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EX.022/05
DEALING WITH ABANDONED VEHICLES (Non-Key decision)

Portfolio
Environment, Infrastructure and Transport

Subject Matter

To consider a report from the Head of Commercial and Technical Services (CTS.1/05) enclosing the Minutes of a special meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 9 December 2004 on the outcome of a review of how the City Council deals with abandoned vehicles.

The review had highlighted certain suggested changes to existing policy as follows:-

- Dealing with untaxed vehicles

The DVLA have a scheme whereby they can give authority to Councils to clamp or immediately remove untaxed vehicles.  Many Authorities prefer not to clamp, preferring to immediately remove to storage any untaxed vehicle.

The City Council Car Parking Enforcement Team experienced problems with untaxed vehicles, many of which receive a large number of penalty charge notices for parking contraventions and it can be difficult to trace the owners of these vehicles.  The Parking Team would welcome the early removal of these untaxed vehicles.

It was suggested that the City Council could enter into an agreement with the DVLA to remove, store and dispose of untaxed vehicles.  The City Council would levy charges for dealing with these vehicles which are intended to ensure that all costs are recovered.

- Joint Agreement with the County Council

Under the relevant legislation, the City Council is responsible for the collection of abandoned vehicles with the County Council responsible for storage and disposal.  Discussions with the County Council indicate that they would be willing for the City Council to administer their functions on their behalf, subject to an agreement being signed between the two Authorities.

It was suggested that, in consultation with the City Council's Legal Services Unit, an agreement be entered into with Cumbria County Council dealing with the storage and disposal of abandoned vehicles, such agreement to include provision for the City Council to recover all relevant costs.

- Timescales for removing and storing abandoned vehicles

It was suggested that current policy be reviewed to speed up the removal process, which can extend to 7 days for a vehicle with value on the highway and 15 days for vehicles with value on private land.

Many Authorities are now adopting policies under which vehicles are removed immediately, or at least within 24 hours and taken to store.

It was suggested that the City Council revise current procedures to allow for removal after 24 hours.  On private land, it was suggested that agreements be made with landowners where vehicles are usually dumped which would enable removal within 24 hours.

Further investigations could also be made into the legality of introducing a scheme to allow immediate removal of vehicles.

- Car clear scheme

Details of a "Car Clear Scheme" introduced in Bristol was submitted.  This scheme is aimed at dealing with the problem of abandoned and burnt out vehicles involving a partnership by a number of agencies.  The approach is now recognised as Best Practice by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.  The Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee had requested a further report on this option by the end of March 2005, although in the light of the recent floods, this timescale would need revisiting.

Details of funding/staffing issues were also submitted.  A budget bid for £14,000 in 2005/06 and £20,000 in subsequent years had been made to enable the Abandoned Vehicle Co-ordinator post to be made permanent which should greatly enhance the City Council's effectiveness in dealing with abandoned vehicles.

There were additional sources of income from dealing with the storage of vehicles on behalf of the County Council and seeking to recover costs from the last registered keeper of abandoned vehicles in dealing with the vehicle.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1. That the City Council enter into an agreement with the DVLA regarding the removal of untaxed vehicles.

2. That the City Council enters into an agreement with Cumbria County Council permitting the City Council to deal with the storage and disposal of abandoned vehicles.

3. That the City Council adopts a policy of removing abandoned vehicles within 24 hours and examines the feasibility of immediate removal for vehicles with little value.

4. That the Head of Commercial and Technical Services prepare a more detailed report on the option of introducing a "Car Clear Scheme" in Carlisle for consideration by the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee at a future meeting.

5. That the budget bid proposals set out in Paragraph 1.7 of Report CTS.1/05 including the bid for £14,000 in 2005/06 and £20,000 in subsequent years to enable the Authority to continue to deal with abandoned vehicles under its statutory duty be noted.

6. That it be agreed that the last registered keeper should be pursued to recover any appropriate costs.

7. That the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee be thanked for the work undertaken on this subject review of abandoned vehicles.

Reasons for Decision

The proposed changes should result in abandoned vehicles being dealt with more effectively.  This is intended to reduce the number of burnt out and vandalised vehicles.  The Car Clear Scheme will help to support these initiatives.







