priorities :

Acquisitive Crime

Alcohol and Drug Related Crime

Domestic Violence

Anti-Social Behaviour and Criminal Damage.

Four task groups have been formed and Action Plans prepared.

I would like to bring to your attention just one of these and that is the Anti Social Behaviour group.  One objective is intervention.  The Fire and Rescue Service, together with Connexions have developed a course, a ‘Young Firefighter Scheme’, which involves 36-45 young persons who have been identified by local schools as being ‘at risk of undertaking criminal activity’.  These courses have been piloted in Barrow and South Lakes with great success.  There are two planned for the Carlisle district and one for Eden, starting in September.

This report under the Sustainable Communities portfolio, whether it be Housing, CDRP or Health involves our children and young people.  We, together with our partner agencies, have to ensure that we support,  protect and help them to achieve their potential and dreams in a healthy, safe and clean environment.  I intend to work towards this goal, through each of the Sustainable Communities responsibilities.

Councillor Judy Prest

Portfolio Holder Sustainable Communities
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