

REPORT TO COUNCIL – 13 SEPTEMBER 2005

WASTE MANAGEMENT.

Waste management is one of the issues that this committee is involved in at the moment and it is an ongoing item.  We have got a Waste Collection Focus Group looking into the future of the Council’s refuse collection service.

To fully understand the issues around Waste Collection Services, visits by the Waste Collection Focus group to Teesdale District Council on 9th August, Stockport Borough Council and Staffordshire Moorlands Distict Council on 16th August took place to see how these Councils dealt with their waste collection services.  Waste Management and waste minimisation are issues that this Committee will be taking forward in its work programme.

POTENTIAL SUBJECT REVIEW TOPICS FOR THIS COMMITTEE;

It was agreed that:


Waste Minimisation and

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act should be Subject Reviews during the year 2005|06.

The Committee also agreed to deal with the following matters as “one-off” Agenda items


Environmental Performance of the Council;

Grounds Maintenance Polices in CHA areas and the rest of the Council’s open spaces which the Council is responsible for.

GRASS CUTTING

Minute OSM.31\05 from the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee of 7 July 2005 detailed their strong concerns regarding grass cutting and weed removal on housing estates and in other areas throughout the City.  This issue is to be fully scrutinised by Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee in the coming months.

There is an issue regarding maintenance of the Council’s “green areas” and the policies around this will be subject to scrutiny and the outcome from this review, with the Committee’s recommendations, will then be submitted to the Executive.

I have to say that this Committee is fully aware of the issues that faced the Parks Department post floods and would wish to thank them for getting our City Parks that were flooded back into the beautifully maintained Parks that we are so proud of. But there is the ongoing problem in the estates, both private and CHA, regarding grass cutting and weed control which need to be addressed.

I move the report and will take any questions.

Councillor E Mallinson.

Chairman

Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee

1 September 2005
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