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EX.296/06
REVIEW OF THE REGULATORY REFORM (HOUSING 


ASSISTANCE) ORDER 2002 – PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSING 

RENEWAL P0LICY (Key Decision)

Portfolio
Sustainable Communities

Subject Matter

The Director of Development Services submitted Report DS.108/06 seeking review of the Regulatory Reform Order documents in light of:

· representations made to increase the maximum grant available for Disabled Facilities (Aids and Adaptations); and

· the continuing problems caused by vacant properties throughout the district, which are attracting anti-social behaviour and causing blight in the neighbourhoods.

The Director advised that the Order came into force on 18 July 2002 and placed a duty on Local Authorities to adopt and publish a revised Housing Renewal Policy.  The new Policy was introduced in September 2003 and reviewed in October 2005, to ensure the tools being used to deliver housing renewal were appropriate and to ascertain whether any additional tools that were regarded as being more appropriate would need to be incorporated.

As part of the Review it was being proposed to leave the Regulatory Reform Order document in its original form, apart from considering some options in relation to the:

· Grants;

· Equity Release; and

·  Empty Properties

The Sustainable Communities portfolio holder referred to the options in relation to Disabled Facilities and recommended that Option (b) - Recommend a higher Disabled Facilities Grant (DFG), but the introduction of a Discretionary DFG element to cover costs over the current prescribed maximum up to a maximum of £30,000 be proposed.

Summary of Options Rejected

Retain the current £25,000 maximum Disabled Facilities Grant

DECISION

That the Executive notes the retention of the vast majority of the current Regulatory Reform Order document, but proposes the following amendments:

I.
The introduction of Empty Homes Grants, at a maximum of 50% of a total approved expense of £20,000 - (maximum grant therefore £10,000), in order to minimise continuing problems with anti-social behaviour and neighbourhood blights caused by vacant properties; and

II. Recommend a higher Disabled Facilities Grant, but the introduction of a Discretionary DFG element to cover costs over the current prescribed maximum up to a maximum of £30,000.

2.
That the report be referred to the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee for consideration and comment.

Reasons for Decision

To review the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) Order 2002.







