5


Planning 

Planning Training for the Development Control Committee 

A training event for Members has been arranged for the 16 November 2005.  Although specifically aimed for Members on the Development Control Committee all Members of the Council are invited to attend if they would like to learn more about Planning.  

Please let the Head of Planning Services know if you wish to attend.
Allotments 

Flood defence works by the Environment Agency will necessitate the loss of  9 plots at St Aidans allotments. Compensation for the loss of the plots in the form of a hard-surfaced access track and car parking area is being negotiated with the Environment Agency. Individual plot holders will hopefully get new plots within the site and will be compensated for removal and reinstatement expenses.

Waste Minimalisation

The waste minimalisation options for the future of the Council Refuse Collection Services Report was discussed by the Executive on 24th October.  This report brought together the Forum meeting and the Overview & Scrutiny

meeting in relation to options that were suggested for waste minimalisation.  There were three options suggested and the Executive noticed that option two was emerging as the preferred option for waste minimalisation.  

They also requested officers to carry out a much more comprehensive feasibility study on how this could be implemented.  The results of this study are to be reported back to a further Executive meeting.  In the light of a very successful briefing meeting for Councillors some weeks ago it was suggested that those Councillors who were unable to attend would possibly welcome a further briefing session.  The officers were asked to go away and suggest dates for a further briefing session where all members could be brought up to date with the schemes in question.

Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Act
At the same Executive meeting on 24th October the Clean Neighbourhood & Environment Act was discussed.  This act had an impact on crime and disorder.  

1. Vehicles

Establishing an offence for having two or more vehicles for sale on the road, a new offence for repairing vehicles on the road.  

2. Litter and Refuse

Extension for dropping litter on all types of land.  Distribution on flyer leaflets, graffiti and other defacements which strengthen the powers of local authorities to deal with such antisocial behaviour.  

3. Waste 

Powers for the authority to search and seize a vehicle involved in fly tipping.  New powers for local authorities where businesses are failing to produce waste transfer notices.  Household and businesses who leave their waste outside the defined collection times.  The act also gives the authorities further powers for dogs and dog fowling.  There is a section with regard to noise from burglar alarms and for licensed premises who ignore warnings to reduce excessive noise levels.  

Cumbria Strategic Waste Partnership (CSWP)

The Cumbria County Council have agreed to use their ‘Waste Performance and Efficiency Grant’ (WPEG) to match the City’s grant and expenditure on a range of initiatives to reduce the amount of biodegradable household waste going to landfill.  The initiatives to be funded in 05/06 are listed below:

(i) 
Provide cardboard recycling facilities at 50 bring sites

  
Provide cardboard recycling facilities from Carlisle schools

Provide paper recycling banks at Carlisle schools

(ii)  County Council's procurement of a Strategic Service Provider

Bids have been received by the County Council for a new 25 year waste disposal contract.   These are currently being evaluated with the aim of reporting a recommendation to the County Council's cabinet early in 2006.

Flood Resilience Pilot

The Flood Resilience Pilot is a scheme under the flood recovery programme which aims to put into place measures attached to up to 80 properties that were affected by the flooding earlier this year.   The properties are all located within the rural parts of the city.  It is anticipated that the contract will be finalised within the near future with works starting accordingly.

Stock Condition Survey

The Stock Condition Survey of private sector dwellings throughout the district was completed in early September with the final report due in mid October.   As part of the survey, 2,000 properties were looked at with a significant concentration on the flood affected areas together with the rest of the district.   The survey has found that under the Governments Decent Homes standards that 62% of properties occupied by vulnerable people now reach these standards as opposed to 51% following the survey conducted in 2001.

Local Authorities and the Health & Safety Executive Working Together
The Acting Head of EPS and the Food Safety Team manager attended a Partnership Conference between the Health & Safety Executive and NW Local Authorities.   The event was themed around Partnership in Action and aimed to ensure that Local Authorities and the HSE work together to change attitudes and culture in Health & Safety Enforcement .

Licensing Act 2003

The transitional period ended on 6th August 2005 and this council received 420 premises/club licences and 470 personal licence applications.   The personal licences have all been issued and the licensing section are currently formulating the conditions of the premises/club licences. 

Sheepmount Bridge

Another successful Project Managed by CTS, delivered under Prince 2 Management systems.   The refurbishment of the Sheepmount Bridge was a complex job and included, strengthening works and working with various utility providers to divert services underneath the bridge.   This £450,000 project was completed within budget and within the 12 week programme.  

This was another step towards the final completion of the Sheepmount Project and will provide improved access for users and visitors.
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