
EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

HELD ON 9 JUNE 2005 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

COS.77/05
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT PROGRESS REPORT

The Environmental Quality Manager presented report EPS.20/05 containing the Local Air Quality Management Progress report which had been compiled for submission to the Secretary of State at DEFRA for assessment as required under the National Air Quality Strategy.

The report contained updated information on the Review and Assessment of Local Air Quality and included the report and recommendations of Consultant’s who are commissioned to carry out the Air Quality modelling for the Council.  The progress report also made recommendations on the extent of the zone proposed for declaration as an Air Quality Management area.

The Environmental Quality Manager tabled colour copies of maps contained within the report which clarified the proposed zone for the Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) for the A7.  The recommendation was that the zone for the Air Quality Management area be along the A7 between Junction 44 of the M6 and Hardwicke Circus, extending only to the properties located directly adjacent to the roadside and also properties adjacent to the junctions of Brampton Road and Stanwix Bank. 

The report also outlined new developments which had taken place or are planned which may have an impact on Air Quality and will be considered during future review and assessment work.  Since both the need to declare an AQMA along the A7 and the need for further detailed assessment work to be carried out elsewhere in the city has arisen out of vehicle emissions, traffic based management measures and techniques will need to be employed.  This will require a collaborative effort amongst land use planners and transport planners alike including the City and County Council.  

The Environmental Quality Manager asked Members to consider the report and make any comments for onward submission to the Executive on 4 July 2005.

In considering the report Members commented as follows:

(a) In response to a question about Air Pollution around roadworks, Mr Ingham responded that in areas where there are roadworks which may alter the behaviour of traffic, these will be particularly targeted.

(b) A Member queried what actions need to be undertaken to ensure that the Air Quality Management area does not become worse.  He questioned whether the Council could realistically stop it from getting worse with the increase in the amount of traffic on the road and he queried the role of the Local Transport Plan.

Mr Ingham responded that the Council has a role in monitoring Air Quality, taking a lead to identify an area and declare it as an Air Quality Management area and within eighteen months must draw up an Action Plan to improve the Air Quality.  This will mean that the Council has to act with partners including the County Council, Planners, Housing Developers to work towards improving Air Quality.   The City Council has the lead role but it will have to ensure that the other partners take the necessary actions.

The Head of Commercial and Technical Services advised that Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee had looked at the implications of Air Quality and had emphasised the importance of its inclusion within the Local Transport Plan. County colleagues developing Local Transport Plan are taking notice of this and meetings have been held with them regarding the development of an action plan and the inclusion of these issues in the Local Transport Plan 2.

(c) In relation response to a question about the Local Plan process, Mr Battersby advised that this matter had been raised with Planning and he commented that any development generating traffic in the Air Quality Management Area may have a problem.

The Environmental Quality Manager added that it would mean looking at new sites which were proposed for development and looking at blocks in traffic and standing traffic.

The declaration of an Air Quality Management area should be a starting point to improve things.

(d)
A comment was made about the substantial increase in NO2 concentrations during 1998, but there was no explanation for this increase.  The Environmental Quality Manager commented that NO2 emissions should decrease as Car Manufacturers take account of Directives on fuel emissions.  However, there is an increase in traffic on the road and standing traffic, which contributes to a reduction in Air Quality.

(e) The importance of the Committee finding mechanisms to monitor the production of an Action Plan and the Council’s role in improving the Air Quality in the AQMA was emphasised.  In this regard it was stated that it will be necessary to have regular updates to this Committee on the progress in taking forward what is necessary to improve Air Quality in the identified areas.

Mr Ingham advised that he was happy to report back on progress, including the co-operation which has been received from other Agencies.

RESOLVED – (1) That the progress report be noted.

(2)
That the Executive be advised that this Committee will continue to receive regular updates on progress in taking forward the actions necessary to improve Air Quality, including the co-operation which has been received from other Agencies.







