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TULLIE HOUSE
Chair of New Shadow Board Appointed
The Chair of a new Shadow Board has been appointed to work with staff and Elected Members of Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery and Carlisle City Council as they explore and negotiate Trust status.

Roger Cooke will be leading the financial, legal and contractual negotiations in setting up a new structure and creating a Shadow Board so that the Museum can progress to a Trust and the transfer of the management and operation of the Museum to an independent Board of Trustees. 

Flood Appeal pictures go on show

An oil painting of Workington Bridge painted a year after the bridge was built in 1842 has gone on display in Tullie House Museum. The painting, part of the Tullie House collections, was possibly commissioned by Thomas Nelson, whose firm built the bridge using stone from the quarry at Schoose Farm, Workington. Carlisle artist, Sam Bough painted it and a second almost identical version for Henry Curwen of Workington Hall. The Hall was home of the Curwen family and can be seen in both paintings on top of the hill. The Tullie House painting shows the scene in the evening, whereas the Curwen family painting shows the scene in the morning. The view painted for Henry Curwen now belongs to Eldred Curwen.  

Following the devastating floods Workington (Calva) Bridge still stands, but it has been severely damaged and will probably be demolished and then reconstructed. The bridge is grade 2 listed and is one of only two bridges which join the two halves of Workington. Its demise is causing huge hindrance to the people of west Cumbria. 

Illuminating Hadrian’s Wall, a line of light from coast to coast

A once in a lifetime event took place on Saturday 13th March 2010 when  a spectacular line of light from coast to coast, followed the route of the 84 mile long Hadrian’s Wall Path National Trail. The event was led by Hadrian’s Wall Heritage Ltd and formed part of the world-class programme of festivals and events developed by culture10 in the North East of England and the Lakes Alive programme in Cumbria presented by Kendal Arts International and Manchester International Arts. Illuminating Hadrian’s Wall was also a flagship event to British Tourism Week 2010.

There were around 500 individual points of light, placed at 250 metre intervals of which 9 were manned by members of Tullie House staff. As the light made its way across the country Carlisle prepared to ‘welcome the light’, as it arrived in Cumbria with a huge torch light procession in the city centre and a VIP event held at Tullie House.
Friends of Tullie House purchases for the Art Collections

The Friends of Tullie House have generously purchased a magnificent Arts and Crafts copper bowl and charger made by Keswick School of Industrial Art for the collections. The ‘Greek’ bowl, so named after the historical design which inspired it, is encircled with laurel leaves. The charger has a floral cross at the centre formed from convolvulus flowers which cleverly fuses Norse and Celtic motifs. Both pieces have been decorated using the repoussé method which involves skilful punching, hammering and pressing techniques. The bowl was made in about 1900. The charger was designed by Isobel McBean, a principal designer at the School, and exhibited at the Home, Arts and Industries Exhibition in London in 1902. Both items complement the museum’s Arts and Crafts collection and will go on display in our new Pre-Raphaelites gallery due to open in early 2011 on the ground floor of Old Tullie House.
The Friends of Tullie House have also generously purchased one of Jem Southam’s photographs for the collection from his recent exhibition ‘Clouds Descending’ at Tullie House. The large photograph shows the view across Piel Channel from Snab Point, Walney Island. Southam is one of Britain’s leading landscape photographers. The Friends propose to dedicate this acquisition to David Clarke
Learning & Access

The Family Learning team held three successful workshops during March, including a special session for families from Barnardo’s West.

Tullie House played host to a vibrant Easter holiday schedule, with FREE daily Easter drop in sessions including a craft day, porcelain painting and FA Cup football skills. 
Also linking with national initiatives we will celebrate World Book Day on 1st April by welcoming families to a workshop run by acclaimed author, Janni Howker. Fully supportive of the City’s green agenda, we are hosting a workshop to celebrate Earth Day by making recycled crafts with environmental artist, Julian Longcake, who promises us a 6ft tree sculpture for our garden!

Our free Sunday programme of drop-in sessions which explore our collections and exhibitions in a fun and imaginative way continues to be robust, with drop ins taking place in the Current Parallax Views exhibition, taking inspiration from the FA Cup exhibition and linking to National Science Week, to name a few.
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