
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

EXECUTIVE

HELD ON 22 JANUARY 2007


EX.008/07
REVIEW OF THE REGULATORY REFORM (HOUSING ASSISTANCE) ORDER 2002 - PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING RENEWAL POLICY (Key Decision)

Portfolio - Sustainable Communities


Subject Matter - The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.03/07 enclosing a report (DS.208/06) which was considered by the Executive on 18 December 2006 (Minute excerpt EX.296/06) seeking review of the Regulatory Reform Order documents.  The Executive had noted the retention of the vast majority of the current Regulatory Reform Order document, but had proposed some amendments.  The report had been referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration and comment.

The Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 18 January 2007 (Minute Reference COS.09/07) had considered the report and a Minute Excerpt was submitted.  The Chairman of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee was present at the meeting and reported that the Committee generally welcomed the changes to the Order.  The Committee was looking forward to receiving further details on the Equity Release Scheme.  In relation to Empty Homes Grants, the Committee had raised concerns about the Scheme being used to underpin social housing landlords (Housing Associations) activities and suggested that it should be focussed on privately owned properties rather than social housing.

The Sustainable Communities portfolio holder thanked the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee for their consideration of and input to the matter, commenting that the Committee had raised valid concerns.  She agreed that social housing should not be included in properties eligible for Empty Homes Grants.

Summary of options rejected - To retain the current £25,000 maximum Disabled Facilities Grant.

DECISION

1.  That the Executive notes the retention of the vast majority of the current Regulatory Reform Order document, but agrees the following amendments:

(i)  
The introduction of Empty Homes Grants, at a maximum of 50% of a total approved expense of £20,000 - (maximum grant therefore £10,000), in order to minimise continuing problems with anti-social behaviour and neighbourhood blights caused by vacant properties; and

(ii)
 Recommend a higher Disabled Facilities Grant, with the introduction of a Discretionary DFG element to cover costs over the current prescribed maximum up to a maximum of £30,000.

2.  That in relation to Empty Homes Grants, officers should give clear consideration to the issues regarding social housing and the possible distortion of the Scheme.  Social housing should not be included in the Scheme.

Reasons for Decision - To review the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) Order 2002.
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