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To the Chairman and Members of the




          DS.39/09

Development Control Committee

1.0 Introduction

As a Local Planning Authority the Council is committed to training its staff and the two Planning Enforcement Officers have attended the following courses:

1.1
Enforcement and Compliance workshop at the Lake District National Park Authority – February 2009

This workshop formed part of the Cumbria Planning Training Scheme and including speakers from Loch Lomond & the Trossachs NPA, Trevor Roberts Associates and the Lake District NPA.

1.2
A Forum on Enforcement at Birchwood Park, Warrington – March 2009

This forum takes place twice a year and provides a professional update for Enforcement, Planning and Legal Practitioners. The speakers held workshops on the following issues:

· An update on Householder Permitted Development Rights

· Lawful Development Certificates

· Fixed Penalty Notices

· Acting as a witness at Enforcement Inquiries

· The long term context of planning enforcement

1.3
Cumbria Planning Enforcement & Monitoring Group at Eden District Council, Penrith – May 2009

The Cumbria Enforcement Group meets twice a year with each authority taking turns to host the meetings. The minutes of the meeting are forwarded to JOPO. Topics at the latest event included:

· Review of the aims and working arrangements of the group
· Update on NAPE

· Review of enforcement/monitoring function in each authority

· Update on Legislation, Policy and Guidance

· PACE Training

· Case Studies
2.0
Overview of  Activity

Since 1st January 2009, 98 enforcement cases have been recorded on the Acolaid system

· 7 relate to a breach of planning conditions

· 10 relate to the siting of caravans

· 7 relate to agricultural land or buildings

· 48 relate to works at domestic properties

· 14 relate to works or activities at commercial properties

· 5 relate to housing schemes

· 7 relate to unauthorised signage

To the Chairman and Members of the
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Development Control Committee

52 cases have been resolved either through negotiation or where site visits have revealed that no breach of planning control has actually taken place or where necessary, planning applications have been submitted and approved 
33 involve ongoing monitoring or negotiation to achieve a resolution
13 are awaiting applications to be submitted or be determined

In addition 69 cases received prior to 2009 are still being monitored and under investigation.

3.0
Recommendation

That members note the contents of the report
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