CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 6 MARCH 2007 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor P Farmer), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman,  Bowman S, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Fisher, Mrs Geddes, Glover, Hendry, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitcheson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Ms Patrick, Mrs Prest,          Ms Quilter, Reardon, Mrs Riddle, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Tweedie, Warwick, Watson, Weber and Weedall.

C.47/07
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dodd,                       Mrs Glendinning, Graham and Wilson.

C.48/07
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the City Council held on 4 January, 16 January, 6 February 2007 were received and signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meeting.

The Minutes of the Meeting of the City Council held on the 19 February 2007 were received.

C.49/07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Glover declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the items of business relating to the Review of the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) Order 2002, Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy and Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy.  

He stated that his interest was in respect of his employment.

Councillor Aldersey declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion relating to Belah School.  He stated that his interest was in respect of a relative.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of any references to Kingmoor Park.  Her interest was in respect of her husband’s membership on the Board of Kingmoor Park.  

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any references to Cumbria County Council.  She stated that her interest was as a Member of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in the item relating to Health Care in Cumbria and Lancashire – Clinical Assessment and Treatment and Support Services Public Consultation.  She indicated that her interests was as a non Executive Member of the Board of the North Cumbria Acute Trust Hospitals.

Councillor Tweedie declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to Belah School.  He stated that his interest was in respect of a child who was being educated at Stanwix School.  

Councillor Knapton declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any reference in the minutes to Kingmoor Park.  He indicated that his interest was as a Board Member of Kingmoor Park.

Councillors Morton and Mrs Fisher declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion relating to Belah School.  They indicated that their interest was as representatives on the Management Committee at Belah Community Centre.

Councillors Collier and Mrs Luckley declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion relating to Belah School.  They indicated that their interest was as  Members of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Tootle declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in relation to the Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy.  He indicated that his interest was in respect of his employment by a Housing Association.

Councillors Hendry and Mallinson declared a personal interest in respect of the item relating to the Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy.  They indicated that their interest was as Members on the Board of the Cumbria Housing Association.

C.50/07
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Mayor

The Mayor reported that there would be a further motion to be dealt with under Item 15D regarding the imprisonment and detention of the Cumbria Anti Corruption Campaigner, Dr Sarah Wykes.

(b)
Leader of the City Council
The Leader of the City Council recorded the Council’s thanks for the Emergency Services and the volunteers who had assisted in the recent rail crash at Grayrigg.  The Leader of the Council further expressed sympathy for the families of the fatality  from the crash and for any passengers and families of any passengers injured in the crash.

(c)
Executive
Councillor Mrs Geddes, Portfolio Holder, Learning and Development reported that the City Council had been successful in obtaining funding of £70,000 from the Community of Interest Fund.  She added that the funding would be used in year 1 in respect of the design and delivery of the ACE Programme.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.51/07
COUNCIL TAX 2007/08

Consideration was given to a report of the Director of Corporate Services (Corp.90/06) setting out the relevant calculations which the City Council, as “Billing Authority” was required to undertake in order to set the overall amount of Council Tax for 2007/08.  

The Director reported that in accordance with the provision of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, the City Council had calculated its tax base, the City Council, Cumbria County Council and the Cumbria Police Authority had calculated their budget requirements for 2007/08 and the County Council had issued a precept upon the City Council in the sum of £36,275,869 and had set its basic Council Tax figure as £1,070.30p.  

The Cumbria Police Authority had issued a precept on the City Council in the sum of £5,798,772 and set its basic Council tax figure at £171.09p.  

The Director of Corporate Services further added that the City Council was now required to set the level of basic Council Tax in 2007/08 in respect of City Council services, the level of Council Tax to be charged in different parts of the City Council’s area, the basic amount of Council Tax applicable to each category of dwelling in each part of the City Council’s area and the total amount of Council Tax to be levied in 2007/08 inclusive of Cumbria County Council and Cumbria Police Authority Precepts applicable to each category of dwelling in each part of the City Council’s area.

Councillor Mitchelson moved, Councillor Jeffeson seconded and it was :

RESOLVED -

1.  That it be noted that at its meeting on 6th March 2007 the City Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2007/08 in accordance with the regulations made under Section 33 (5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:-






(a)   33893.11 being the amount calculated by the City Council in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year.






b) Part of the Council's area




Parish of:


ARTHURET
745.37

ASKERTON
53.57

BEAUMONT
179.46

BEWCASTLE
138.66

BRAMPTON
1,556.06

BURGH BY SANDS
458.95

BURTHOLME
82.78

CARLATTON & CUMREW
47.93

CASTLE CARROCK
124.40

CUMMERSDALE
160.65

CUMWHITTON
135.82

DALSTON
1,045.21

DENTON NETHER
105.61

DENTON UPPER
35.98

FARLAM
217.18

HAYTON
843.48

HETHERSGILL
130.99

IRTHINGTON
315.81

KINGMOOR
204.08

KINGWATER
56.67

KIRKANDREWS
159.03

KIRKLINTON
137.75

MIDGEHOLME
21.21

NICHOLFOREST
141.79

ORTON
167.08

ROCKCLIFFE
288.26

SCALEBY
132.35

SOLPORT
56.27

STANWIX RURAL
1,232.32

STAPLETON
81.01

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
1,327.77

WALTON
106.49

WATERHEAD
53.28

WESTLINTON
131.02

WETHERAL
2,219.42

& for the urban

area of CARLISLE
20,999.40


33,893.11

being the amounts calculated by the City Council in accordance with Regulation 6 of the Regulations, as the amount of Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

2.
That it be noted that at its meeting held on 19 February 2007, the City Council determined its Budget Requirement for 2007/08 in accordance with the provisions of Sections 32 (a) to (e) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended) as £16,512,357.

3.
That the following amounts be now calculated by the City Council for the year 2007/2008 in accordance with Sections 32 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 (as amended):-

(a)
£10,121,731
being the aggregate of the sums which the City Council estimates will be payable for the year into its General Fund in respect of redistributed Non-Domestic Rates, Revenue Support Grant, increased by the amount of £10,635 being the sum which the City Council estimates will be transferred in the year from its Collection Fund to its General Fund in accordance with Section 97 (3) of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 (Council Tax surplus).



(b)
£188.55
the amount at 2 above less the amount at 3 (a) above, all

divided by the amount at 1 (a) above, calculated by the City Council in accordance with Section 33 (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year.



(c)
£390,868
being the aggregate amount of all special items referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act.



(d)
£177.02
being the amount at 3 (b) above less the result given by dividing the  amount at 3 (c) above by the amount at

1 (a) above, calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no special item relates.

(e) Part of the Council’s area



Parish of:


ARTHURET
234.77

BEAUMONT
195.10

BEWCASTLE
200.46

BRAMPTON
229.72

BURGH BY SANDS
203.82

BURTHOLME
196.95

CARLATTON & CUMREW
187.45

CASTLE CARROCK
206.20

CUMMERSDALE
203.48

CUMWHITTON
196.46

DALSTON
207.64

DENTON NETHER
203.25

DENTON UPPER
205.51

FARLAM
186.69

HAYTON
191.48

HETHERSGILL
215.19

IRTHINGTON
193.49

KINGMOOR
194.23

KINGWATER
192.90

KIRKANDREWS
214.75

KIRKLINTON
191.18

MIDGEHOLME
194.70

NICHOLFOREST
205.23

ORTON
194.98

ROCKCLIFFE
186.73

SCALEBY
211.02

SOLPORT
194.79

STANWIX RURAL
205.06

STAPLETON
199.24

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
190.95

WALTON
216.27

WATERHEAD
188.28

WESTLINTON
187.71

WETHERAL
215.32

All other parts of the 

City Council’s area
177.02

being the amounts given by adding to the amount at 3 (d) above, the amounts of the special item relating  to dwellings in those parts of the City Council’s mentioned above divided in each case by the amount at 1(b) above calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 34 (3) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the dwellings in those parts of its area to which a special item relates.








VALUATION BANDS









PART OF THE 
VALUATION BANDS








COUNCIL'S AREA
BAND A
BAND B
BAND C
BAND D
BAND E
BAND F
BAND G
BAND H











Parish of:
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £

ARTHURET
156.51
182.60
208.68
234.77
286.94
339.12
391.28
469.54

BEAUMONT
130.06
151.74
173.42
195.10
238.46
281.82
325.16
390.20

BEWCASTLE
133.64
155.91
178.19
200.46
245.01
289.56
334.10
400.92

BRAMPTON
153.14
178.67
204.19
229.72
280.77
331.82
382.86
459.44

BURGH BY SANDS
135.88
158.52
181.17
203.82
249.12
294.41
339.70
407.64

BURTHOLME
131.30
153.18
175.07
196.95
240.72
284.49
328.25
393.90

CARLATTON & CUMREW
124.96
145.79
166.62
187.45
229.11
270.77
312.41
374.90

CASTLE CARROCK
137.46
160.38
183.29
206.20
252.02
297.85
343.66
412.40

CUMMERSDALE
135.65
158.26
180.87
203.48
248.70
293.92
339.13
406.96

CUMWHITTON
130.97
152.80
174.63
196.46
240.12
283.78
327.43
392.92

DALSTON
138.42
161.50
184.57
207.64
253.78
299.93
346.06
415.28

DENTON NETHER
135.50
158.08
180.67
203.25
248.42
293.59
338.75
406.50

DENTON UPPER
137.00
159.84
182.67
205.51
251.18
296.85
342.51
411.02

FARLAM
124.46
145.20
165.95
186.69
228.18
269.67
311.15
373.38

HAYTON
127.65
148.93
170.20
191.48
234.03
276.59
319.13
382.96

HETHERSGILL
143.46
167.37
191.28
215.19
263.01
310.83
358.65
430.38

IRTHINGTON
128.99
150.49
171.99
193.49
236.49
279.49
322.48
386.98

KINGMOOR
129.48
151.07
172.65
194.23
237.39
280.56
323.71
388.46

KINGWATER
128.60
150.03
171.47
192.90
235.77
278.64
321.50
385.80

KIRKANDREWS
143.16
167.03
190.89
214.75
262.47
310.20
357.91
429.50

KIRKLINTON
127.45
148.69
169.94
191.18
233.67
276.15
318.63
382.36

MIDGEHOLME
129.80
151.43
173.07
194.70
237.97
281.24
324.50
389.40

NICHOLFOREST
136.82
159.62
182.43
205.23
250.84
296.45
342.05
410.46

ORTON
129.98
151.65
173.31
194.98
238.31
281.64
324.96
389.96

ROCKCLIFFE
124.48
145.23
165.98
186.73
228.23
269.73
311.21
373.46

SCALEBY
140.68
164.12
187.57
211.02
257.92
304.81
351.70
422.04

SOLPORT
129.86
151.50
173.15
194.79
238.08
281.37
324.65
389.58

STANWIX RURAL
136.70
159.49
182.27
205.06
250.63
296.20
341.76
410.12

STAPLETON
132.82
154.96
177.10
199.24
243.52
287.80
332.06
398.48

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
127.30
148.51
169.73
190.95
233.39
275.82
318.25
381.90

WALTON
144.18
168.21
192.24
216.27
264.33
312.39
360.45
432.54

WATERHEAD
125.52
146.44
167.36
188.28
230.12
271.96
313.80
376.56

WESTLINTON
125.14
145.99
166.85
187.71
229.43
271.14
312.85
375.42

WETHERAL
143.54
167.47
191.39
215.32
263.17
311.02
358.86
430.64

All other parts of the
118.01
137.68
157.35
177.02
216.36
255.70
295.03
354.04

City Council's area









being the amounts given by multiplying the amounts at 3 (d) and 3 (e) above by the number which, in the proportion set out in Section 5 (1) of the Act, is applicable to dwellings listed in a particular valuation band divided by the number which in that proportion is applicable to dwellings listed in valuation band D, calculated by the City Council, in accordance with Section 36 (1) of the Act, as the amounts to be taken into account for the year in respect of categories of dwellings listed in different valuation bands.









4) That it be noted that for the year 2007/08 Cumbria County Council and Cumbria Police Authority have stated that the following amounts in precepts issued to the City Council, in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-










VALUATION BANDS

Precepting Authority
Band A
Band B
Band C
Band D
Band E
Band F
Band G
Band H


£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

Cumbria County Council
713.53
832.46
951.38
1,070.30
1,308.14
1,545.99
1,783.83
2,140.60

Cumbria Police Authority
114.06
133.07
152.08
171.09
209.11
247.13
285.15
342.18



5) That having calculated the aggregate in each case the amounts at 3 (f) and 4 above, the City Council, in accordance with Section 30 (2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the following amounts as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2007/08 for each of the categories of dwellings shown below:-











PART OF THE 
VALUATION BANDS








COUNCIL'S AREA
BAND A
BAND B
BAND C
BAND D
BAND E
BAND F
BAND G
BAND H

Parish of:
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £
         £

ARTHURET
984.10
1,148.13
1,312.14
1,476.16
1,804.19
2,132.24
2,460.26
2,952.32

BEAUMONT
957.65
1,117.27
1,276.88
1,436.49
1,755.71
2,074.94
2,394.14
2,872.98

BEWCASTLE
961.23
1,121.44
1,281.65
1,441.85
1,762.26
2,082.68
2,403.08
2,883.70

BRAMPTON
980.73
1,144.20
1,307.65
1,471.11
1,798.02
2,124.94
2,451.84
2,942.22

BURGH BY SANDS
963.47
1,124.05
1,284.63
1,445.21
1,766.37
2,087.53
2,408.68
2,890.42

BURTHOLME
958.89
1,118.71
1,278.53
1,438.34
1,757.97
2,077.61
2,397.23
2,876.68

CARLATTON & CUMREW
952.55
1,111.32
1,270.08
1,428.84
1,746.36
2,063.89
2,381.39
2,857.68

CASTLE CARROCK
965.05
1,125.91
1,286.75
1,447.59
1,769.27
2,090.97
2,412.64
2,895.18

CUMMERSDALE
963.24
1,123.79
1,284.33
1,444.87
1,765.95
2,087.04
2,408.11
2,889.74

CUMWHITTON
958.56
1,118.33
1,278.09
1,437.85
1,757.37
2,076.90
2,396.41
2,875.70

DALSTON
966.01
1,127.03
1,288.03
1,449.03
1,771.03
2,093.05
2,415.04
2,898.06

DENTON NETHER
963.09
1,123.61
1,284.13
1,444.64
1,765.67
2,086.71
2,407.73
2,889.28

DENTON UPPER
964.59
1,125.37
1,286.13
1,446.90
1,768.43
2,089.97
2,411.49
2,893.80

FARLAM
952.05
1,110.73
1,269.41
1,428.08
1,745.43
2,062.79
2,380.13
2,856.16

HAYTON
955.24
1,114.46
1,273.66
1,432.87
1,751.28
2,069.71
2,388.11
2,865.74

HETHERSGILL
971.05
1,132.90
1,294.74
1,456.58
1,780.26
2,103.95
2,427.63
2,913.16

IRTHINGTON
956.58
1,116.02
1,275.45
1,434.88
1,753.74
2,072.61
2,391.46
2,869.76

KINGMOOR
957.07
1,116.60
1,276.11
1,435.62
1,754.64
2,073.68
2,392.69
2,871.24

KINGWATER
956.19
1,115.56
1,274.93
1,434.29
1,753.02
2,071.76
2,390.48
2,868.58

KIRKANDREWS
970.75
1,132.56
1,294.35
1,456.14
1,779.72
2,103.32
2,426.89
2,912.28

KIRKLINTON
955.04
1,114.22
1,273.40
1,432.57
1,750.92
2,069.27
2,387.61
2,865.14

MIDGEHOLME
957.39
1,116.96
1,276.53
1,436.09
1,755.22
2,074.36
2,393.48
2,872.18

NICHOLFOREST
964.41
1,125.15
1,285.89
1,446.62
1,768.09
2,089.57
2,411.03
2,893.24

ORTON
957.57
1,117.18
1,276.77
1,436.37
1,755.56
2,074.76
2,393.94
2,872.74

ROCKCLIFFE
952.07
1,110.76
1,269.44
1,428.12
1,745.48
2,062.85
2,380.19
2,856.24

SCALEBY
968.27
1,129.65
1,291.03
1,452.41
1,775.17
2,097.93
2,420.68
2,904.82

SOLPORT
957.45
1,117.03
1,276.61
1,436.18
1,755.33
2,074.49
2,393.63
2,872.36

STANWIX RURAL
964.29
1,125.02
1,285.73
1,446.45
1,767.88
2,089.32
2,410.74
2,892.90

STAPLETON
960.41
1,120.49
1,280.56
1,440.63
1,760.77
2,080.92
2,401.04
2,881.26

ST CUTHBERT WITHOUT
954.89
1,114.04
1,273.19
1,432.34
1,750.64
2,068.94
2,387.23
2,864.68

WALTON
971.77
1,133.74
1,295.70
1,457.66
1,781.58
2,105.51
2,429.43
2,915.32

WATERHEAD
953.11
1,111.97
1,270.82
1,429.67
1,747.37
2,065.08
2,382.78
2,859.34

WESTLINTON
952.73
1,111.52
1,270.31
1,429.10
1,746.68
2,064.26
2,381.83
2,858.20

WETHERAL
971.13
1,133.00
1,294.85
1,456.71
1,780.42
2,104.14
2,427.84
2,913.42

All other parts of the
945.60
1,103.21
1,260.81
1,418.41
1,733.61
2,048.82
2,364.01
2,836.82

City Council's area









C.52/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND


PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS/DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 and 10.11 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been received from members of the public.

C.53/07
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on notice.

C.54/07
EXECUTIVE

Councillor Mitchelson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 4 and 22 January, 15 and 19 February 2007.

Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the above Minutes.

Members of the City Council asked a number of questions of the Leader and Portfolio Holders on those Minutes and it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Executive held on 4 and 22 January, 15 and 19 February 2007 be received and adopted.

C.55/07
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting :

Leisure, Culture and Heritage

Learning and Development

Finance and Performance

Economic Development and Enterprise

Promoting Carlisle 

Sustainable Communities

Environment and Infrastructure

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on details of their reports and it was –

RESOLVED – (1) That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2)  That it be noted that the Informal Council arranged for the 3 April would receive a presentation on the Carlisle Renaissance Development Framework and Movement Strategy.  The presentation would inform Councillors of the issues to be considered prior to the Development Framework and Movement Strategy being considered by the Council on the 1 May.

(3)  That it be noted that arrangements would be made for a briefing session on the Better Government for Cumbria option which would be followed by a Special Meeting of the City Council to consider the matter before the end of March 2007.

C.56/07
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

During consideration of the Portfolio Holder reports, Members referred to the Post Office at Hallbankgate.  

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal and prejudicial interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct in any reference to the Post Office at Hallbankgate.  He stated that his interest was in respect of his employment.  He further stated that if there was to be any discussion on the item he would leave the meeting.

C.57/07
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S



REPORTS

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee
Councillor Earp moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 1 February 2007 be received and adopted.

Councillor Earp also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 1 February 2007 be received and adopted.

(b)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee


Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Community held on 18 January and 

15 February 2007 be received and adopted.

Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 18 January and 15 February 2007 be received and adopted.  

(2)  Pursuant to Minute COS.27/07(c) Councillor Boaden agreed to check the target set for the percentage of abandoned vehicles removed in 24 hours and 

provide a response to the question of Councillor Earp.

(3)  That pursuant to Minute COS.34/07 Councillor Boaden would provide a written answer to the question of Councillor Earp with regard to the question raised relating to the reference in the minute to the Victim Support Officer.

(c)
Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Stevenson moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 11 January 2007.

Councillor Stevenson also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 11 January 2007 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d)
Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Allison moved the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 

25 January 2007.

Councillor Allison also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 25 January 2007 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(2)  Councillor Allison to provide a written answer to the question raised by Councillor Farmer with regards to the disused land at Greta Avenue.

(3)  Councillor Allison to provide a written answer to the question raised by Councillor Tootle in respect of the guidelines for entering into a Section 106 Planning Agreement.

C.58/07
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 24 January 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Regulatory Panel held on 24 January 2007 be received and adopted.

C.59/07
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Morton seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control Committee held on 24 and 26 January and 7 February 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 24 and 26 January and 7 February 2007 be received and adopted.

C.60/07
AUDIT COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Bowman (S) seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 23 January 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Audit Committee held on 23 January 2007 be received and adopted.

C.61/07
NOTICE OF MOTION

(a)
Sustainable Communities
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Stevenson.

“That this Council :

1.
Supports the Sustainable Communities Bill which will devolve more power from Whitehall to Councils and communities by :      

· giving Councils more power over money spent by national agencies on local matters in their areas; and

· giving Councils and their communities the power to drive Government policy to assist them in promoting sustainable communities

and thereby help Councils to protect the wellbeing of their communities and citizens.

2.
Notes that the Bill is promoted in Parliament by a cross-party group of MP’s led by Nick Hurd MP, David Drew MP and Julia Goldsworthy MP and is supported by 363 MP’s, well over half the House of Commons; and

3.
 Therefore resolves that the Chief Executive write to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government urging her to support the Bill and to inform local MP’s of this decision.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Bloxham.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Stevenson as set out above be agreed.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Mallinson and Councillor Hendry declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in the following Notice of Motion.  They indicated that their interest was as members of a Peer Review Team.

(b)
Peer Review


Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice by Councillor Boaden.

“The Council notes the outcome of the Peer Review undertaken by the IdeA.

It notes with concern that the Review found that Officers have to take the lead in the absence of political direction.  It also found that due to the weakness in political leadership given by the Leader of the Council and his Executive there is an absence of coherent vision, clarity on priorities and members of the ruling Executive fail to play a full role.

In view of this very disappointing verdict and the absence of any proper response from the Leader of the Council and the Executive, the Council calls upon the Executive to produce as a matter of urgency a timetabled Action Plan for responding to these findings.  This Action Plan should also include a clear statement from the Leader of the Council as to how he and the Executive intend to ensure improvement in their personal performance.

The Council also requests that the IdeA Peer Review Team return to the Council within twelve months and assess progress with responding to their review findings.”

Councillor Weber seconded the motion.

Following some discussion and voting thereon the motion of Councillor Boaden as set out above was not agreed.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Councillor Toole declared a personal interest in the following item of business in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct.  He indicated that his interest was as a Member of the Cumbria County Council and a representative on the Belah Community Centre Management Committee.

(c)
Belah School

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following motion submitted on notice.

Councillor Hendry moved the motion as follows :

“The Council notes the Primary School reorganisation proposals from Cumbria County Council.

The Council calls upon the Executive to convene a meeting with the leadership of Cumbria County Council, with a view to agreeing a proposal that ensures the following :

· The retention of all three schools north of the River Eden.

· The development of Belah School as an extended Community School.

· The transfer of the activities undertaken at the current Belah Community Centre to the school site and

· Consideration as to whether a Health Clinic and related facilities, along with other development opportunities could be included within the proposals for the new extended school site”.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Weber.

Councillor Bloxham moved an amendment so that the amended motion would read :

“The Council notes the Primary School reorganisation proposals from Cumbria County Council.

This Council calls upon the Executive to convene a meeting with the leadership of Cumbria County Council with a view to discussing the retention of all three schools north of the river.”

The amendment was seconded by Councillor Mrs Parsons.

Following discussion and voting thereon the amendment of Councillor Bloxham as set out above was AGREED.

Following further voting the substantive motion of Councillor Bloxham as set out above was AGREED.

C.62/07
URGENT ITEM OF BUSINESS – EMERGENCY NOTICE



OF MOTION
The Mayor reported that he had agreed to a request for the Council to consider the following Motion as an urgent item of business.

Councillor Bloxham moved that :

“This Council deplores the imprisonment and detention of Cumbria Anti Corruption Campaigner, Dr Sarah Wykes, who is being detained in Angola and calls upon the Chief Executive to write to the Foreign Secretary, and Carlisle and Penrith MP’s asking that every necessary action to ensure 

Dr Sykes is allowed free movement, in or out of Angola, is taken.

Councillor Mitchelson seconded the above motion.

Following some discussion and voting thereon the motion of Councillor Bloxham as set out above was AGREED.

C.63/07
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION



TO THE BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK
(i)
EX.08/07 Review of the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance)


Order 2002 – Private Sector Housing Renewal Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.08/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding amendments to the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) Order 2002.  A copy of Report DS.108/06 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Prest moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the Review of the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) Order and amendments as agreed by the Executive under Minute 08/07 be approved.

A Member raised a query with regards to the position on Disabled Facility Grant applications which had been dealt with in the current financial year.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Review of the Regulatory Reform (Housing Assistance) Order 2002 and amendments as agreed by the Executive under Minute 08/07 and set out in Report DS.108/06 be approved.

(2)  That Councillor Mrs Prest provide a written reply to the question raised by Councillor Aldersey with regards to the Disabled Facility Grant applications which had been dealt with in the current financial year.

(ii)
EX.09/07 Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy
Pursuant to Minute EX.09/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the approval of the Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy.  A copy of Report DS.105/06 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Prest moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the final version of the Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy, including the market assessments of the 3 housing markets covered by the Carlisle District as attached to Report DS.105/06 be approved.

RESOLVED – That the Cumbria Sub Regional Housing Strategy as attached to Report DS.105/06 be approved.

(iii)
EX.10/07 Shared Services Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.10/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption of a Shared Services Policy.  

A copy of Report CE.13/07 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the City Council adopt the Shared Services Policy as attached to Report CE.13/07.

RESOLVED – That the Shared Services Policy as attached to Report CE.13/07 be received and adopted.

(iv)
EX.21/07  Protocol for Relationships between Members and Officers
Pursuant to Minute EX.10/07, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption of a protocol for relationships between Members and Officers.

A copy of Report LDS.25/07 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Geddes moved, Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Protocol for Relationships between Members and Officers, as attached to report LDS.25/07 be adopted by the City Council as part of the authority's constitution, subject to the amendments at paragraph 70 as set out in the above report.

(v)
EX.29/07
Equality and Diversity Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.29/07, consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the adoption of the Council's Equality and Diversity Policy.  

A copy of Report PPP.21/07 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the Equality and Diversity Policy, as attached to report PPP.21/07, be approved and adopted by the City Council.

RESOLVED – That the Equality and Diversity Policy as attached to report PPP.21/07 be approved and adopted by the City Council.

(vi)
EX.47/07 Revenue Budget Monitoring Report


Pursuant to Minute EX.47/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regards to approval of virements to fund additional expenditure.

A copy of Report Corp.83/06 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that virements totalling £318,000 as set out below be used to fund additional expenditure as set out below.

Proposed Funding
£




Additional income received from industrial estates
213,000

Additional investment income
44,000

Additional Development Control income
33,000

Additional Corporate Properties income
28,000




TOTAL
318,000

Additional Expenditure
£




Unachievable income on Civic Centre
98,000

Legal costs of Public Inquiry
32,000

Revenue costs of GIS equipment
35,000

Savings required as part of 2007/08 budget process
153,000




TOTAL
318,000

RESOLVED – That the virements as set out above to fund the additional expenditure detailed above be approved.

(vii)
EX.50/07
Review of Polling Arrangements

Pursuant to Minute EX.50/07 consideration was given to recommendations with regard to polling arrangements arising from the Annual Review of Polling Arrangements.

A copy of Report LDS.24/07 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Mrs Geddes moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the adoption of the various recommendations arising from the Review of Polling Arrangements as set out in report LDS.24/07.

RESOLVED – That:

(1) Kingmoor Junior School continue to be the polling place for polling districts AA and AB but the Returning Officer liase with the school to explore possible options for location of the polling stations on the school site which might allow it to remain open.

(2) A portacabin on the east side of Kingstown Road be confirmed as the polling place for polling districts AE, P/BK and P/BN.

(3) No change be made to the polling arrangements in polling district JD.

(4) Bishop Harvey Goodwin School be designated as the polling place for polling district GB.

(5) Currock House Community Centre be designated as the polling place for polling district GC.

(6)
(a)
that the boundary of the current polling district KD be amended to include Greenside Road, Mossrigg, Rashdall Road and Winscale Way (No.48 onwards);

(b) 
that the number of polling districts in Morton ward be reduced from six to five by amalgamating the existing districts KA, KB and KC into two districts to be designated KA and KB with an approximately equal number of electors allocated to each;

(c) 
that the polling place for polling new districts KA and KB be St. Luke’s Church Hall, Stonegarth;

(d)
that the remaining three districts be redesignated as follows:

Current district

New district

KD


KC


KE


KD


KF


KE

(e)
that the Electoral Registration Officer take all necessary action to amend the electoral register accordingly.

(7) The locations of all other polling places remain unchanged.

(8) The Returning Officer be given authority, after consultation with relevant Ward Councillors and Portfolio Holder, to change polling place locations at the City Council elections if the usual premises prove to be unavailable due to unforeseen circumstances.

(viii)
EX.51/07
Review of Parishes – Solport and Stapleton
Pursuant to Minute EX.51/07 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive with regard to the grouping of the Parishes of Solport and Stapleton.

A copy of Report LDS.18/07 and minute excerpts were circulated.

Councillor Geddes moved and Councillor Jefferson seconded that the Council make an Order under Section 11 of the Local Government Act 1972 to group the Parishes of Solport and Stapleton under a common Parish Council name of Solport and Stapleton Parish Council with a view to the first elections to the new Council being held on 3 May 2007.

RESOLVED – That the Council make an Order under Section 11 of the Local Government Act 1972 to group the Parishes of Solport and Stapleton under a common Parish Council named Solport and Stapleton Parish Council with a view to the first elections to the new Council being held on 3 May 2007.

(ix)
EX.52/07Health Care in Cumbria and Lancashire: Clinical Assessment Treatment and Support Services - Public Consultation 

Pursuant to Minute EX.52/07 consideration was given to the City Council's response to the consultation document regarding Health Care in Cumbria and Lancashire: Clinical Assessment Treatment and Support.

A copy of Report DS.20/07 was circulated.

Councillors Mrs Prest commended the PCT on its endeavours to reduce waiting times in six specialities to 18 weeks but raised a number of concerns with regard to the potential impact of the proposal on funding for the Cumberland Infirmary, the possible loss of jobs and expertise within certain specialities in the NHS due to reduced numbers of treatments, the proposed siting of the CATS centre at Hilltop Heights and the impact which funding directed to the CATS Centres might have on the Cumberland Infirmary.

Members noted that a response form had been received by each Member of the City Council as part of Report DS.20/07 and it was agreed that Members should submit their own individual responses to the consultation document prior to the end of the consultation period on 9 March 2007.

C.64/07
DELEGATION OF THE SETTING OF PREMISES LICENCE 

FEES

Pursuant to Minute LC.3/07 consideration was given to a report of the Licensing Manager (LDS.15/07) regarding the delegation of the setting of premises Licence fees under the Gambling Act 2005.  A copy of an excerpt of the Minutes of the Licensing Committee held on 28 February 2007 was circulated.  It was moved by Councillor Morton and seconded and AGREED:

(1) 
That the Council delegates the responsibility for setting the premises Licence Fees under Section 212 of the Gambling Act 2005 to the Licensing Committee, pursuant to Section 154 (2)(b) of the Act.

(2) 
That the Council approve the Scheme of Delegation (Appendix 1 of report LDS.15/07), contained within the Council's Gambling Policy.

(3) 
That the Council authorises the Director of Legal and Democratic Services to make appropriate amendments to the Council's Constitution.

C.65/07
INFRASTRUCTURE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE


Councillor Allison moved and it was seconded and AGREED that the Liberal Democrat Group's membership on the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee for the remainder of the Municipal Year 2006/07 be amended by deleting the late Councillor Hodgson as a substitute and replacing him with Councillor Farmer (P).

C.66/07
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications which the Mayor wished to raise as a matter or urgency.

(The meeting ended at 9.52 pm)
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