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Summary:-

The members are asked to consider a recommendation for an increase in Hackney Carriage fares.  The Panel last considered an application for an increase on the 17th October 2007 which came into  effect on the 12th November 2007.

Recommendation:-

Members are requested to approve one of the table of fares outlined in Appendix 2 or Appendix 3

J A Messenger

Licensing Manager

CITY OF CARLISLE

To:
The Chairman and Members of the Regulatory Panel 10th September 2008
HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES REVIEW
1. HISTORY

1.1 On the 17th October 2007 The Regulatory Panel approved a small increase to the  Hackney Carriage tariff. This was to increase the “flag fall” from £2.24p to £2 30p. No other changes were made to the subsequent mileage, extras or waiting time.

1.2 It is now the practice for the Licensing Manager to bring a report to the Regulatory Panel each year rather than wait for an application from the trade.

2 LEGISLATION

2.1
The local authority’s power to set hackney carriage tariffs is contained in Section 65 of The Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976

3.
THE APPLICATION
3.1 A meeting has taken place with the officers of both taxi trade associations to hear their views. Their opinion was that although some of their members were struggling, they feared that a full inflationary increase might push members of the public towards other means of transport. They have recommended a tariff as set out in Appendix 2 which is an increase of 4.3% for a 2 mile journey.  It should be noted however that the 2 taxi associations only represent  approximately half of the taxis licensed. 

3.2 It is not recommended that any changes are made to Waiting Time or Extras other than in relation to numbers of passengers carried. Currently, if an owner pays a premium of £5000 or £10000 for his vehicle to carry 6 passengers he gets exactly the same fare as a vehicle which can only carry four passengers. For a party of 6 people this would necessitate booking 2 taxis and doubling the fare. Four of the other Councils in Cumbria now have a surcharge on the fare for more than 4 passengers. It is recommended that we adopt this surcharge at 50p per adult in excess of  4 passengers.

4.
INFLATION

4.1 The Council’s Financial Services have produced the changes in the RPI to the identified criteria for transport since the last increase. These changes have been multiplied by the “weighting” agreed with the taxi associations previously and an overall increase of 7.81% in transport costs has been identified.  See Appendix 1. This increase is reflected in the Tariff Card set out in Appendix 3

4.2
Inflation overall has risen by 4.4% and inflation for “other transport fares” which includes rail and bus fares, has risen by 4.2%.
5. CUMBRIA COMPARISON

5.1
The 2 proposals are included in the table below which indicates the fare for a journey of 2 miles throughout the County. If the inflationary rate was approved Carlisle would be ranked 2nd in the County and if the taxi associations tariff was approved it would be 3rd..

5.2

District of Cumbria
Charge for        1 Mile

£
Charge for        2 Miles 

£
2 Miles

Ranking

1=Highest
Date

Reviewed

Allerdale
2.60
5.20
1
April 2008

Barrow
2.80
4.60
7
Aug 2008

Carlisle Current
2.70
4.70
5       
Nov 2007

Carlisle Proposed By Transport RPI
3.00
5.00
2


Carlisle Proposed By Trade Associations
2.90
4.90
4


Copeland
2.70
4.30
8
July 2008

Eden
2.74
4.94
3
Aug 2008

South Lakeland
2.70
4.70
5
May 2008

6
RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1
Members are asked to consider an increase to the Hackney Carriage tariff in line with the tariffs set out in Appendix 2 or Appendix 3 

6.2
If these revised tariffs were to be accepted, then the implementation date, after advertising the changes in the local press, would be as follows:-

(a)
If no objections are received or are subsequently withdrawn by the closing date of 3rd  October 2008 the new tariffs will apply from the 7th of October 2008. 

(b)
Any objections will be heard by the Council’s Regulatory Panel on the 15th October 2008  and the table of fares shall come into force, with or without modification, on the 17th October 2008.

Prepared by B J Sharrock

Licensing Officer

Ex 7027


APPENDIX 1

Change in PRI for transport 2007/2008

Main Costs Per Year
Aug 07 Index
July 08 Index      
Variance
Weighting

Fuel & Oil
280.6
354.7
 22.65
22.65

Insurance
297.5
308.1
   3.56
  4.58

Maintenance
309.8
327.6
   5.75
  6.37

Labour Wages


   3.30
54.96

Vehicle Purchase
102.9
  97.4
- 5.34
10.51

Licensing
247.0
253.0
  2.43
  0.94

Average increase 7.78%

APPENDIX 2     
HACKNEY CARRIAGE (MAXIMUM) FARES

MILEAGE

TARIFF ONE

If the distance does not exceed 0.7 mile
£2.30p
(Approx. 1126 metres)

For each subsequent 0.1 mile or
£0.20p
uncompleted part thereof (Approx. 161 metres)

WAITING TIME

For each period of 51.3 seconds or
£0.20p
uncompleted part thereof.

TARIFF TWO

For hirings commenced between 2300 hours
Plus One Third 

and 0700 hours, and between 1200 hours
of Tariff One 

and 1800 hours on Christmas Eve and New 
rate of fare
New Years Eve.

TARIFF THREE 

All day of Bank and Public Holidays and
Plus One Half 

between 1800 hours and 2400 hours on        
of Tariff One
Christmas and New Years Eve.                      
rate of fare
EXTRA CHARGES
For each ADULT in excess of four
£0.50p

For each perambulator or dog conveyed.          
£0.10p
For each article of luggage conveyed outside       £0.10p
the passenger compartment of the carriage.

A charge may be requested if the user soils         

the vehicle. This will not exceed:- 
£35.00p

APPENDIX 3     
HACKNEY CARRIAGE (MAXIMUM) FARES

MILEAGE

TARIFF ONE

If the distance does not exceed 1.0 mile
£3.00p
(Approx. 1609 metres)

For each subsequent 0.1 mile or
£0.20p
uncompleted part thereof (Approx. 161 metres)

WAITING TIME

For each period of 51.3 seconds or
£0.20p
uncompleted part thereof.

TARIFF TWO

For hirings commenced between 2300 hours
Plus One Third 

and 0700 hours, and between 1200 hours
of Tariff One 

and 1800 hours on Christmas Eve and New 
rate of fare
New Years Eve.

TARIFF THREE 

All day of Bank and Public Holidays and
Plus One Half 

between 1800 hours and 2400 hours on        
of Tariff One
Christmas and New Years Eve.                      
rate of fare
EXTRA CHARGES
For each ADULT in excess of four
£0.50p

For each perambulator or dog conveyed.          
£0.10p
For each article of luggage conveyed outside       £0.10p
the passenger compartment of the carriage.

A charge may be requested if the user soils         

the vehicle. This will not exceed:- 
£35.00p

CURRENT TARIFF






    APPENDIX 4     
HACKNEY CARRIAGE (MAXIMUM) FARES

MILEAGE

TARIFF ONE

If the distance does not exceed 0.8 mile
£2.30p
(Approx. 1287 metres)

For each subsequent 0.1 mile or
£0.20p
uncompleted part thereof (Approx. 161 metres)

WAITING TIME

For each period of 51.3 seconds or
£0.20p
uncompleted part thereof.

TARIFF TWO

For hirings commenced between 2300 hours
Plus One Third 

and 0700 hours, and between 1200 hours
of Tariff One 

and 1800 hours on Christmas Eve and New 
rate of fare
New Years Eve.

TARIFF THREE 

All day of Bank and Public Holidays and
Plus One Half 

between 1800 hours and 2400 hours on        
of Tariff One
Christmas and New Years Eve.                      
rate of fare
EXTRA CHARGES
For each perambulator or dog conveyed.          
£0.10p
For each article of luggage conveyed outside       £0.10p
the passenger compartment of the carriage.

A charge may be requested if the user soils         

the vehicle. This will not exceed:- 
£35.00p

Note: In compliance with section 100d of the local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been prepared in part from the following papers:  UK Retail Prices Index Hand Book.
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