CITY COUNCIL
TUESDAY 4 MAY 2010 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:

The Mayor (Councillor Graham), Councillors Allison,  Bainbridge, Bell, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Cape, Mrs Clarke, Clarke (M), Collier, Earp, Ellis, Farmer (C), Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Mrs Geddes,  Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Harid, Hendry, Layden, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Mallinson (J),  Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Ms Quilter, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Robson, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Styth, Tootle, Mrs Vasey, Mrs Warwick, Watson, and Weedall
C.60/10
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Atkinson, Devlin, McDevitt, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Tweedie, Weber and Wilson.
C.61/10
MINUTES SILENCE

It was with great sadness that the Mayor reported the death on 25 April 2010 of Councillor Ray Knapton, who had served as a City Councillor from 1983 until his recent resignation due to ill health.  

Members stood in a minutes silence as a mark of respect to the memory of Councillor Knapton.

C.62/10
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of the City Council held on 2 March 2010 were received and signed as a true record of the meeting.

C.63/10
PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED – That the Agenda be agreed as circulated.

C.64/10
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the Annual Report of the Audit Committee.  She indicated that her interest was as a Member of Cumbria County Council.

C.65 /10
ANNOUNCEMENTS
(a)
The Mayor
The Mayor, the Leader of the Council, the Leader of the Labour Group and the Leader of the Liberal Democrats Group paid tribute to the late Councillor Knapton.  They highlighted his work during his 27 years as a Councillor which included his time as the Mayor of Carlisle in 2000/2001.  Councillor Knapton had earned the respect of all of the Councillors and officers within Carlisle City Council during his time as a Councillor and had always understood the needs of the City as well as those he represented.  Councillor Knapton had been a friend as well as a colleague.
The Mayor thanked Members and Officers, in particular Miss Martin, for their support during his Mayoral year.  The Mayor also invited all Members and Officers to stay behind at the conclusion of the meeting for a small reception to mark the end of the Civic year.

(b)
The Leader of the Council
There were no announcements from the Leader of the Council.  
(c)
Members of the Executive
There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.  
C.66/10
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by members of the public.
C.67/10
PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS
(i) Petition – Request for Reinstatement of a Regular City Council Road Sweeper for the Botcherby Ward Area
RESOLVED – That the petition requesting the reinstatement of a regular City Council road sweeper for the Botcherby Ward area be deferred until the July meeting of the City Council.
(ii) Petition – Requesting that Carlisle City Council and/or Cumbria County Council enter into discussions with the owner of the Waverly Viaduct (namely British Railways Board), to agree the purchase of this ‘listed’ structure, formerly a railway viaduct on the disused Waverly Route to Edinburgh; that the Viaduct is restored and maintained in a state which befits a Grade 2 Listed Structure to secure its future use as a means of access; that the Councils apply for financial assistance to fund the restoration or as part of a ‘Renaissance’ Scheme; and that discussions are held with local landowners to establish suitable approach routes to the Viaduct for walking and cycling
Pursuant to Procedure 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of a petition from Mrs Bowman outlining the above requests.
In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.11, Mr Ramshaw and Mrs Bowman addressed the Council on behalf of the petitioners.  Mr Ramshaw explained that the Waverley Viaduct was listed because it was an excellent example of 19th century architecture.  The long distance footpath of Roman wall passed under the southernmost arch which was also a fine example of a skewed brick arch.  The bridge had been used as an unofficial crossing place for cyclists, walkers and fishermen and linked Etterby with Newtown and Belle Vue areas.
Mr Ramshaw reminded Members that British Rail Board (BRB) in Residuary in York had spent over £20,000 testing the bridge and were going to make the bridge deck safe and construct suitable barriers.  When the temporary planning permission for blocking the bridge ran out they would offer the bridge to the city for nothing.  This would give immediate restoration of footpath access and would allow cyclists to commute between the north and south.
Mr Ramshaw added that the re-opening of the bridge would encourage tourism in the area as well as creating more traffic free and safer routes around the city for walkers and cyclists.

Mrs Bowman added that she was extremely proud of the people of Carlisle who supported the petition to bring a beautiful but neglected listed bridge back in to use.  She agreed that the bridge could improve tourism and would provide safe access to all.  Mrs Bowman highlighted some supporting comments from local people with regards to the bridge.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure presented Report ED.01/10 which had been prepared by the Assistant Director (Economic Development) and explained that the bridge was not owned by the City Council and BRB Residuary, as the owners, should be taking care of the bridge as a listed building.  He added that he was aware of the application for boarding on the bridge for health and safety reasons but he was clear that he did not want the bridge boarded up long term.  He stressed that there was a need for dialogue with BRB to progress the matter.  He also reminded Members that the Council had no knowledge of the condition of the bridge or the foundations and so more discussions were needed.
A Belle Vue Ward Councillor spoke in support of the petition and felt it was important that the City did not lose a piece of 19th century Victorian heritage.  The petition showed that the citizens of Carlisle wanted the bridge open and she encouraged the Council to move forward in the process.
Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:
RESOLVED – (1) That the petition and report relating to the Waverly Viaduct be received.
(2) That discussions are undertaken with Cumbria County Council as to the future options and potential role for the Viaduct in the transport network around Carlisle.  The Portfolio Holder and a representative of the organisers of the petition be involved and kept informed of progress.

C.68/10
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.
C.69/10
EXECUTIVE
Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor J Mallinson seconded the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 15 March and 12 April 2010.  
Members of the City Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 15 March and 12 April 2010 be received and adopted.

(2)  That pursuant to Minute EX.049/10, the Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Development provide a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Glover with regard to the reduction in funding to Community Centres. 
(3) That pursuant to Minute EX.051/10, the Portfolio Holder for Culture and Community Services offered to provide a written reply on receipt of list of the questions raised by Cllr Glover.

C.70/10


PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS
Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:

Performance and Development

Finance 

Economy
Promoting Carlisle

Health and Community Development
Environment and Infrastructure

Culture and Community Services

The Portfolio Holder for Performance and Development congratulated the Council’s Legal Services Team for their recent results in their annual Lexcel Accreditation Assessment and in relation to the recent inspection by the Office of the Surveillance Commissioner in connection with the Regulation of Investigatory Procedures Act.

The Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure had circulated immediately prior to the meeting two leaflets, produced in house, which outlined the events and activities to be held in 2010 in Carlisle’s parks and green spaces.  

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their reports, and it was – 
RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) That the Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Development provide a written response to the request raised by Councillor Tootle for the number of transient sites available for travellers in the district.

C.71/10
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S



REPORT

(a)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel 
Councillor Mrs Clarke moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 5 and 25 March 2010 be received and adopted.  
Councillor Mrs Clarke also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 5 and 25 March 2010 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.
(b)
Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Allison moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 18 February and 1 April 2010 be received and adopted.  
Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 18 February and 1 April 2010 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(c)
Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel
Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 25 February and 8 April 2010 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Rutherford also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Environment and Economy Overview and Scrutiny Panel held on 25 February and 8 April 2010 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

C.72/10
SCRUTINY ANNUAL REPORT
A copy of Report OS.12/10 enclosing the Annual Report of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny function for 2009/10 had been circulated, together with excerpts from the Minutes of the Community; Environment and Economy; and Resources Overview and Scrutiny Panels.  

Councillor Mrs Rutherford moved and Councillor Mrs Farmer seconded the report and its recommendations. 

The Labour Group placed on record their gratitude for the excellent work and support of the Overview and Scrutiny Officers.
RESOLVED – (1) That the Scrutiny Annual Report for 2009/10 be noted.
(2) That the Scrutiny Chairs Group, the Executive along with the Chief-Executive and the two Directors meet informally to discuss how to improve the working relationship between the Executive and Scrutiny and develop positive, efficient practices for policy development work and dealing with Forward Plan items[Scrutiny Chairs Group and Executive];
(3) That all Portfolio Holders ensure that they attend all the relevant formal Overview and Scrutiny meetings and present major reports. This would replace the current system of Panels inviting Portfolio Holders to particular meetings for specific items [Executive].
(4) The piloting of Lead Members in the Panels should be explored carefully at the Development Session for each Panel. The discussions should make clear the role of the designated Lead Members and how they would be supported [All 3 O&S Panels, monitored by Scrutiny Chairs Group].
(5) That the wish of the Panels to expand Task and Finish Group working be fulfilled next year, making use of the new support arrangements [All 3 O&S Panels, monitored by Scrutiny Chairs Group]
(6) That the Panels aim to renew the focus on greater involvement of non-scrutiny Members, the public and service users in scrutiny panel meetings and Task and Finish Group work [All 3 O&S Panels, monitored by Scrutiny Chairs Group].
(7) Scrutiny Members remain concerned about the new support arrangements for Scrutiny and ask to be provided with a detailed list of the respective responsibilities of the senior officers and the scrutiny officer as they relate to the various elements of work required to support the panels [Senior Officers] 
(8) The Scrutiny Chairs Group are asked to monitor the new arrangements next year, particularly to ensure that the Panels are fully supported and that the respective responsibilities of the scrutiny officer and senior managers are proving to be clear and unambiguous.  To eliminate any early teething troubles, the Scrutiny Chairs Group should carry out an assessment of how the new arrangements are working half-way through the 2010/11 civic year [Scrutiny Chairs Group].
(9) The Scrutiny Chairs Group should commission a piece of Task and Finish Group work (with at least 2 Members from each of the 3 O&S Panels) to examine whether the number of Panels remains appropriate and the pros and cons of changing the number of panels. The review will draw on experiences in other local authorities and will consider the make-up with different numbers of scrutiny panels and different ways of working. In carrying out this work, there should be no presumption that there needs to be a change to the current number of panels [Scrutiny Chairs Group].

C.73/10
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE
Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded, the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 12 March 2010.
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 12 March 2010 be received and adopted.

C.74/10

AUDIT COMMITTEE
(a) Minutes
Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Farmer (P) seconded, the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 9 April 2010.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 9 April 2010 be received and adopted.

(b)
Annual Report 2009/10
Pursuant to Minute AUC.26/10, Councillor Mrs Mallinson presented the Annual Report of the Audit Committee for the municipal year 2009/10.  Councillor Mrs Mallinson paid tribute to the Members and officers of the Audit Committee for the work which they had undertaken over the last year.  
RESOLVED – That the Council note and accept the Audit Committee’s Annual Report for 2009/10.

C.75/10

APPEALS PANELS
Councillor Weedall moved and Councillor Graham seconded, the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 12 February 2010. Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Mrs Rutherford seconded, the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panels held on 14 April 2010.
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Appeals Panels held on 12 February and 14 April 2010 be received and adopted.

C.76/10

NOTICE OF MOTION

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no motions had been submitted on notice by Members of the Council.
C.77/10
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK
(i) EX.008/10 and EX.060/10 – Corporate Plan 2010-2013
Pursuant to Minute EX.008/10 and EX.060/10 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Corporate Plan be adopted.  A copy of Report PPP.18/10 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Earp moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

AGREED that the Corporate Plan, as attached to report PPP.18/10, be received and adopted by the City Council.
2) That the Portfolio Holder for Environment and Infrastructure provide a written response to the request raised by Councillor Tootle for a breakdown of figures for National Indicator 155, number of affordable homes delivered.

(ii) EX.045/10 and EX.061/10 – Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan
Pursuant to Minute EX.045/10 and EX.061/10 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan be adopted.  A copy of Report DS.25/10 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Collier seconded and it was:

AGREED that the Solway Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Management Plan as circulated under Report DS.25/10 be agreed and adopted by the City Council.

(iii) EX.046/10 and EX.062/10 – North Pennines AONB: Planning Guidelines and Building Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Documents
Pursuant to Minute EX.046/10 and EX.062/10 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the draft North Pennines AONB: Planning Guidelines and Building Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Documents be approved for public consultation.  A copy of Report DS.26/10 and Minute Extracts had been circulated.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Collier seconded and it was:

AGREED that the draft North Pennines AONB: Planning Guidelines and Building Design Guidance Supplementary Planning Documents, as attached to Report DS.26/10, be approved for consultation.

C.78/10

OPERATION OF PROVISIONS RELATING TO CALL-IN



AND URGENCY ANNUAL REPORT

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 15(1) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules, the Assistant Director (Governance) reported GD.11/10 on the Operation of Call-in and Urgency Procedures over the last year.

RESOLVED – That the report be noted and the current procedures on the operation of call-in and urgency be continued.

C.79/10

COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications or items of business brought forward by the Mayor as a matter of urgency to be dealt with at the meeting.

(The meeting ended at 8.35pm)
