Planning Best Value Review


Linking the Local & Development Plans to the Council’s Community Strategies and Corporate Plan

Improvement Plan Actions A1, A2 & A3


Introduction

The following paper is intended to illustrate the links between the Local Plan and the Development Plans, with the council’s community strategies (City Vision and A Vision for the Future) and the Corporate Priorities contained within the Corporate Plan. 

Background

City Vision

City Vision is Carlisle City Council’s community strategy. After extensive consultation with all sections of the community, five themes were identified as being important to the community. They are:

· Communities

· Economic Prosperity
· Health and Wellbeing
· Infrastructure, Environment and Transport
· Celebrating Carlisle
The City Vision document was published in 2002 and was used as the basis for the development of the Local Plan. Since then a number of key themes have been established, which form the basis for the policies and proposals of the Local Plan. 

A Vision for the Future

Carlisle formed a Local Strategic Partnership with Eden District Council in 2001. The partnership has developed since then and has culminated in the production of a Joint Community Strategy: A Vision for the Future. After similar, extensive consultation, similar to that undertaken in the development of City Vision, eight themes were identified as being important to the people of Carlisle and Eden. They are:

· Communities

· Health and Wellbeing
· Economy
· Young People
· Housing
· Environment 
· Transport
· Promoting Carlisle and Eden
The action plan to accompany the strategy has still to be developed. 

Corporate Priorities

After a significant amount of research and consultation with stakeholders at national, regional and local level, the council recently established a series of adopted Corporate Priorities. Detailed actions are set out in individual strategies and Business Unit plans to achieve the priorities. The priorities are:

· To ensure Carlisle is a safe and attractive place to live where people feel they belong and are included

· To develop a sustainable economy

· To manage our environment responsibly

· To improve local people’s housing, health and well being

· To provide sound council management

Linking the Plans and Strategies

The following sections are details of the policies contained within the local plan that relate directly to the City Vision (CV) and/or the Vision for the Future (VF) themes, or Corporate Priorities (CP). The numbers after each bullet below relate to the policy numbers contained within the Local Plan. Some policies relate to more than one theme and/or priority. Although there are no references directly to the Vision for the Future strategy within the Local Plan (VF was published after the plan was produced), much of the content of the plan has relevance with the themes set out in the joint strategy. 

As well as these details, it should be noted that Chapter 2 of the Local Plan actually makes direct reference to the City Vision document.

CV & VF THEME – Communities

CP - To ensure Carlisle is a safe and attractive place to live where people feel they belong and are included

· CP29 covers accessibility, mobility and inclusion for all sections of the community in compliance with the appropriate legislation

· CP34 is planning out crime and focuses on the contribution to security and crime prevention when considering development proposals

· EC8 concentrates on neighbourhood facilities such as local shopping provision and appropriate landscaping at or near residential areas

· EC12 & EC13A covers rural diversification, facilities and services

NB: The Local Plan is now available on the Council’s web site.


CV & VF THEME – Housing


CP – To improve local people’s housing, health and well being

· The whole of Chapter 5 of the Local Plan covers the issue of housing in every detail
NB: The plan also makes references to the recently completed Housing Strategy. In turn, The Housing Strategy makes reference to Planning Policy on housing on page 11. 

CV & VF THEME – Environment


CP – To manage our environment responsibly

· The whole of Chapter 6 of the Local Plan covers all aspects of the local environment
· The Core Development Policies CP2-7 and CP9-14 also address Environmental concerns.
CV & VF THEME – Transport

· The whole of Chapter 7 of the Local Plan covers the issue of transport. This includes details of partnership working with the Highways Agency and Cumbria County Council, who have responsibility for the Local Transport Plan

· The Core Development Policy CP30 also refers to transport issues.

CV & VF THEME – Health and Wellbeing

CP – To improve local people’s housing, health and wellbeing 

· CP32 to CP33, LC1 to LC7 and LC12 covers leisure and recreational development
· LC10 and LC11 focus on safeguarding land to meet future health needs
CV & VF THEME – Economic Prosperity

CP – To develop a sustainable economy

· The whole of Chapter 4 details the planning work that contributes to economic and commercial growth 

CV & VF THEME – Celebrating Carlisle / Promoting Carlisle & Eden

· CP2, CP9 to CP11, EC14 to EC 16 give various details of how the service contributes to celebrating, promoting and advertising the area
SUMMARY

Although the Local Plan does not constantly make references to ‘City Vision’, ‘A Vision for the Future’ and ‘Corporate Plan’, links to the themes and priorities contained within all three documents are clearly made throughout the plan. 


RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Improvement Plan Monitoring Group note the contents of this paper and agree that links between the Local Plan and the Community Strategies and Corporate Plan have been demonstrated. If agreed, details of this exercise will be included in the report that will be presented to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee Meeting on 7 April 2005.

Martin Daley

Policy & Performance Team
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