
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 17 DECEMBER 2007


EX.354/07
POTENTIAL DISPOSAL OF CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL LAND FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT (Non Key Decision)
 

(With the consent of the Chairman and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item had been included on the Agenda as a key decision although not in the Forward Plan)

Portfolio – Health and Wellbeing

Subject Matter - The Director of Development Services tabled amended public Report DS.120/07 detailing a number of currently unused pieces of land in the ownership of Carlisle City Council which could potentially be used for affordable housing development.  A further report on the matter would be considered in the private part of the meeting as it contained details of land valuations.

The Executive on 19 November 2007 (EX.284/07) had considered a motion from the Council on housing in Carlisle and had asked the Director of Development Services to report to the Executive on the potential to develop a number of sites which had been identified as potential for affordable housing.  The Director provided details of the potential development sites and their potential for use for affordable housing development.

Summary of options rejected – None

DECISION

That the Executive:

1.  
Accepts in principle that the sites identified in Report DS.120/07 have potential to deliver affordable homes for local people and approves Officers investigating further;

2.  
Agrees in principle to consider the disposal of these sites to an affordable housing provider, such as a Registered Social Landlord, at below market value;

2. Requests the Council to vary its policy on land disposals to delegate the power to the Executive to dispose of the sites specified in Report DS.120/07 at less than market value to facilitate the provision of affordable housing if the Executive determine this to be necessary and appropriate.

Reasons for Decision - To facilitate the development of affordable housing for local people to meet the need identified in the housing market assessments for Carlisle's urban and rural districts.  At present there was a clear shortfall between the level of housing need identified across the district and the amount of affordable housing that could be delivered through planning gain and housing corporation funded scheme.
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