PORTFOLIO:

ENVIRONMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE

Report of

Portfolio Holder:

COUNCILLOR 

RAY BLOXHAM



REPORT FOR COUNCIL ON 12 SEPTEMBER 2006 FROM THE ENVIRONMENT &  INFRASTRUCTURE PORTFOLIO HOLDER

CAMPAIGN FOR CLEANER, GREENER AND SAFER

On Tuesday, 22 August the City Council launched its campaign to make the City cleaner, greener and safer, urging local residents and businesses to back the campaign.  Recently, we advertised for two Clean Neighbourhoods Enforcement Officers.  The appointments timetable will mean we meet our deadline of November to begin enforcement. The Council wishes to work alongside local people to tackle enviro crimes like graffiti, littering, dog fouling, fly tipping and fly posting.  A public awareness campaign, ‘Carlisle Cleaner than Ever’, has recently been launched.  Bus advertising, lamp post banners, posters, flyers and other promotional material have been placed around the City to make residents aware of the new powers under the Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Act.  

There are five areas, graffiti, littering, dog fouling, fly tipping and fly posting.  These have been highlighted on promotional material using five slogans - ‘Graffiti is a Gonner’, ‘Littering is Illegal,’ ‘Fouling is Forbidden’, ‘Fly Tipping is Terminated’ and ‘Fly Posting is Finished’.  City Council emphasises that fines can be issued to those who commit this form of anti social behaviour and urges local communities to contact the Council to report such crimes.  The contact number, 01228 8172000 is the number for reporting such crimes. 

The Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Act gives powers to the Council and enforcement officers to issue a minimum of £50 fine to people who drop litter, fly tip, spray graffiti, fly post, or distribute flyers or leaflets, or fail to clean up their dog mess, and issue fines to those who put out their rubbish bags too early.  

Officers from this Council have visited schools, community events and neighbourhood forums to spread the word. Once the schools are back we can reinforce our message by visiting them.  All of the major and minor food outlet traders have been contacted to back up the campaign with many requesting campaign materials to publicise the initiative.  I am trying to arrange a personal visit to KFC, Burger King and McDonalds to get them on board as well.   We have a protocol for dealing with minors who contravene our regulations and the public are now able to text environmental crime issues to the Council, which is a new means of contact.

Packs are, at the moment, going out to Community Centres this week along with service request cards to enable the public to bring enviro-crime and related issues to our attention.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENTS

As you will be aware, the Council recently approved a further £200,000 to fund environmental enhancements, in addition to the £310,000 agreed in the budget.  The Ward visits which both the Director of Community Services and myself are taking with Ward Councillors have proved to be extremely helpful in identifying issues to address.  In respect of planned works I can update you as follows.

Back Lanes Improvements – A programme of works has been agreed for 2006/7 and works have started.  Each of the Group Leaders have copies and the County Council are contributing £50,000 to match the City funding.

Parking Problems in Residential Areas – Officers have produced a prioritised list of locations and this has been agreed by funding partners.  Approval has been given to start works which do require an input from the Statutory Undertakers which I’m sure will influence the timing of the undertakings.  Again, the Group Leaders have been provided with details.

Other issues which have arisen and are being assessed are as follows:

1.
Provision of litter bins.

2.
A review of planters built into the highways in areas such as Denton Holme, Botchergate East, Hawick Street, etc.

AIR QUALITY
The Executive recently received a report about air quality exceeding benchmark levels in Currock Street.   I can now advise that DEFRA have now endorsed our report.   A consultation is about to be launched and subject to the feedback the Council will proceed to designate this as an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA).

The Council has already designated Scotland Road as an Air Quality Management Area and Officers have established a group to pull together an Action Plan as required by legislation.

WEEDS

This Council needs to be clear on the areas of responsibility regarding weeds in the highway.   I have written to the County Council - who are responsible for controlling the weeds on the main highways in Carlisle, seeking an improvement in their current standards.   Whilst some County Members appear supportive nothing has happened on the ground.  There has to be a better way than some people receiving a good service of weed control two, three and possibly four times a year from the City Council and others receiving virtually no control at all.  In some of our areas in the City and in the rural areas there are weeds that have been in the gutters for so long that sunflowers are actually flowering in the gutters.  The Council has my assurance that I will continue to pursue the County for improvements.

FLOOD DEFENCE PROJECT

The first phase of the project currently on site is well ahead of programme.  I am advised, mainly due to the good weather over the summer.   Should Members wish to arrange a site visit, if they contact me (or the Director of Community Services) we will endeavour to arrange this. 
WASTE SERVICES – REVISED COLLECTION ARRANGMENTS

A detailed implementation plan has been developed to ensure the scheme is brought in to the agreed timetable. First physical collection of new scheme programmed for 8 March 2007.

A meeting has been held with bin providers to agree delivery details of the 46,000 bins, which is a critical issue. The bins will be manufactured in England to cut carbon emissions through reduced delivery costs. 
All Members will shortly receive a “members’ pack” which outlines the publicity and awareness campaign.   These packs will be specific to each Ward to enable Ward Members to answer queries from the public.

Enforcement will begin when the scheme commences with the appointment after Christmas of two Enforcement Officers who will work with the Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Enforcement Officers.

As an update on our current performance after the first quarter of the current year our recycling rate has increased to 36.1% and the tonnages of residual waste taken to landfill has reduced by 14% from the same period last year.   I would like to congratulate all of those members of the public that have involved themselves so enthusiastically in recycling procedures.  

CARLISLE CREMATORIUM – 50TH ANNIVERSARY
Briefly to remind all Members that we are celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the opening of Carlisle Crematorium this year.   An open evening has been organised for Wednesday 27 September at 6.30pm and I hope all can make an effort to attend.

TACKLING UNTAXED VEHICLES

Under the Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Act the City Council has wide powers with regard to tackling untaxed vehicles.  The City Council is reminding local road tax dodgers to ensure that their vehicle is taxed or risk having their vehicle impounded and disposed of if charges are not paid.  

We have joined forces early this year with the DVLA to combat this problem of untaxed vehicles.  A major crackdown started on 3 April and as a result in more than 150 vehicles being reported, 35 of which have been uplifted.  More than £1,400 in charges has been paid to reclaim vehicles.  Carlisle City Council and the DVLA encourage all motorists to check their vehicles are properly licensed and, if not, to re-license them immediately.  People that don’t follow the rules and continue to park or drive untaxed vehicles on the highway will have their vehicles impounded.  These vehicles will subsequently be crushed if the relevant fines and costs are not paid.  Carlisle City Council offers a free vehicle disposal service for local residents that may have problems.  
LICENSING

Carlisle City Council are currently consulting on a draft Statement of Gambling Policy under the Gambling Act 2005.  Consultation period runs until 22 September 2006 and all Members have been sent a copy of the draft policy.  The final version will be considered by the Executive and thereafter the full Council for adoption later this year.

PLANNING

The Infirmary Street application which was rejected by Members against officers’ advice has been to appeal.  The appeal was upheld and costs are awarded against the Council. 

BV109 TARGET

The Council continues to meet the Best Value 109 speed of decision on planning application targets this year.  This has been achieved by a considerable amount of overtime.  However, following the release of funding, three appointments have been made to the three year fixed term post and the successful applicants will start in September.

PLANNING DELIVERY GRANT

The Minister of Housing and Planning has launched consultation papers on both the Planning Delivery Grant for 2007/8.  The Minister has also launched proposed allocation criteria and Housing and Planning delivery grants, which will replace the present Planning and Delivery Grant from 2008/9.  What this will mean to our allocation for this year is not quite certain.  
RD Bloxham 

