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7th April 2005

DEALING WITH ABANDONED VEHICLES
1. Introduction
1.1 On the 9th December 2004 this Committee considered report CTS 23.04 which set out details for improving the way the Council deals with Abandoned Vehicles.  This report has been prepared to update members of the actions already taken to implement the new procedures previously discussed.  It should be noted that the Council’s budget for 2005/6 onwards now included for a permanent post of Abandoned vehicles officer.   In addition through January and February resources were redirected to other priorities, which has disrupted progress, particularly in developing the car clear scheme.   During the flood event over       flood damaged vehicles had to be removed as their owners had taken no action to remove them.   A progress report is given below:-

2. Progress Report
2.1 Removal of Untaxed Vehicles
· A meeting has taken place with DVLA and an agreement has been signed, on the 8th March 2005 giving the Council authority to act on behalf of the DVLA.  It is expected to be 6 weeks before the DVLA can carry out training of our staff.  As soon as this is completed the scheme could commence.  Council Officers are seeking quotations from local vehicle removal contractors to remove and store untaxed vehicles.  Hopefully this work can be completed within 6 weeks so that implementation of the scheme is not delayed.

· It is proposed that authorised staff from the car parking section will spot unlicensed vehicles or respond to reports received from the public.  Details will be recorded  and staff will seek authority, over a 24 hour web link, from DVLA to immediately uplift the vehicle.  If authority is given a formal CLE 2/6 notice will be issued to the vehicle and the removal contractor will be instructed to remove the vehicle to the storage pound.  The DVLA will be informed of all actions taken at the end of each day.

· Each vehicle will be inspected, its condition recorded and an assessment made as to whether the vehicle is of value or not.  Vehicle of value will need to be stored for a minimum of 14 days, vehicles of no value for 8 days.  When authorised by DVLA vehicles can be disposed of by crushing or by auction where appropriate.  

The Council will retain all fees to fund the operation of the scheme.     

· £160 for impounding

· £15 per day for storage

These charges are currently being reviewed and are likely to increase.

· Prior to the introduction of these proposals DVLA will liase with the City Council to ensure adequate publicity if given.

2.2 Agreement with Cumbria County Council
· The Legal Services Manager is preparing the agreement, which will permit the City Council to deal with the storage, and disposal of abandoned vehicles on behalf of the County Council.  The County Council will be requested to fund all relevant administration costs together with the costs of work carried out by the collection/storage contractor.  It is envisaged that administration costs of at least £10,000 will be recovered under this agreement.  It is expected the draft agreement will be prepared by the end of March 2005 enabling income to be received for the new financial year.

2.3 Removal of Abandoned Vehicles Within 24 Hours
· The situation has improved and abandoned vehicles of no value are now served with a 24 hour notice before they are removed.  If a vehicle is considered to be dangerous it is removed immediately.

· Vehicles of value are removed immediately after their condition is first recorded.  This is to prevent them being vandalised.

· Vehicles abandoned on private land must still be served with a 15 day notice (the notice is served on the land owner seeking permission for the vehicle to be removed).  In order to speed up this process an agreement is being prepared by Legal Services which each Landowner where vehicles are usually abandoned will be asked to sign.  This will give the Council permission to remove abandoned vehicles without the need for a 15 day delay.  This scheme is expected to be in operation by the end of March 2005.

· The Abandoned Vehicle Co-ordinator advises that abandoned vehicles now appear to be reported more quickly which therefore enables a prompt removal to be arranged.

2.4 Car Clear Scheme
· A separate report is being prepared on the proposed “car clear” scheme and this will be presented to this committee at a future meeting, current plans are to report at the meeting on 23rd June 2005.

2.5 Recovering Costs from  the Last Registered Keeper
· As previously agreed arrangements are being made to recover the costs of dealing with abandoned vehicles from the last registered keeper.  Legal Services are finalising details of the legal notifications to be used which are based upon procedures used by other authorities in the north.  This procedure will be introduced as soon as possible.

2.6 Dealing with Stolen Vehicles
· The Abandoned Vehicle Co-ordinator has recently identified a new problem area concerning stolen vehicles, which are not being collected by the registered keepers.  Owners are notified by the Police of the vehicle locations but some owners take no action to recover the vehicle.  Discussions are taking place with the Police to establish what should happen to these vehicles.

3.0 Recommendations
3.1
It is recommended that members note the progress being made to implement the 

changed procedures for dealing with abandoned vehicles.
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