
CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

The launch of the Carlisle Renaissance Prospectus was held in the Sands Centre on Friday 26 August.  The Deputy Prime Minister John Prescot participated in the launch and gave his enthusiastic support.  This signalled the start of a period of consultation during which local organisations and individuals have the opportunity to have a say on the future of the City and the role they or their organisation can play in realising it. The feedback will shape the next stage of the work.

Work is now under way in establishing the Implementation Team, a group of officers, led by the City Council but including secondments from other agencies, which will carry out the work necessary to implement the Renaissance vision.  There is a report elsewhere on this Council agenda requesting the resources for those elements of the team and its work to be supported by the Council.  In the interim, DTP consultants are undertaking the role of Programme Director.

An early priority will be to establish a Development Framework for Carlisle’s urban core.  This document will guide future planning strategy and public and private sector investment.  It will look at how areas can be improved and enhanced and seek to define distinctive ‘quarters’ that have their own identity and purpose.  The Framework will be developed alongside an integrated strategy that addresses traffic congestion and parking and supports all modes of transport, including public transport, walking and cycling. It will ensure that there is a stronger link between movement and land use planning. 

The City/County Joint Members Steering Group continues to give direction and oversight to Carlisle Renaissance.  It has now agreed its role in governance of the programme.  The City Members Working Group is also meeting regularly to co-ordinate the Council’s role in leading the Renaissance programme.   A session to update all Members of the Council and the County Council’s Carlisle Local Committee was set up for 22 August in advance of the Prospectus launch.

EVENTS

Festival of Nations

Hundreds of local Carlisle school children sampled some international skills on the run up to July’s Festival of Nations event in Carlisle city centre

The Carlisle City Council two day Festival of Nations was held on Saturday and Sunday (9 – 10 July) and musicians and dancers from around the world performed in the city centre shopping area.

Pupils from over 30 primary and secondary schools took part in a diverse range of activities which included Italian flag throwing, ribbon dancing, henna craft, sari dressing Indian music and dance, Chinese calligraphy, Polish music and dance, origami and African drumming.

Some of the Festival of Nations performers took part in the week long workshops and students were given the opportunity to ‘have a go’ themselves.

Pop2the Park

This year Pop2the Park was held on Sunday 7 August.  This was again a popular event held on a sunny afternoon in Bitts Park.  A strong line up of acts was enjoyed by an estimated attendance of around 7,000.

Fire Show

The Annual Fire Show will be held on Saturday 5 November in Bitts Park shortly before 

7 pm.

This year’s theme will be based on the fact that it is 400 years since the Gunpowder Plot.

Christmas Programme 

A draft programme of Christmas activities is outlined below:

BLOOMSBERRY CHRISTMAS FAYRE – TITHE BARN – 3 – 6 November
Unique event where international designers will be demonstrating products and gift ideas for Christmas.  Exclusive items from all over the world – hand blown Russian glassware/animated figures/festive ribbon from Germany and Italy – food demos and themed music.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON –  Sunday 20 November 

CHRISTMAS GROTTO – OLD TOWN HALL – 20 November – 24 December

Fabulous ‘Eskimo Ice Mine’ Experience.  Admission reduced to £1 to make it as accessible as possible to children visiting Carlisle City Centre

CHRISTMAS FARMERS’ MARKET – City Centre  –  2 December

CAROL PARADE – DATE TBC
Carols in the Cathedral and City Centre.  Entertainment and Hog Roast in Tithe Barn

‘MADE IN CUMBRIA’ CHRISTMAS MARKET – City Centre – 8  – 10 December
VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS IN THE MARKET HALL – 9  –  10 December
FESTIVE FAMILY FUN AT TULLIE HOUSE AND THE GUILD HALL – 17 December
TRADITIONALLY THEMED GUIDED WALKS – Attractive Programme of Guided Walks – Ghost Tour (14  December), Dark History of the Citadel (7 December), Costumed Tours of Carlisle Castle (27 -30 December), ’King David’s Castle’ tour (30 November)

CHRISTMAS FANTASIA OF FLOWERS – Lanercost Priory 15 -18 December 

Sensational Floral Creations including floral art designs by TV’s Carl Wilde, musical performances and candlelit carol services.

SANDS CENTRE PANTOMIME
This year’s pantomime at the Sands Centre is Cinderella, which will run from the 14 – 29th December.

Tour of Britain - Carlisle stage

Hundreds of spectators cheered on world class cyclists taking part in the Carlisle stage of the Tour of Britain today (Wednesday 31 August).

The City was chosen as the start venue for one of the six national stages.  Sponsored by the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA), the second stage of the Tour  includes 96 of the world’s top professional cyclists competing for the coveted leader’s yellow jersey.  The 100-mile North West stage will conclude in Blackpool and will include the Shap Fells and sprints in Shap, Kendal and Hornby.

Great Food Fair

Carlisle City Council hosted the region’s largest Food Fair over the bank holiday weekend (Friday 26 – Monday, 29 August).

The city centre based festival included the return of the popular Continental Market throughout the four-day food fair and Made in Cumbria stalls on the Friday and Saturday.

The continental market, arranged by the Market Place Europe Ltd, included over 30 stalls from the far reaches of Europe. Goods included charcuterie specialist meats from Corsica, freshly baked French Apple and Fruit sponges, a Spanish trader cooking authentic paella, and wine and beer merchants selling quality Bordeaux.

The programme also included daily entertainment on the bandstand.

Carlisle Focus

The autumn addition of Carlisle Focus is being distributed week commence the 6th September.
Carlisle Focus has been shortlisted for a prestigious national award.

Carlisle City Council is one of four local authorities shortlisted in the ‘Best Civic Newspaper/Magazine (under 60,000 circulation)’ category of this year’s CIPR (Chartered Institute of Public Relations) Local Government Group - Excellence in Communications Awards 2005. 

The winner of the ‘Best Civic Newspaper/Magazine (under 60,000 circulation) will be announced in September, at the CIPR’s awards ceremony.

The Carlisle Focus was shortlisted in the same CIPR category last year and was also the overall winner of the PR Week Corporate Publications category, beating off competition from international organisations including Rolls Royce, Motorola and Abbey Building Society.

Local Democracy Week 

This will be the fourth year that the City Council has supported Local Democracy Week, from 17 to 23rd October.  Each year we hold a series of events to encourage young people of all ages to think about decision-making and how Carlisle City Council works. 

In addition to the Young Mayor Event, which will be on Monday 17 October, we are approaching the city’s secondary schools to see if they would like to host a Political Speed Dating event. We are also proposing to develop an interactive quiz involving a word search and a Snakes and Ladders game.

Each year councillors support the week’s activities and they can do so again, whether it’s visiting their local school or youth group, volunteering to take part in the speed dating event or encouraging schools to take part in the Young mayor event.

Communities Re-united

Communities Reunited, the organisation set up in the aftermath of the January floods to provide support to victims, is organising another free advice day on Friday. 2 September, covering health and wellbeing issues.

People were be able to ‘test-drive’ a range of complementary therapies at the session in the Old Town Hall in Carlisle, where the Communities Reunited initiative is based.

Communities Reunited is a partnership between Carlisle City Council, Cumbria County Council and Carlisle Churches Flood Response Team.  It aims to keep in touch with those affected by the floods, help them with practical support and advice and bring dispersed communities back together.

This latest advice day was aimed at helping those victims who are feeling stressed, are losing sleep through worry over the renovations on their homes or just need to chill out.

The Advice Day follows the success of the first three topical advice day. The first on 8 July, coinciding with the six-month anniversary of the floods, dealt with insurance problems.  The second, on 22 July, covered ‘Bricks and Mortar’, and the last one covered benefits.

Flood victims are being urged to visit the Old Town Hall in the city centre and colour in their homes on giant maps displayed there.  It is important to know where the flood victims are currently living so that the needs of the community can be assessed.  The Floodart exhibition is also on display as well as some film of the floods.

A special Communities Reunited newsletter is produced monthly and mailed out to more than 3,500 people on the Communities Reunited database, giving up-to-date advice and letting them know what help is available.

playfair scheme

The first group of local children who ‘play fair’ will be awarded a matchday package, which will include free Carlisle United home tickets in September, as part of a new Carlisle City Council and Carlisle United FC youth project. 

Coaching sessions and the opportunity to meet the newly promoted Carlisle United team are also up for grabs for girls and boys who are judged ‘player of the match’ for their conduct off the pitch, as well as on the pitch. Supported by Unison, NACRO and Cumbria Police, the pilot scheme is thought to be the only one of its kind in Cumbria. It aims to encourage good citizenship and discourages anti-social behaviour.

Youngsters aged between 8 to 12 years old, who play in the Carlisle Glass Youth Football League, will be eligible for the new Playfair awards

The initiative was launched on Sunday, 31 July as part of Carlisle United’s Brunton Park open day. 

The Playfair scheme begins in September, to coincide with the start of the football season and forms part of Carlisle United’s Football in the Community project.

· town twinning

This year’s town twinning meeting between Carlisle, Slupsk and Flensburg was held in Carlisle on 8th 9th and 10th of July.  Delegates accompanied by members and officers of Carlisle City Council attended a range of visits during the 3 days.  

The official dinner on the Sunday evening was held in the Lakes Court Hotel and was attended by the German Consul General, Ingo Radcke and First Polish Councillor Darius Laska.   

At the business meeting a range of subjects were discussed and these included:- 

1. Youth and Civic Exchange in 2006 – which will be hosted by Slupsk towards the end of July/ August.

2. The possibility of erecting a sculpture in each of the three cities linking the town twinning.

3. The encouragement of co-operation between students living in the three cities/towns.

4. Looking at the possibility of linking web sites from each of the partner cities.

5. Cultural exchanges.

6. Carlisle Renaissance and flood recovery. 

7. Looking at the possibility of using European Union funding in town twinning activities.

8. Co-operation with school of foreign languages in Slupsk .

9. Sporting exchange.

10. Environmental issues.

11. Co-operation between Primary Schools in twin cities.

Members from Slupsk and Flensburg attended  the Civic procession and service in the Cathedral on the Sunday afternoon to mark the 60th anniversary of  the ending of the Second Word War.
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