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EX.143//06
ENVIRONMENTAL ENHANCEMENTS (Key Decision)

(With the consent of the Chairman, and in accordance with Rule 15 of the Access to Information Procedure Rules, this item had been included on the Agenda as a key decision, although not in the Forward Plan)

Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter

The Director of Community Services submitted Report CS.36/06 on options for the Executive to consider should the City Council agree to a supplementary estimate of £200,000 from Right to Buy receipts being used for environmental enhancements in addition to the £100,000 already allocated in the 2006/07 Budget.

A report had been considered by the Executive on 12 June 2006 and had identified the following three key areas for environmental enhancements:-

· back lanes;

· amenity lighting;

· parking problems in residential areas.

The emerging priority of these related to parking in residential areas and he recommended that the majority of any further funding be targeted towards this problem.  Carlisle Housing Association had now confirmed that £30,000 would be made available to assist with this work, and they are also committing further funding to address problems in the Morton area.  To date no funding has been confirmed from the County Council.

Officers from the City, County Councils and Carlisle Housing Association are currently working together to produce a costed and prioritised programme of improvements.   A number of issues will shape this programme:-

· Different solutions will be required at different locations dependent upon the layout and location and depth of mains services.   In some instances, it may be better to provide drop kerbs to enable a vehicle to be parked in gardens off the highway;

· Priority should be given to locations which are on a bus route or where access for emergency vehicles is restricted by parked vehicles;

· The current water main renewal works by United Utilities may provide opportunities as part of their reinstatement works;

This programme is currently being developed and, whilst there are problems in numerous locations in Carlisle, the major problems appeared to be in Morton, with Botcherby, Currock, Harraby, Upperby and Yewdale all having a significant number of reported problem areas.   Once completed, the prioritised programme would be submitted to the County's Highways Working Group for consideration prior to approval by the Director of Community Services and the Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder.

The Leader referred to problems experienced in Brampton and was anxious to ensure that Members notified the Director of any other problem areas.  The Director responded that the potential scale would exceed the supplementary estimate and therefore it was a question of focussing on priority areas in line with set criteria.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.  That the Executive recommends the City Council to grant a supplementary estimate of £200,000 to enable an expansion of the environmental enhancement programme, primarily to address parking problems in residential areas.

2.  That approval of the work programme be delegated to the Director of Community Services and the Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder following consultation with the Highways Working Group.

Reasons for Decision

The increased funding would enable a significant improvement to be achieved in the quality of local environments, quality of life and safety in those areas.   This is an important component of the Council’s, 'Cleaner, Greener and Safer' priority where there is a major demand for improvements.







