CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 15 JANUARY 2008 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Mallinson), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bell, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Mrs Clark, Collier, Devlin, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Harid, Hendry, Hunter, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mallinson (J), Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Reardon, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Tweedie, Mrs Vasey, Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.01/08
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

C.02/08
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 6 November 2007 were received and signed as a true record of the meeting.  The minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 17 December 2007 were received.

C.03/08
PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was agreed that the items of business should be dealt with as per the Agenda.

C.04/08
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Mallinson) and Councillor Hendry declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to the question from a member of the public regarding Seatoller Close.  They indicated that their interest was as Members of the Carlisle Housing Association Board.

Councillor Atkinson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the Notice of Motion relating to Lookaround.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in Minute EX.295/07 Review of Statement of Licensing Policy.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.  Councillor Mitchelson also declared a personal interest in any references to Carlisle Leisure.  He stated that his interest was as a City Council representative on the Board of Carlisle Leisure.

Councillor Mrs Styth declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to Item 17(vi) and 21 Disposal of City Council Land for Affordable Housing Development and Minute CROS.118/07 Surplus Assets at Morton.  She indicated that her interest was because her property was adjacent to land being discussed.

Councillors Mrs Bradley, Morton and Stockdale declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to references to Concessionary Fares Scheme.  They indicated that their interest was in respect of eligibility to benefit from the Scheme.

Councillor Ms Quilter declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to the questions regarding Seatoller Close and items 17(vi) and 21 regarding potential Disposal of Land for Affordable Housing Development.  She indicated that her interest was in respect of her employment.

Councillors Morton, Fisher and Vasey declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any references to Belah Community Centre.  They indicated that their interest was in respect of their appointment as Members of the Belah Community Centre Management Committee.  

Councillor Morton declared an interest in any references to Sporting Clubs in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of Carlisle Rugby Club.

Councillor Graham declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the question asked by Councillor Boaden with regard to the Local Asset Vehicle.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of the business arrangements of a member of his family.  

Councillor Glover declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute EX.335/07 the Home Improvement Agency.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Tootle declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of items 17(vi) and 21 regarding the disposal of Council land for Affordable Housing Development.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Allison declared a personal and prejudicial interest in respect of items 17(vi) and 21 regarding disposal of Council land for Affordable Housing Development.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his business interests.

C.05/08
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Mayor

There were no announcements from the Mayor.

(b)
Leader of the Council

The Leader of the Council reported that a workshop on Carlisle Renaissance had been arranged for all Councillors.  The event was to take place on 7 February starting at 12.45 pm to 5.00 pm and would be open to all Councillors and Senior Officers.  The event would be held in the Council Chamber.

(c) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.06/08
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

(i) Peter Street, Corporation Road

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted by Mr S Osman.  The Mayor reminded Members of the provisions of Procedure Rule 10.1.  Mr Osman asked the following question:


“Why is the Council according to its Carlisle Renaissance Manager, willing to negotiate to procure property in Peter Street and Corporation Road when it is own DFMS Policy states that it wishes to retain both those Streets?”,

The Leader responded that the Council acknowledged that the Development Framework and Movement Strategy Policy set out a wish for the Council to retain Corporation Road and Peter Street as part of a mixed use development in Rickergate.  The City Council however had, since April 2006, had a policy and an agreed rationale to support land and property acquisition in furtherance of the objectives of Carlisle Renaissance.  The City Council would wish to see an ongoing acceptable mix of uses within the Rickergate area to support its vibrancy as a community.  He added that acquisition of properties by the Council could be one way of enabling and thus ensuring responsible management and investment in properties and the area as a whole.  It was within this context that the Council might consider the purchase of property and businesses within the whole of the Rickergate area including Corporation Road and Peter Street albeit that each case would be judged on the particular circumstances.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.1 Mr Osman asked a supplementary question and questioned whether the Council would consider reviewing its policy in this matter as the current policy and actions gave no comfort to the people who were either owners or tenants of properties in that area.

The Leader commented that the policy had been drawn up and the Council was awaiting the outcome of the Local Plan Inquiry and once the outcome of the Inquiry was received the Council would take stock as to what would happen next.

(ii) Local Plan Inquiry – Rickergate

The Mayor reported that the question which had been submitted on notice by Ms E Allnutt had been withdrawn.

(iii) Rickergate

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted by Ms J Templeton.  The Mayor again reminded Members of the provisions of Procedure Rule 10.1.  Ms Templeton asked the following question:

“On the 3rd September 2007 in a speech given at the National Council for Voluntary Organisation, the Prime Minister was quoted as saying the challenges that this country faces now and the future cannot be solved, cannot be met by top-down solutions simply by saying, as people often did in the past, that the man in Whitehall knows best.  Britain needs a new type of politics which embraces everyone in the nation and not just a select few .… a politics that is built on engaging with people and not excluding them.  Hazel Blears also added that “It is local people who understand the problems best, local people who have the real genius for solving them.


Why then are decisions regarding the residents of Rickergate being made behind closed doors and in secret”.

The Leader responded that the Council along with other Councils operated within the confines of a national framework to safeguard local democracy and governance in issues such as planning and to ensure policies set by the Government were adhered to.  Within the overall framework however local Council Members were mandated to make decisions affecting local issues. He added that Members were drawn from the local community and had been democratically elected to represent the local population.  It was by this process that decisions about the future of the Rickergate area were being made at a local level in Carlisle.  The decisions were not being made behind closed doors.  Decisions were made in accordance with the Council’s Constitution.  There has been open debate and consultation on the plans for the Rickergate area and other areas of the City Centre.  This had included consideration of development issues potentially affecting the Rickergate area within the Local Plan Inquiry at which local residents had taken up their right to make representations to the Inspector.  The Council was awaiting the outcome of that process in March 2008 and that would guide decisions made locally about the future direction of Rickergate and other City Centre areas.  The Leader also pointed out that the Council was giving time for ongoing dialogue with the Save Our Streets Group. 

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.1 Ms Templeton asked why, if the Council was engaged in open working, were comments on the Council’s website, including references from the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee expressing concerns about the governance arrangements for Carlisle Renaissance.

The Leader responded that Carlisle Renaissance was a regular item for consideration at the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  Members of the Council also received briefings and were involved in Workshops on Renaissance and received information via the Portfolio Holder’s report.  Decisions were not made in secret and Council decisions were also available on the website.

(iv) Seatoller Close

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a question submitted by Ms A Bulman.  Councillor 

Mrs Geddes asked the question on behalf of Ms Bulman.

“Since the field in front of Seatoller Close, Morton, is now registered as a town green and, therefore, cannot be built on, and in keeping with the City’s policy for the homeless, will the Council liaise with Carlisle Housing Association to have the moratorium on the flats in Seatoller Close lifted so that these empty properties are made available to new tenants?”

The Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing responded that she would liaise with Carlisle Housing Association with regards to these flats and would provide a written reply to Ms Bulman following the outcome of the meeting with Carlisle Housing Association.

C.07/08
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputations had been received from members of the public. 

C.08/08
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL

(i)
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question submitted on notice by Councillor Reardon.

Transition Towns Initiative
“Can an update be provided on investigations by Officers into the Transition Towns Initiative as raised at the July meeting of Carlisle City Council?”.

Councillor Bloxham circulated a written response to the question which referred to consideration of a report by the Executive on 19 November 2007, and also to further consideration of the matter by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on the 29 November.  The report also highlighted the arrangements for a Workshop on Climate Change and a presentation which had been given to the Carlisle Environment Forum on the 4 October.

(ii)
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.

Local Asset Vehicle


“To ask the Leader of the Council –

To note the concerns expressed by business tenants of the Council, namely that the Council is proposing to sell the land on our industrial estates from under the tenants and that the views of tenants have been ignored.

In view of these remarks, to ask for assurances that any process of establishing a Local Asset Vehicle, or similar body, will ensure full involvement and consultation with all those tenants of the Council who will be affected by the proposals, and that their views will be taken fully into account in determining the final recommendation?”

The Leader responded to the effect that the City Council were not proposing to sell the industrial estates but were exploring whether the Council could attract a partner to join them in a Local Asset Vehicle whilst retaining the Council’s interest in the land.  The Council were keeping tenants informed by the Industrial Estates Tenants Group’s newsletters, and further detailed consultation would take place with tenants once the Council had assessed the risks and rewards of the proposal.

Councillor Boaden asked a supplementary question regarding the uncertainty caused by the process.  The matter had been raised in February 07 and since that time the Council had narrowed the options from 5 to 2 and spent £100,000 to commission a report later in the year.  This delay created uncertainty about the future and he asked the Leader to reflect on that when the Executive were considering when further consultations would take place.

The Leader commented that the funding allocation was not new money and it was wrong to say £100,000 had been spent and the Executive were involving people and investigating the best way forward on what was a radical approach for the City Council.  The Executive were right to take specialist advice to help them get it right, the matter would be considered by Overview and Scrutiny and the Executive, and he urged all Councillors to get involved in discussions about the Local Asset Vehicle so that they were in a position to make well informed decisions at the appropriate time.

C.09/08
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on the 19 and 28 November, 10 and 17 December 2007.

Members of the City Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes, and it was

RESOLVED – (1)
That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 19 and 28 November, 10 and 17 December 2007 be received and adopted.

(2)
That pursuant to Minute EX.285/07 Councillor Ms Patrick make the necessary arrangements and accompany the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure around St. Aidans to highlight concerns of residents following the change to alternate weekly collections.

(3)
That Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing provide a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Boaden on the implications of the TUPE transfer of Home Improvement Agency staff.

(4)
The Leader of the Council provide a written reply to Councillor Weber on the breakdown of the spend of the allocated budget of £100,000 on consultants working on the Local Asset Vehicle and the anticipated future cost for consultants working on the Local Asset Vehicle.

C.10/08
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting :


Community Engagement


Learning and Development


Finance and Performance


Economic Development and Enterprise


Promoting Carlisle 


Health and Wellbeing


Environment and Infrastructure

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their reports and it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)
That the Portfolio Holder for Community Engagement provide Councillor Morton with a plan and timetable for the redevelopment of the Belah Community Centre.

(3)
That the Portfolio Holder for Learning and Development provide a written answer to the question raised by Councillor Morton with regards to some of the courses which were presently being arranged for Members training.

(4)
That the Portfolio Holder for Finance and Performance provide a written reply to the questions raised by Councillor Atkinson with regards to the Freedom of Information request as to how much the City Council had spent on consultants.

(5)
That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing provide a written response to the question raised by Councillor Mrs Rutherford with regards to the criteria used for assessing people as being homeless.

(6)
That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing provide a written response to the question raised by Councillor Boaden with regards to the performance of the Home Improvement Agency on delivering their targets.

(7)
That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Wellbeing ensure that the concerns raised by Councillor Tootle with regard to the need to include residents on Tait Street etc in any consultation on the effects of the road closure of Botchergate.

(8)
That the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure provide a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Bainbridge with regards to the possibility of filing planning correspondence on the website in the date order of receipt, so as to make it easier to locate.

C.11/08
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

(i)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Earp presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(ii)
Overview and Scrutiny Community
Councillor Mrs Luckley MOVED and Councillor Mrs Fisher SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 7 and 22 November and 3 December 2007.  Councillor Mrs Luckley also presented her Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 7 and 22 November and 3 December 2007 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(iii)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources
Councillor Earp MOVED and Councillor Mrs Fisher SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 7 November and 6 December 2007.  Councillor Earp also presented his Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Corporate Resources held on 7 November and 6 December 2007 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

(iv)
Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure
Councillor Mrs Rutherford MOVED and Councillor Ms Martlew SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 25 October and 7 November 2007.

Councillor Ms Martlew MOVED and Councillor Stockdale SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 29 November 2007.

Councillor Ms Martlew also presented the Vice Chairman’s report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 25 October, 7 November and 29 November 2007 together with the Chairman’s report be received and adopted.

C.12/08
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton MOVED and Councillor Mrs Parsons SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 21 November and 19 December 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 21 November and 19 December 2007 be received and adopted.

C.13/08
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Councillor Morton MOVED and Councillor Mrs Parsons SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 5 December 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Licensing Committee held on 5 December 2007 be received and adopted.

C.14/08
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons MOVED and Councillor Morton SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 7 and 9 November 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 7 and 9 November 2007 be received and adopted.

C.15/08
EMPLOYMENT PANEL

Councillor Glover MOVED and Councillor Bloxham SECONDED the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 

28 November 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Employment Panel held on 28 November 2007 be received and adopted.

C.16/08
NOTICE OF MOTION

(i) Lookaround
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.


“The Council notes the action taken so far in relation to the campaign to oppose the proposals from ITV to end the Lookaround programme on Border.  However, there is a need to ensure that public opinion on this matter has the opportunity to be fully expressed.


Accordingly, the Council resolves to instruct the Executive to examine the feasibility of organising a referendum to establish formally the views of the people of Carlisle in respect of the proposal to discontinue the only locally based television news programme in this area.


A report on this proposal will be made to the Council at the earliest opportunity on the basis that the poll, which will be independently verified, would be arranged to take place in conjunction with the local elections in May 2008 at a time when OFCOM will be formerly seeking responses to the ITV proposal.  


The Council further resolves to arrange for an all party delegation from the Council to join with MPs and others at an appropriate future date to meet with OFCOM, ITV and the relevant Government Minister to present the very strong case for the retention of the Lookaround programme”.

The Motion was SECONDED by Councillor Hendry.  

Councillor Mitchelson MOVED an amendment to the Motion of Councillor Boaden to delete paragraphs 2 and 3 and replace with:


“Accordingly, the Council resolves to instruct the Executive to continue its involvement in support of the campaign, and, in addition, to examine any further ways of how the Council can be engaged in keeping the campaign in the public spotlight.  Further reports on this subject should be made to Council at every opportunity”.  


The amendment was SECONDED by Councillor Bloxham.

The Mayor agreed to a five minute recess to enable consideration to be given to the amendment of Councillor Mitchelson.

The meeting reconvened at 8.50 pm.

Following substantial discussions on the amendment and voting thereon the amendment was AGREED.  Following further voting on the amendment which had now become the substantive motion, it was:

RESOLVED – That the substantive motion as set out below be agreed.


“The Council notes the action taken so far in relation to the campaign to oppose the proposals from ITV to end the Lookaround programme on Border.  However there is a need to ensure that public opinion on this matter has the opportunity to be fully expressed.


Accordingly, the Council resolves to instruct the Executive to continue its involvement in support of the campaign and, in addition, to examine any further ways in which the Council can be engaged in keeping the campaign in the public spotlight.


Further reports on this subject should be made to Council at every opportunity.


The Council further resolves to arrange for an all party Delegation from the Council to join with MPs and others at an appropriate future date to meet with OFCOM, ITV and the relevant Government Minister to present the very strong case for the retention of the Lookaround programme.”

C.17/08
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE 



COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
EX.293/07
Capital Budget Overview Disabled Facilities Grant
Pursuant to Minute EX.293/07(4) consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the City Council approve additional spending of £199,000 on Disabled Facilities Grants for 2007/08 to be funded from the additional Disabled Facilities Grant allocation received with the Council’s 40% contribution being met from within the existing Housing Strategy Budget.  A copy of Report CORP.57/07 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.  

Councillor Mallinson MOVED and Councillor Mrs Prest SECONDED the recommendation.  

A Member raised an issue with regard to the allocation of additional funding for Disabled Facilities Grants and the Portfolio Holder responded.

RESOLVED – That the Council approve additional spending of £199,000 on Disabled Facilities Grants for 2007/08.  The spending to be funded from the Additional Disabled Facilities Grant allocation received with the Council’s 40% contribution being met within the existing Housing Strategy Budget.

(ii)
EX.293/07 Dates and Times of Meetings

Pursuant to Minute EX.297/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Council agree the schedule of dates and times of meetings for the municipal year and note the dates and times of meetings of the Executive which had been chosen by the Leader.  A copy of report LDS.05/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.  

Councillor Mitchelson MOVED and Councillor Bloxham SECONDED and it was:

RESOLVED – That the City Council AGREE the schedule of dates and times of meetings for 2008/09 municipal year as set out in report LDS.05/08 and note the dates and times of the Executive which had been chosen by the Leader.

(iii)
EX.317/07 Consultation on Minerals and Waste Development Framework – Changes to the Preferred Options Core Strategy

Pursuant to Minute EX.317/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the comments set out in Section 2 of Report DS.116/07 with the addition of a statement “The Executive believes that energy from waste should still be investigated and pursued as it is an important need” be returned to Cumbria County Council as the City Council response to the consultation paper.  A copy of Report DS.7/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Bloxham MOVED and Councillor Mitchelson SECONDED and it was:

RESOLVED – That the comments set out in Section 2 of Report DS.116/07 with the addition of a statement that “The Executive believes that energy from waste should still be investigated and pursued as it is an important need” be returned to Cumbria County Council as the City Council’s response to the Consultation on Minerals and Waste Development Framework - Changes to the Preferred Options Core Strategy.

(iv)
EX.331/07
Local Air Quality – Final Draft Air Quality Action Plan

Pursuant to Minute EX.331/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be taken on board and the Final Air Quality Action Plan as attached to report CS.101/07 be endorsed and approved.  A copy of report CS.105/07 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Bloxham MOVED and Councillor Mitchelson SECONDED and it was AGREED that the comments of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be taken on board and the Final Air Quality Action Plan as attached to report CS.101/07 be endorsed and approved.

(v)
EX.332/07
Corporate Procurement Strategy and Code of Practice
Pursuant to EX.332/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that:

(1) The revised Corporate Procurement Strategy as attached to report CORP.54/07 be adopted by the City Council.

(2) That the Director of Legal and Democratic Services be instructed to amend the Contracts Procedure Rules in the Constitution to facilitate the use of framework agreements, competitive dialogue, electronic procurement (including dynamic purchasing systems and auctions) pursuant to the Public Contract Regulations 2006.

A copy of Report CORP.75/07 and Minute Extract had been circulated.

Councillor Mallinson MOVED and Councillor Mitchelson SECONDED and it was AGREED:

(i) That the revised Corporate Procurement Strategy as attached to report CORP.54/07 be adopted by the City Council.

(ii)
That the Director of Legal and Democratic Services be instructed to amend the Contracts Procedure Rules in the Constitution to facilitate the use of framework agreements, competitive dialogue, electronic procurement (including dynamic purchasing systems and auctions) pursuant to the Public Contract Regulations 2006.

(vi)
EX.354/07 Potential Disposal of Carlisle City Council Land for

affordable Housing Development
Pursuant to Minute EX.354/07, consideration was given to a request from the Executive that the City Council vary its policy on land disposals to delegate the power to the Executive to dispose of the sites specified in Report DS.120/07 at less than market value in order, to facilitate the provision of affordable housing if the Executive determines this to be necessary and appropriate.  A copy of Report DS.05/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Prest moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the Executive’s recommendation.

Councillor Boaden MOVED and Councillor Glover SECONDED an amendment that the item be referred back to the Executive to enable the Executive to give further consideration to;

a number of concerns with regards to the identified sites, the involvement in the disposals of local Ward Councillors, appropriate consultations with Registered Social Landlords, and, the delegating of decisions on the disposal of land at less than market value from the Council to the Executive.

On a point of order, Ms Martlew indicated that the reference in paragraph 2.1.9 to Scalegate Road/Leabourne Road should read “Buchanan Road/Leabourne Road”.

After some discussion, it was –

RESOLVED – (1)
That the reference from the Executive regarding the potential disposal of Carlisle City Council land for affordable housing development be referred back to the Executive for further consideration of the areas of concern highlighted by Members.

(2)
That the reference in paragraph 2.1.9 to Scalegate Road/Leabourne Road be amended to Buchanan Road/Leabourne Road.

C.18/08
SUSPENSION OF COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE

Pursuant to Council Procedure Rule 9 it was moved, seconded and AGREED that the meeting should continue beyond 9.45 pm to enable the remaining items of business to be considered.

C.19/08
STANDARDS COMMITTEE – PARISH COUNCIL



REPRESENTATION
Councillor Stevenson MOVED and it was SECONDED , and

RESOLVED – That the City Council note and approve the changes made by Carlisle Parish Councils Association to the Parish Council Representation on the City Council’s Standards Committee, the Parish Council Association having replaced their former representative Councillor Joscelyne Holland with Councillor W Little and nominated Councillor C. Nicholson as a substitute.

C.20/08

COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications which the Mayor wished to bring to the attention of the Council.

C.21/08
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED - That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the Public and Press were excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information, as defined in the Paragraph Number (as indicated in brackets against each Minute) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the 1972 Local Government Act.  

C.22/08
DISPOSAL OF LAND AT WAKEFIELD ROAD


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

Pursuant to Minute EX.358/07 consideration was given to a reference from the Executive regarding the disposal of land at Wakefield Road, Kingstown.  A copy of Report DS.03/08 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved and Councillor Mallinson seconded, and it was AGREED that –

(1)
It be noted that the Executive had consented to the release and leasehold disposal of land at Wakefield Road, Kingstown, on final terms to be agreed by the Head of Economy, Property and Tourism.

(2)
That approval be given to the disposal and the scheme of improvements to the Nature Reserve to be carried out at no cost to the Council.

C.23/08
POTENTIAL DISPOSAL OF CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL LAND


FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT


(Public and Press excluded by virtue of paragraph 3)

Pursuant to Minute EX.356/07 consideration was given to a private report with regards to potential disposal of Carlisle City Council land for affordable housing development.  The report contained the confidential information relating to the report which had been considered earlier in the meeting (Minute C.17/08 (vi)).  It was noted that the report earlier in the meeting had been referred back to the Executive for further consideration.

The Portfolio Holder responded to a question from Members with regards to a question on the valuation of sites identified in the report.

RESOLVED – That it be noted that the item at Minute C.17/08(vi) with regard to potential disposal of Carlisle City Council land for affordable housing development which had been considered earlier in the meeting had been referred back to the Executive for further consideration, and this report would also be referred back to the Executive.

(The meeting ended at 10.03 pm)
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