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BORDERLANDS INCLUSIVE GROWTH DEAL 

Carlisle Projects  

Good progress continues to be made on Carlisle projects - Carlisle Station and Citadels: 

 

Carlisle Station 

• The County Council have produced the consultation feedback report and the response 

was strongly supportive of the scheme and the proposed designs.   These public views 

will be used to finalise the scheme designs 

• The final design options are being progressed by the appointed design and build 

contractors - Story Contracting for the work to the Northern Gateway (Court Square) 

and Eric Wright Civil Engineering for the work on the Southern Gateway (to the rear of 

the Station) 

Citadels 

• The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) have allocated 

£50m of Borderlands Growth Deal funding to support the delivery of the project 

• The planning application for the scheme is being progressed by the University of 

Cumbria, working closely with the City Council as the local planning authority and 

Historic England to refine the proposals 

• The land assembly required for the delivery of the project is also being finalised, with 

both the City Council and County Councils having agreed to transfer their land and 

property assets to the University 

 

Caldew Riverside 

• Following the completion of the detailed site investigations works an ‘Interpretative 

Report’ has now been produced, which set out the nature and location of the 

contamination and options for remediation.   This report has been shared with the 

Environment Agency for comment – as their approval will be required 

Report to 

Council 



 

 

 

 

• A full Remediation Strategy which will be produced in Spring 2022, will set out the 

approach for dealing with the contamination associated with the former gas works. 

However, the Council will be delivering the first phase of remediation in advance of this 

and will involve the removal of underground storage tanks from the lower portion of the 

site 

 

Central Plaza 

• Plans for the redevelopment of the former Central Plaza site continue to be progressed 

as part of the Future High Street Fund 

• Detailed structural survey works are now underway to understand what specification 

will be required to retain the retaining walls that run along West Walls and Victoria 

Viaduct.   This will also enable a better understanding of potential constraints to 

redevelopment 

• Specialists are now undertaking further design and feasibility work to identify 

development options that could be delivered by the City Council using the FHSF 

funding and within the timeframe of the programme, which is March 2024 

 

CARLISLE AMBASSADORS 

Carlisle Ambassadors met today 1st March 2022 at the Halston Aparthotel.   Today’s 
meeting themed ‘Business Growth’ was attended by 180 delegates with 16 business 

showcase stands.   The agenda included speakers from: Premier and new members 32 

West.   Jason Gooding provided an update on Local Government Review and our major 

regeneration projects update was given by Jane Meek.  

 

The membership has continued to grow with the number of businesses now at 355 just in 

time for Carlisle Ambassador’s 7th birthday, coincidentally held at the Halston where the 

first meeting took place. 

 

ENGLAND’S HISTORIC CITIES CONSORTIA 

The latest meeting of the consortia was held on Tuesday, 8th February 2022.   The 13 

member cities came together with Visit Britain to review the evaluation of the Discover 

England Funded project ‘England Originals’ and forward plan to ensure that the work 
continues to build on the legacy of the project to attract visitors to our historic cities. 

The agenda included discussion on benchmarking 2020 data, an update from Visit 

England/Visit Britain and discussion on Phase 2 Escape the Everyday campaign.   The 

Consortia also received the detailed and costed England Originals Action Plan 2022/23.  

This Action Plan will ensure the legacy activity to support domestic as well as international 

trade recovery of the visitor economy is carried out across all our Historic cities. 

 


