
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 23 NOVEMBER 2006


COS.133/06
SPORTS FACILITY FEASIBILITY STUDY

The Head of Culture and Community Services (Mr Beveridge) presented report CS.64/06 containing feedback from the consultation process undertaken on the Sports Facility Feasibility Study together with the options for potential infrastructure improvements to enhance sport facility provision in the City Council area in future years.

The Executive on 20 November 2006 (EX.267/06) had approved the options outlined in the report as the basis for future sports facility development in the City.

Mr Beveridge, in outlining the options, referred to swimming provision and the consultant’s major capital option in relation to the replacement of the Pools facility.  He advised that as the funding opportunities were not available at present it was not proposed that this be undertaken but rather that improvements be carried out on the Pools facility.  Any specific improvements would be proposed as part of the 2008/09 budget process.

In relation to the Brampton Pool, the consultant’s had wrongly assumed that this was a Council led project.  They failed to recognise that the project for a pool at Brampton had been from the outset and remained a community led initiative to which the Council has provided advice as and when required.  It was suggested that City Council Officers continue to assist the project through Officer time.

He commented that the facilities study provides the Council with a map for a way forward rather than a shopping list of potential facilities.

In considering the report Members made the following comments and observations:

(a)
In response to a query about Parish Council responses to the consultation, Mr Beveridge advised that the document had been circulated to all Parish Councils but that only two had responded.  A Member commented on some incorrect wording in the consultation form which should read “if yes please give details” instead of “no”.  The Committee were concerned that only two Parish Councils had responded.

(b)
There was some concern about what the Council had gained from the Facilities Study when compared with the cost of carrying it out.  The report had essentially come up with two options which the Council was currently pursuing and had misunderstood the community based initiative in relation to swimming provision in Brampton.

Mr Beveridge responded that the study had provided a lot of background information, consultation feedback and post code analysis which would not have been available had the study not been carried out.  He acknowledged that the additional value in terms of the options was not as great as anticipated, but it did provide a significant amount of research information which would be useful.  The total cost of the Feasibility Study was estimated to be between £24,000 and £25,000.

(c)
It was suggested that the information provided in the Feasibility Study could be used for reviewing and updating the Sports Strategy.  Mr Beveridge responded that the Access to Sport workshop planned for the Committee in December 2006 would feed into the review of the Sports and Physical Activity Strategy.  The Strategy had a five year duration and had commenced in 2003 and would run out in 2008.  It was his intention to review the Strategy over the coming months with input from this Committee.  The Strategy also needed to be reviewed due to the change in funding emphasis from Sport England with a move away from capital build to development of existing capacity.

(d)
Reference was made to the statement that the Council had been providing advice as and when required in relation to the Brampton Pool project.  There was a query as to whether the Council had ever expressed anything stronger in terms of support for the project.  

Mr Beveridge responded that the Council had provided advice on funding, including how to secure external funding and had helped to arrange meetings with Sport England.  He hoped that the offer of advice and support was welcomed by the people involved in the project.  Major funding for the project would need to be provided by external agencies and funding bodies.

The Leisure, Culture and Heritage Portfolio Holder added that the Sports Facility Feasibility Study had showed that in various areas the Council is be as good as any other Council in the provision of facilities, and the serious shortages were ones which the Council was already progressing.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Executive be informed that the approach adopted in the report is noted but the Executive is asked to look at further ways to assist the Community Group in Brampton regarding the provision of a Pool including appropriate expression of support to underpin funding bids made by the relevant community groups.

(2)
The Committee notes the importance of ensuring that as much as possible of the information gathered as part of the Sports Facility Feasibility Study Exercise be used to inform other areas of work to ensure optimum value from the exercise.







