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Recommendations:.

That the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee note the report.
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 7025

To the Members of Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 18th January 2007

1.  Background

1.1 The Licensing Act 2003 was fully implemented on 24th November 2005 when Local Authorities assumed responsibility for all entertainment/liquor licensing.  Full details of the transition have been reported to this committee previously.

1.2 To date the following licences have been issued by this Council:

Premises Licence with alcohol
353

Premises Licences without alcohol
76

Club Premises Certificates with alcohol
25

Club Premises Certificates without alcohol
0

Personal Licences (authorise sale of alcohol)
679

Temporary Event Notices
271

On-going applications are being received for variations, transfers and temporary events, about 20 being considered at any one time.

1.3 The Licensing Section continues to promote best practice in respect of alcohol licensed premises which includes:

· Portman Code of Practice

· British Beer and Pub Association ‘Management of Responsible Promotions’ and ‘Point of Sale Promotions’.

1.4 Both of these documents have been promoted by licensing staff at meetings with the trade, Pub Watch, Licensed Victuallers etc. Instances of irresponsible drink promotions in Carlisle have not caused a problem during the last 12 months and no complaints or adverse comments have been received. 

1.5 The Licensing Section is currently finalising an inspection programme that will be consistent around the county.  Whilst this encompasses all licensed premises, city centre establishments will certainly feature high on the list due to the high occupancy figures especially at weekends.  Inspections will be carried out in partnership with the Police, Fire Service and Environmental Protection.  One of the tasks on the check list will be to ascertain the licence holders attitude to drinks promotions and steer them in the direction of the code and standards previously referred to.  The inspection process will be ongoing for the duration of the licence, based upon a risk assessment of the premises.

1.6 The Council Licensing Policy is now 2 years into its 3 year life span and has been utilised by applicants and during Licensing Sub-committee hearings.  The best practice documents previously mentioned are included in the policy’s 'Guides of Best Practice'.  The content of the policy is continually reviewed to ensure that appropriate amendments can be proposed during the formal review during 2007.  Information gained during the inspections will be reflected in the new draft policy document.
2. Police liaison

2.1 We continue to work closely with Cumbria Constabulary to discuss new applications, variations etc.  A number of mediation discussions have been held especially in connection with city centre premises.  These discussions have centred on, for example, the provision of door supervisors and opening hours of premises.  The majority have been resolved, however a small number have been referred to a Licensing sub committee.

2.2 Sergeant Higgin, the city centre police officer responsible for licensing, has reported the following information:

He has carried out a comparison of reported incidents for the City Centre for the period from 20th Dec to 5th January for 2005-2006 and 2006-2007. There were approximately 20 fewer incidents this year compared to last and significantly fewer assaults.

Sergeant Higgin hopes to attend the meeting to discuss any queries.
2.3 The Botchergate area has been the scene of a number of pedestrian related vehicle accidents during the evening/nightime over the years.  A Police initiative to close Botchergate to traffic for a trial period over one weekend was carried out in 2006.  This proved successful, however has not been repeated due to the commitment required.

2.4 Both the Police and Licensing staff are members of the Violent Crime and Disorder Task Group, which is currently chaired by the Chief Inspector Operations.  The group is currently looking at a number of initiatives to promote best practice in licensed premises.  Pub Watch is also involved in this initiative.

3
Hackney ranks

3.1  ‘Taxi Marshall’s’ have been provided at the two main city centre taxi ranks in Court Square and Warwick Road.  This has now taken place on four occasions, the most recent being the weekend of the New Year celebrations.  Funding came from the Police on the Friday and Saturday evenings. The initial trials proved successful, hence the reason for the initiative being repeated on subsequent busy weekends.

3.2 The purpose of the ‘Marshall’s’ is to meet and greet taxi customers, prevent the queue from moving down the street away from the taxi stand and to generally keep the queue orderly and in good humour.  Police Officers maintain close liaison with the ‘Marshall’s’ and would be called in the event of any problems.  

3.3 The loss of one of the main city centre taxi ranks outside Yates Wine Lodge continues to cause concern.  Cumbria County Council have agreed suggestions about providing additional night time ranks in bus bays, however the process of obtaining new traffic orders is still continuing.  The latest information is that this matter will be before Local Highways Committee in January.

3.4 Major road work disruption will take place in the Court Square area when United Utilities commence the next phase of their pipe renewal in March 2007.  The taxi rank at Court Square Brow will be displaced during this work, but details are still being finalised.  United Utilities are in negotiations with a number of organisations to achieve this.

4. RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee note the content of the report.

Prepared by 

Jim Messenger

Licensing Manager

Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers: None
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