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IOS.15/06
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME TIMETABLE UPDATE
The Local Plans and Conservation Manager introduced Mr Chris Pearson, Development Manager for Carlisle Renaissance, to the Committee.

Mr Hardman then presented Report P.06/06 setting out potential revisions to the timetable for production of planning policy documents as detailed within the Council’s Local Development Scheme, including the review of the Carlisle District Local Plan.

He outlined the background to the matter and circumstances which had inevitably resulted in delays to the Local Plan Inquiry which was now scheduled for December 2006/January 2007 with the Plan adopted in spring 2007.

The Carlisle Renaissance Prospectus had been launched in August 2005 and partly overlapped the Redeposit consultation on the Local Plan.  A number of questions had been asked as to how the Local Plan and Carlisle Renaissance fitted together.  The Carlisle Renaissance Prospectus was a visionary document to inspire and challenge concepts of how the City functions and the interrelationship between  different land uses, which meant that it could not be fully integrated into the Local Plan as there was still ambiguity over development intentions.

To drive forward the major physical aspects of the Carlisle Renaissance Programme consultants had been engaged to produce a Development Framework for the City Centre and immediate hinterland, and a Movement Strategy for the whole of the City.  The outcome of that consultancy would then be considered further by the Consultancy Team with a view to coming forward with more detailed options on the three most prominent sites (Rickergate area, Citadel area and Viaduct Road Estate) which, in turn, would be subject to further consultation in May/June.

Development Briefs would be prepared for those transformational projects which would have to be included within the Local Development Scheme in order that they could become Supplementary Planning Documents.  To ensure that the Local Plan was as up‑to‑date as possible the Development Framework and Movement Study findings needed to be integrated further to the stages of consultation and Officers were in continuing discussion with the consultants undertaking the work in order that the Local Plan was aligned with the outputs of the Carlisle Renaissance programme.

The Local Development Scheme contained a number of Supplementary Planning Documents intended to be produced and linked to new policies contained in the Local Plan.  Officers were investigating the options of adopting Supplementary Planning Documents sooner where they related directly to updated Structure Plan policies (e.g. Wind Energy and Landscape Character as contained in report P.02/06).

Mr Hardman added that Government Office had advised District Council’s updating the Local Development Schemes to do so with expediency before the end of March 2006 in order that the most appropriate version of the Local Development Scheme was in place and used for monitoring purposes.

Members’ views were sought on the revisions to the timetable contained within the Local Development Scheme regarding the Carlisle District Local Plan and other planning policy documents.

In considering the matter, Members made the following observations –

(a) A Member was appalled at the number of ‘to let’ notices erected on the right hand side of Lowther Street when, at the same time, planning applications were coming forward for out of town office developments.  She questioned what could be done to protect the viability of the City Centre.

Mr Hardman acknowledged that it was an issue, linked with Carlisle Renaissance work.  Some policies were possibly not strong enough but new planning guidance made sequential testing stronger.  

Carlisle Renaissance would be looking at the office market, the problem being that older office units were not necessarily right therefor.  

Mr Pearson added that consultants had been engaged through Carlisle Renaissance to look at the issues.  Consultation was being undertaken on the process to revitalise the City Centre and improve movement into and around Carlisle and progress would be as outlined at the event to be held the following day, to which all Members were invited.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Committee accepts the revisions to the timetable contained within the Local Plan Development Scheme regarding the Carlisle District Local Plan and other planning Documents.

(2) That Members contact the Overview and Scrutiny Support Officer with their questions for the Workshop in order that a meaningful dialogue can be achieved.







