CITY COUNCIL (SPECIAL MEETING)

TUESDAY 27 MARCH 2007 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor P Farmer), Councillors Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Graham, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Reardon, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tweedie, Warwick, Watson, Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.67/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Aldersey, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Glendinning, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Stevenson, Stockdale and Tootle.

C.68/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Mrs Mallinson, Collier, Luckley, Mrs Bradley, Watson, McDevitt and Toole declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Better Government for Cumbria.  They indicated that their interest was as Members of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Atkinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the item of business relating to Better Government for Cumbria.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of the employment of a member of his family by the Cumbria County Council.

C.69/07
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) The Mayor

There were no announcements from the Mayor.

(ii) The Leader

There were no announcements from the Leader of the Council.

(iii) Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(iv) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.70/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions or petitions had been submitted by members of the public.

C.71/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice.

C.72/07
NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no motions had been submitted on notice.

C.73/07
BETTER GOVERNMENT FOR CUMBRIA

Consideration was given to a report prepared by the Better Government for Cumbria Working Group setting out an alternative approach to Cumbria Governance.  A copy of the Working Group’s report had been circulated to all Members of the City Council.  Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the following motion: 


“Carlisle City Council supports the outline approach in principle.


Notes that a fully worked up version of the model will be considered at a future meeting of the full Council that will include financial information and further detail in relation to the functions and roles of the various elements of the model.


Requests that a worked up version of six Most Purpose Authorities


should also be considered.


Will contribute to the model through a Member/Officer Working Group with representation from each of the political groups.


Authorises the Council Leader to write to Ruth Kelly MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, sending her the outline model and notifying her of the Better Government for Cumbria Working Group’s intention to develop and submit a more complete version of the model at a later date following its endorsement by the participating Councils.”

Adjournment of Meeting

Following circulation of copies of the above motion it was MOVED under Procedure Rule 14.10(G) that the meeting be adjourned to allow time for consideration of the motion.

The meeting reconvened at 7.15 pm

Members discussed the motion in some detail and sought clarification from the Leader on certain aspects of the motion.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Mitchelson as set out above be AGREED.

C.74/07
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(The meeting ended at 7.50 pm)
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