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Summary:-
The report details proposals to restore land adjacent to Warwick Road following its recent use in the construction of the City’s flood defence works.
Recommendation:-
It is recommended that Council notes the report.
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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
1.1
The area forms part of the land occupied by the Environment Agency for the purpose of constructing the flood defences.  The site is about 20m by 30m and includes some overgrown hedges, shrubs and a wrought iron fence alongside the Warwick Road.

The whole area was fenced off for the duration of the floodbank works and as a result became overgrown and litter strewn as it was not possible to gain access for maintenance purposes.  Since the land came back into the possession of the City Council, maintenance staff have cleared the litter and builder’s debris from the site in preparation for restoration work planned for winter 2009-10.

Further work was carried out in December 2009, when the overgrown shrubs and trees were cut back and made safe.

1.2
Next stage - The next stage of the project is to repair and reinstate the fence line separating the site from Warwick Road.  Estimates are being sought for the work which is anticipated to be completed by the end of the current financial year (2009-10).  Following the restoration, regular maintenance of the site will be carried out by Green Spaces team as part of routine operations.

1.3
Options:-

The site forms part of the City Council’s land holding and therefore the Council has a duty to maintain it.  

2. CONSULTATION
2.1 Consultation to Date.
Ward Councillors

2.2 Consultation proposed.
Ward Councillors

Friends of Melbourne Park

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that Council notes the report.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1
The land in question is under the ownership of the Council.
5. IMPLICATIONS
· Staffing/Resources – Work will be undertaken within existing resources.
· Financial – The repairs to the fence and ongoing maintenance are to be contained within existing revenue resources.  Any additional financial resources required will need to be contained within existing budgets or found from alternative sources such as external contributions or be subject to a request for a supplementary estimate or budget bid.
· Legal – As stated within the body of the report, the Council is the owner of the land and, as such, has a duty to maintain it and also to take reasonable steps to ensure that those entering on to its land do so safely.
· Corporate – Part of the Council’s land holdings.
· Risk Management – N/A
· Equality and Disability –  N/A
· Environmental – Improve the quality of local environment.
· Crime and Disorder – Positive impact
· Impact on Customers – Positive impact – improve the quality of the local environment.
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