
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

Board & Delivery Team

Following Council’s decision to establish the new delivery mechanism for Carlisle Renaissance the recruitment of the non-executive members of the Carlisle Renaissance Board is substantially complete. Twenty-six applications came forward for these positions and an announcement of the successful candidates will be made shortly once the process has been completed. Interviews for the position of Programme Director will be completed w/c 28th April 2008.

Cumbria County Council’s Cabinet has agreed to the establishment of the new delivery mechanism and has confirmed its funding commitment. A Collaboration Agreement between the three ‘founding’ partners (Carlisle City Council, Cumbria County Council and the Northwest Development Agency) has been drafted based on the Heads of Terms reported to Council. All members have received a briefing note outlining key issues in respect of corporate governance, accountability, contract procedures and decision making under this new mechanism.

Action Plan

Work has commenced on the preparation of a draft Action Plan based on the recently adopted Economic Strategy. This plan will focus on major projects from across the three themes of the strategy; people, place and connections, which have the potential to make a significant impact on economic performance across the Carlisle City-region. 

The Action Plan will be the business plan for the new Board. Its role and that of the delivery team in respect of this plan will depend on the nature of each specific project, ranging from direct responsibility for project management to providing leadership and assistance in securing resources for delivery by other organisations.

The Action Plan must be approved by each of the three ‘founding’ partners and a draft will come to the Executive Committee in May 2008 to be considered for adoption as part of the City Council’s policy framework and all Overview & Scrutiny Committees will be included in the formal consultation process. The schedule is included in the Leader’s Forward Plan of Key Decisions of the Executive. 

City Centre Development

The Local Plan Inspector’s Report was published in April 2008. Rickergate, the Citadel and Caldew Riverside will now be identified as areas for regeneration in the Local Plan. The Inspector’s report recommends the preparation of detailed briefs for these areas. 

The City Council has recently appointed professional advisers to prepare development briefs for Rickergate and Caldew Riverside. They and officers of the City Council are also assisting the University of Cumbria in drawing up a detailed scheme for Caldew Riverside which will include a new headquarters and a range of faculty and associated facilities. 

A first phase of University development on the Caldew Riverside is scheduled to open in 2011. Development briefs for the Rickergate and Citadel area will come to Council for approval later this year and will be used as the basis for securing development partner(s) in 2009. The City Council has recently acquired a number of properties in the Rickergate area and a Memorandum of Agreement is already in place between public sector landowners to collaborate and support regeneration in this area.

A consultation draft City Centre Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework Council will be considered by Council in April 2008 before going out to public consultation. The first phase Historic Quarter public realm improvement scheme come to the Executive for approval in April 2008 and other schemes are at the preliminary design stage. A consultation draft planning brief for the Caldewgate/Shaddongate area will come to Council in September 2008 before going out to public consultation. Work on an Area Action Plan for Botchergate South / St Nicholas area will commence in April 2008.

CARLISLE PARTNERSHIP

The Carlisle Partnership continues to enjoy support from all sectors (public, private, voluntary and community) and we are grateful for the time and efforts of partners who provide chairs for the priority groups. 

The activities of the four Priority Groups continue to develop. Of particular note are: -

Children & Young People

· Steady progress with the YMCA Foyer project.
· The roll out of Local Delivery Platforms into the Longtown/Brampton area and Carlisle West. 
Healthy Communities & Older People

· Further investment in Stop Smoking services in the City.

· Continuation of the Age Concern project to increase the take up of benefits by older people.

· Communities for Health Network.

Economic Development & Enterprise

· The revision of aims and membership of the group to compliment the activities of the Carlisle Renaissance Board.

Safer, Stronger Communities

· Development work continues to reinforce the “Stronger” theme. 

Milestones

· We continue to focus on raising the public profile of the partnership.  A newsletter has been published updating Partners on activities and events. The newsletter is available on the web-site or from carlislepartnership@carlisle.gov.uk or telephone 01228-817022.

· The Healthy Communities and Older People group will be taking a key role in the examination of the opportunity for Carlisle to become a World Health Organisation “Healthy City” in late 2008. 

· The Partnership Executive is reviewing the aims and membership of the priority groups in view of the advancing agenda.  

Cumbria Local Area Agreement (LAA)

The Partnership is engaged fully in the CSP processes developing the “new style LAA” to go active in April 2008. The Indicators have been agreed with Government Office and negotiation of targets is now in hand.

Cumbria Sustainable Community Plan

The partnership continues to be engaged with CSP in the preparation of the above. 

Governance Structures and Cumbria Strategic Partnership Development

The partnership continues to be engaged with CSP in the development of plans to take forward new governance mechanisms for Public Services within Cumbria. In particular the Partnership is committed (with the other district LSPs) to ensuring that the local needs of our respective areas are met and that our partners at the local level are fully engaged with the process and that their voices are heard. 

A Community Plan for Carlisle 2007 – Report and Refresh

The final draft of the Community Plan refresh is now completed and will be presented to full Council on April 29th.

Briefings
Familiarisation briefings for elected members wishing to have a broader understanding of the work of the partnership are available from the Partnership Manager either in groups or individually.
Carlisle Focus – Summer 2008

The Summer edition of Carlisle Focus is in production and will be delivered to residents and businesses during the first week of June.

We will be recognising the diverse nature of our City featuring sport and play activities for children and young people as well as celebrating cultural Carlisle through the Festival of Nations and the Culture Bazaar taking place at the end of June and the beginning of July.

Summer events will be a key feature not only offering events at Tullie House and Talkin Tarn but also in the community. Another community article is about the valuable contribution made by the various ‘Friends of’ groups to our parks and greenspaces.

COMMUNITY EVENTS 2008

Carlisle and Borders Spring Show

Sunday, 4 and Monday, 5 May 2008

Upperby Gala

Monday, 26 May 2008

Festival of Nations

Monday, 30 June – Sunday, 6 July 2008

It is intended to run workshops through the week culminating in performances in the City Centre on Saturday 5th July and a Bazaar at Trinity School on Sunday 6th July organised by Saj Ghafoor.  

Carlisle Fireshow

Saturday, 1 November 2008

Councillor M Mitchelson

Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder
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