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Eden and Carlisle Joint Committee

7 October 2005

Civil Contingencies : Shared Emergency Control Centre

Report of the Director of Technical Services
The new duties placed upon all local authorities and the increasing importance on emergency preparedness which has been growing in recent years has created a particular focus on how emergencies are handled across Cumbria.

A policy document is currently being prepared for the Cumbria Resilience Forum in respect of the control of emergencies and this revolves around three types of incident:

· routine incident

· unusual incident

· major incident

A routine incident is one which is regularly dealt with on a day to day basis by the emergency authorities and local authorities and this would be handled through their normal control arrangements.

An unusual incident would be one which required a limited multi-agency response and, as such, would normally be controlled through the control room arrangements for the primary agency involved in the incident.

A major incident is one where the magnitude of the event requires a full multi-agency response.  In dealing with this full agency response it is intended that there will be three control centres for Cumbria:

· North Cumbria (Carlisle and Eden Districts) : Civic Centre, Carlisle

· West Cumbria (Allerdale and Copeland Districts) : Summergrove

· South Cumbria (Barrow and South Lakeland District) : Division Fire Headquarters, Barrow

This proposal envisages that there will be three well placed, well equipped and established centres which could readily be available in the event of a major emergency.

This approach for Eden and Carlisle to share the Emergency Control Centre at the Civic Centre raises the need for a protocol between the respective authorities which sets out the detailed operational arrangements.  Such a protocol would cover issues:

· authority for activation;

· responsibility for establishing the centre;

· provision and maintenance of equipment and apparatus;

· staffing of the control centre;

· operational arrangements in case of an emergency, both short term and long term;

· access / authority for training and exercises; and

· arrangements for costs associated with the control centre.

At this stage the Joint Committee is requested to endorse the principle of Eden and Carlisle sharing an emergency control centre at the Civic Centre and to authorise the respective officers to work together to prepare a protocol for the operation of such a centre.

S Huddart

Director of Technical Services

