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1.0
ENVIRONMENTAL GOLD AWARD
The Cumbria Business Environment Network (CBEN) awards highlight good practice and commend local business that use environmentally friendly practices.

It is the first time that the City Council has achieved the gold award and follows on from continuing success of the council's operational base at Bousteads Grassing that has achieved another Gold award for the sixth year running.

The Gold award is awarded to local businesses or organisations that demonstrate continuing improvement in environmental management.

The City Council was commended for introducing the following good environmental practices :

· Working with the Energy Saving Trust and the Carbon Trust on projects to reduce carbon emissions and tackle climate change.

· Switching more than half of our sites to "green electricity" tariff.

· A review of our vehicle fleet.

· Following green design schemes incorporating sustainable materials, environmentally friendly practices and energy saving measures as part of our new build, refurbishment and maintenance of Council properties and amenities.

· Replacing bottle water coolers with plumbed in water coolers on four sites to reduce the environmental impact associated with the production and distribution of bottled water 

2.0
HAMMONDS POND

The secretary of the Friends Group, Sally Ford, attended the presentation of the Green Flag for Hammond's Pond in Liverpool, accompanied by City Council staff and representatives of some of the other winning parks.

The improvements at the café have been well received and have allowed us to achieve better than expected income from the sale of refreshments during the first 4 months of the year.  Some of this additional income will allow us to make further improvements to the service.  The Executive have agreed to part fund CCTV linked to the Civic Centre to try and stop the vandalism.

3.0
TALKIN TARN
The first half of the year has been very successful in terms of bookings of the various facilities at Talkin Tarn.  Especially pleasing is the response of Carlisle schools, helped by the publication of a new education pack that includes information on the facilities available to schools and activities that link to the National Curriculum.

Newlaithes Junior, Brampton Primary and Bewcastle Junior are just some of the schools that have already visited the Tarn.  William Howard School will bring their entire Year 7-year group in September for a range of assimilation activities.

The Tarn hosted a woodland event on Sunday 31 August, organised by East Cumbria Countryside Project, visitors were able to try their hand at a range of traditional woodland crafts and see how woodlands contribute to Cumbria's rural economy.

4.0
SHEEPMOUNT ALL-WEATHER PITCH
I can advise the Council that we have recently received confirmation of the £24,500 Sport England funding for this project.   This has taken some time to come through but we are optimistic that works can start at the Sheepmount in September.

5.0
SOCIAL INCLUSION PROGRAMME
£16,000 annual funding for the next two years agreed with NACRO, which will result in delivery on MUGA's increasing to 6 hours per week on each of 3 sites by October 2008.

Task group established with Fire and Police service to target hotspots of incidents and anti social behavior where the Sport and Recreation Team provide intervention activity.

Safe club on a Friday night at Trinity Leisure Centre continues to expand with over 50 young people targeted by the police as being at risk of offending attending on a regular basis. This will expand into offering tennis activity in October 2008.

6.0
2012 OLYMPICS
Pre Training Camps:
City Council in conjunction with Carlisle Leisure Limited are producing a Cumbria guide to the 3 training camps available to National Olympic Associations across Cumbria which will be available on line and in hard copy by the end of October 2008. Countries have been identified for Carlisle to target and some work has been done in Beijing on this by the NW 2012 co-ordinator Rob Young.

Mini Olympics:

Young People took part in a variety of Olympics sports activities on 13th August in Mini Olympics at Sheepmount to celebrate 2012. This will be an annual event leading up to the games. 

Flag raising:

Took place Thursday 21st August 2008 outside the Civic Centre with the Mayor and junior members of the highly successful Border City Wheelers Cycling Club taking part in the ceremony which saw the raising of the 2012 flag in celebration of the games coming to London and being handed over from Beijing.

7.0
CALDEW/CITY CENTRE FLOOD DEFENCE PROJECT
Fellow Councillors and the public will have started to see various phases of the construction works, which have started on this project.

A brief outline of some key aspects:-

· works are well underway in the Denton Holme area

· construction of various flood walls at Holme Head river, Bousteads Grassing and McIlmoyle Way should be substantially completed by the end of October

· the flood bank at Robert Ferguson School is substantially complete

· South Vale footbridge is long gone and the new one should be in place by the end of October at which time the Denton Street bridge will be demolished

· the new flood bank at Swifts Bank is under construction

· works to construct the wall/flood bank in the car park at the Swifts should start at the beginning of September causing some disruption

· work has started on defences in Bitts Park between Hardwicke Circus and Dacre Road

Overall there is a good flow of information to the public to let them know what is going on and there has been positive feedback from residents in Denton Holme about efforts to minimise disruption.

8.0
James Steel Statue

Specialist cleaning on this statue is in progress and should soon be completed.   
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