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FACILITIES TEAM

Carbon management (CO2 reduction)

Over the last few years, the Facilities Team with support from key staff have taken steps to reduce the energy consumption in our buildings.  One remarkable success story relates to gas consumption in the Council’s main buildings; the Civic Centre, Bousteads Grassing, the Crematorium and Tullie House.  During the period 2005/06 the City Council consumed 5,694,351kwh of gas at these sites, and during 2008/09 this had dropped to 4,019,057kwh, or a 30% reduction in a three year period.  In terms of emissions, this equates to a reduction of 743 tonnes of carbon dioxide, a welcome reduction on the Council's carbon footprint.

Energy trends in the public administration sector over the past few years show that electricity consumption continues to rise.  Our electricity consumption also continues to rise, particularly at the Civic Centre which is the next challenge. 

To continue the good work achieved so far, a Carbon Management Plan is now in place with a number of energy efficiency projects already underway.  These include energy efficient window and boiler replacements in a number of Community Centres, heat recovery technology at Tullie House and voltage optimisation at Bousteads Grassing and the Crematorium.   Feasibility studies are in progress for a Combined Heat and Power (CHP) project and biomass boiler at Bousteads Grassing.  All capital projects, including new build and refurbishments, are assessed for their impact on the City Council’s carbon footprint.

In addition, since 2005/06 the City Council has managed to reduce the number of miles driven for work business by nearly 100,000 miles, the equivalent of four trips round the world and a reduction in carbon dioxide of 34 tonnes.  Recent green transport initiatives include signing up to the Cumbria Liftshare Scheme that helps match staff who wish to share commuting journeys and a Commuter Challenge race on the 18th June.
Resource Planning

Current live Projects:-

a) Chances Park Restoration supported by lottery funding, is scheduled to go out to tender on 22nd June with an anticipated start on site by contractors, late August.

b) Ghyll Bank Gypsy & Travellers Park (circa £1.3m).  Discussions are currently taking place with lowest tenderers, with a view to award in the near future and start on site late August.

c) Raffles Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) has commenced with anticipated completion end of July.

d) River Petteril bank reinstatement at Stonyholme has commenced with anticipated completion (weather permitting) end of July.

e) Trinity Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) – Scheduled to be built on the difficult old Trinity Church site, progress is dependent on a number of responses to queries raised and adequate funding availability.

f) Moorville Road play area (Lowry Hill).  Progress is currently on hold pending positive responses on a number of queries raised through community consultation.

g) Heysham Park play area recently completed.

h) Investigations into playing field drainage improvements and access track extension underway at Sheepmount.

 

Planning 
Draft Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 4 is currently out to consultation. The document proposes to consolidate and streamline national planning policy by combining existing PPG4 (1992), PPG5 Simplified Planning Zones (1992), PPS6 Planning for Town Centres (2005), the economic development aspects of PPS7 Sustainable development in Rural Areas (2004) and paragraphs 53, 54 and annex D of PPG 13 Transport. This report summarises the key elements of the draft PPS, the main changes to existing national guidance and the draft policies proposed.

Carlisle Planners have reason to celebrate the half yearly Planning Performance Checklist of local authorities’ handling of planning applications that has recently been published showing Carlisle as the 69th best planning authority in the country. 

The performance checklist shows at a glance how local planning authorities are reaching decisions on planning applications in the year ending September 2008. The Checklist shows performance against the three handling targets set from 1 April 2002 with the emphasis on the need for timely handling of major applications.

The targets for handling applications are as follows:

•
60 per cent of major residential, commercial and industrial applications to be determined within 13 weeks; 

•
65 per cent of minor residential, commercial and industrial applications to be determined within 8 weeks; 

•
80 per cent of all other applications to be determined within 8 weeks.

The City Council improved its performance in dealing with major planning applications by 19% between April 2008 and the end of September 2008. Performance rose from 63.2% to 82.3% and was the joint third biggest improvement in the Country. (The national target is 60% of major applications to be determined in 13 weeks.)

Carlisle’s performance for the year ended 31 March 2008:

The Council received 62 major applications, with 82% of those being decided in under 13 weeks, 339 minor applications were received, with 73% being decided in less than 8 weeks and 705 other applications were received, with 86% being decided in under 8 weeks.
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