(Approved by the City Council on 18 July 2006)

CITY COUNCIL

(SPECIAL MEETING)

THURSDAY 29 JUNE 2006 AT 6.45 PM
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor P Farmer), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Bainbridge, Bloxham, Boaden, C S Bowman, Mrs M Bowman, Mrs Bradley, Collier, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Graham, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Knapton, Lishman, Mrs Luckley, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Reardon, Mrs Rutherford, Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, Watson, Weber and Weedall.

C.106/06
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Atkinson, Mrs Fisher, Hendry, Ms Patrick, Ms Quilter, Mrs Riddle, Stockdale, Tweddie and Wilson.   Apologies for absence were also submitted on behalf of the Deputy Chief Executive and Canon Pratt.

C.107/06
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the motion on the amalgamation of Ambulance Trusts as she is a non-Executive member of the North Cumbria Acute Hospitals Trust.

Councillor Parsons declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the motion on Cumbria Police Authority.

Councillor Watson declared a personal and prejudicial interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the motion on Cumbria Police Authority as he is Chairman of the Cumbria Police Authority.

C.108/06
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a) The Mayor

The Mayor welcomed two members of the Japanese Local Government Authority, who were visiting different local authorities in the United Kingdom.

(b) Leader of the City Council

There were no announcements from the Leader of the City Council.

(c)
Members of the Executive

There were no announcements from Members of the Executive.

(d) Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.109/06
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS 

Pursuant to Procedure Rules 10.1 and 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions, petitions or deputations had been submitted by members of the public.

C.110/06
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no questions had been submitted on Notice by Members of the City Council.

C.111/06
NOTICE OF MOTION

(a)
Notice of Motion – Cumbria Police Authority

Councillor Watson, having declared a personal and prejudicial interest, left the meeting during consideration of this item and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on Notice by Councillor Morton:


“That this Council calls on the Cumbria Police Authority to delay their proposals to amalgamate the Cumbria Constabulary with the Lancashire Constabulary so as to allow more time to consider the implications, especially given the doubt and uncertainty that has arisen elsewhere in England and Wales with regard to the Home Office proposals for the creation of larger constabularies; and that this Council requests our two constituency MP’s to approach the Home Secretary with a request that he (the Home Secretary) takes no action in respect of the proposed voluntary merger of the Cumbria and Lancashire Constabularies until the position regarding all other proposed mergers has been clarified.”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Bloxham.

Councillor Boaden moved an amendment to the above Motion of Councillor Morton by:

Removing the crossed out word and inserting the words in italics: 

“That this Council calls on the Cumbria Police Authority to delay consider delaying their proposals to amalgamate the Cumbria Constabulary with the Lancashire Constabulary so as to allow more time to consider the implications.”

Removing the remainder and replacing with:

“The Council requests that the Chief Constable be asked to make a presentation to the City Council at the earliest opportunity outlining the reasons why the Authority supports the merger proposals”.
The Motion would then read

“That this Council calls on the Cumbria Police Authority to consider delaying their proposals to amalgamate the Cumbria Constabulary with the Lancashire Constabulary so as to allow more time to consider the implications.

The Council requests that the Chief Constable be asked to make a presentation to the City Council at the earliest opportunity outlining the reasons why the Authority supports the merger proposals”.

Councillor Glover seconded the above amendment.

Following discussion and voting thereon, the amendment of Councillor Boaden was not approved.

Following discussion and voting thereon, it was

RESOLVED – That the Motion of Councillor Morton be agreed – 


“That this Council calls on the Cumbria Police Authority to delay their proposals to amalgamate the Cumbria Constabulary with the Lancashire Constabulary so as to allow more time to consider the implications, especially given the doubt and uncertainty that has arisen elsewhere in England and Wales with regard to the Home Office proposals for the creation of larger constabularies; and that this Council requests our two constituency MP’s to approach the Home Secretary with a request that he (the Home Secretary) takes no action in respect of the proposed voluntary merger of the Cumbria and Lancashire Constabularies until the position regarding all other proposed mergers has been clarified.”

(b)
Notice of Motion – Amalgamation of Ambulance Trusts

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following Motion submitted on Notice by Councillor Mrs Parsons:


“This Council agrees to call upon all Cumbrian MP’s to ensure that a Service Delivery Unit is retained in Cumbria following the amalgamation of Ambulance Trusts, to ensure that the amalgamation does not jeopardise or defer from the excellent service we already have and that the rural composition of Cumbria together with the needs of the population are recognised and addressed by Government.”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Earp.  

Following voting thereon the Motion of Councillor Parsons as set out above was AGREED.

C.112/06
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN 2006/07

Pursuant to Minute EX.135/06, consideration was given to a report of the Head of Policy and Performance Services (PPP.28/06) presenting the Council’s Best Value Performance Plan for 2006/07 for approval by the City Council.

The Executive and the three Overview and Scrutiny Committees had been given the opportunity to consider and comment on the Best Value Performance Plan text and the Performance Indicator Out turn information.  The Plan had been amended during this consultation process to reflect the comments made.  

Excerpts from the minutes of the:

· Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 8 June 2006 (COS.59/06);

· Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 15 June 2006 (CROS.56/06);

· Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 22 June 2006 (IOS.51/06); and

· Executive on 26 June 2006 (EX.135/06);

were submitted for consideration by Members.

The Executive on 26 June 2006 had considered all the comments of Overview and Scrutiny Committees and agreed specific amendments to the Plan.  Details of these amendments had been circulated to Members in Appendix 1 of PPP.28/06.

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was 

RESOLVED – (1)  That the City Council's Best Value Performance Plan as circulated with report PPP.28/06 be approved in order to comply with the Council's statutory obligations for publication by 30 June 2006.

(2)  That the thanks of the Council to the officers involved in the production of the Best Value Performance Plan be placed on record.

C.113/06
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2004/05

Pursuant to Minute AUC.08/06, consideration was given to a report of the Director of Corporate Services (FS.20/06) containing the audited revised Statement of Accounts for 2004/05 as recommended to the Council by the Audit Committee.  

The following additional background papers had also been circulated to Members and were taken into consideration:

· Audit Commission Report on the 2004/05 Financial Statements to the Audit Committee – June 2006 Update;

· Report FS.17/06 – Statement of Accounts 2004/05 and 2005/06 – Progress and Action Plan;

· Letter of Representation on the 2004/05 Accounts issued by the Director of Corporate Services;

· Excerpt from the Minutes of the Audit Committee on 12 June 2006 (AUC.7/06).

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded that the revised Statement of Accounts for 2004/05 as set out in Report FS.20/06 be approved.

Some Members questioned why the Statement of Accounts 2004/05 had been moved and seconded by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Audit Committee, rather than by the Leader and the relevant portfolio holder.  In response, the Leader advised that he had taken and acted on procedural advice from the Head of Legal Services.

Members requested a letter from the Head of Legal Services setting out the advice which had been given to the Leader and the part of the Constitution on which that advice was based.

RESOLVED – (1)  That the revised Statement of Accounts for 2004/05 as set out in Report FS.20/06 be approved.

(2)  That the Head of Legal Services write to all Members of the City Council setting out the advice which had been given to the Leader in relation to responsibility for moving the Statement of Accounts and the part of the Constitution on which that advice was based.

(3) That the thanks of the Council to the officers involved in the production of the Statement of Accounts 2004/05 be placed on record.

C.114/06
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2005/06

Pursuant to Minute AUC.14/06 and AUC.15/06, consideration was given to a report of the Director of Corporate Services (FS.28/06) containing the Statement of Accounts for 2005/06 as recommended to the Council by the Audit Committee (subject to audit).

There was tabled at the meeting amendments to pages 34, 35 and 36 of the report, set out in a document by the Director of Corporate Services dated 29 June 2006.  These related to the following issues which had arisen since consideration of the report by the Audit Committee:

(a) Amendments required to the Cash Flow Statement to reflect a more accurate allocation of expenditure and income between the various headings; and

(b) The potential impact of a Local Authority Accounting Panel Bulletin in relation to disclosure notes for the 2005/06 accounts.  Discussions are underway with Audit Commission staff on the impact of this bulletin and any amendments required will need to be considered as part of the Audit process.

The following additional background papers had also been circulated to Members and were taken into consideration:

· Report FS.25/06 – Statement of Accounts 2005/06 Progress and Action Plan

· Excerpt from the minutes of the Audit Committee on 21 June 2006 (AUC.14/06 and AUC.15/06).

Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and Councillor Mrs Parsons seconded that the revised Statement of Accounts for 2005/06 as set out in Report FS.28/06 be approved.  

In response to questions about some qualifications Members had regarding the Statement of Accounts, the Chairman of the Audit Committee advised that the Committee would take an active role monitoring progress with the issues raised and that meetings of the Committee had been arranged in July and August 2006 for that purpose.

Some Members again re-iterated their concerns at the Statement of Accounts being moved and seconded by the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Audit Committee rather than the Leader and the relevant portfolio holder.

RESOLVED – (1)  That the revised Statement of Accounts for 2005/06 as set out in Report FS.28/06 be approved.

(2) That the Head of Legal Services include in the letter requested at COS.113/06, reference to the Statement of Accounts 2005/06.

(3) 
That the thanks of the Council to the officers involved in the production of the Statement of Accounts 2005/06 be placed on record.

C.115/06 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULES CALL IN AND URGENCY

Pursuant to Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule 15(1), the Director of Legal and Democratic Services submitted Report LDS.42/06 detailing decisions of the Executive which it had been agreed should be taken as urgent decisions and dealt with as matters of urgency without the need for call-in.

RESOLVED – That Report LDS.42/06 setting out decisions taken as a matter of urgency since the last meeting of the Council be noted and agreed.

C.116/06
COMMUNICATIONS
There were no further communications which the Mayor wished to bring forward as a matter of urgency.

(The meeting ended at 8.10pm)

