EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MONDAY 7 APRIL 2008 AT 12.00 NOON

PRESENT:


Councillor Mitchelson (Chairman and Promoting Carlisle Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Bloxham (Environment and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Mrs Bowman (Economic Development and Enterprise Portfolio Holder)

Councillor P Farmer (Learning and Development Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Knapton (Community Engagement Portfolio Holder)

Councillor J Mallinson (Performance Management Portfolio Holder)

Councillor Prest (Health and Wellbeing Portfolio Holder)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs Luckley (Chairman of Overview and Scrutiny Committee). 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST   

There were no declarations of interest.

EX.084/08
THE URBAN DESIGN GUIDE AND PUBLIC REALM FRAMEWORK SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT - CONSULTATION DRAFT

Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter

The Director of Development Services reported (DS.48/08) on the preparation of a Supplementary Planning Document comprising an Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework for the City Centre. 

The Development Manager reminded Members that as part of the Carlisle Renaissance Programme a Development Framework and Movement Strategy Policy Statement had been agreed in April 2007 and one of the key issues arising from that document was the need for an Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework to be agreed for use as a guide to developers and their designers in putting forward proposals within the City Centre.  In order to give sufficient weight to that document it has been agreed that the Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework should be drawn up and adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document.  He set out for Members the process for producing Planning Policy documents as part of the Local Development Framework as contained in the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  

The Development Manager circulated for Members the draft Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework which had been worked up by a consultancy team led by Messrs Gillespies under the guidance of an Officer Steering Group together with a timetable for the draft Framework to be agreed both within the City Council and within the County Council.  He added that following agreement within the respective Councils it was anticipated that the document would then be subject to a six week consultation period commencing on or around 12 May with the outcome of that consultation being reported back through the Council's Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Executive.

Members, in considering the report, commented on discussions which had been held with the County Council Highways Committee and Local Committee with regard to the document and the opportunity  had been taken to look at other issues in parallel, including the Parking Strategy and Traffic Movement Strategy.  Members highlighted the need to use the highest quality material affordable for development in the city centre, to utilise existing material where possible and to examine and make good period features, including street name plates. 

In response to a question, the Leader confirmed that the document was a draft copy of the Framework which would, following consultation through the Council's Committee Structure, be released for consultation when stakeholders and members of the public would have an opportunity to submit their views.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

1.
That the Executive receive the draft Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework as attached to Report DS.48/08 which is to be the subject of consultation and note its contents.  The Framework  be referred  to the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee for their comments with a view to considering such comments at the meeting of the Executive on 21 April and referred to the full Council on 29 April 2008 for agreement.

2.
The Executive Committee note the parallel process through the County Council of considering the relevant highways issues within the draft Urban Design Guide and Public Realm Framework.  It being noted that it was proposed that the Highways and Transport Working Group on 7 April and Local Area Committee on 8 April 2008 would consider this.

Reasons for Decision

1.
In order to fulfil the statutory requirements for consultation as part of the adoption process of the Urban Design Guide and Realm Framework as a Supplementary Planning Document.

2.
To ensure that the Urban Design Guide and Framework is fully in close alignment with the priorities identified within the Development Framework and Movement Strategy.

EX.085/08
CONCESSIONARY FARES

Portfolio
Environment and Infrastructure

Subject Matter

The Leader reported that, following the setting of the Council's budget by the City Council on 5 February 2008, the Executive had been made aware of an improved financial provision.  The Executive had also been in receipt of approaches from Senior Citizens and Pensioner's groups requesting that a review be made to the Concessionary Fares Scheme which was approved as part of the City Council Budget.   It was therefore proposed that a report would be submitted to the next meeting of the Executive on 21 April 2008, setting out proposals for improvements in the Concessionary Fares Scheme and that following consideration by the Executive, it was anticipated that the item would be referred to the meeting of the City Council on 29 April 2008.

Summary of options rejected

None

DECISION

That the Executive receive a further report at its meeting on 21 April 2008 setting out proposals for improvements to the Concessionary Fares Scheme following the improvement in the Council's budget provision.  Following consideration of the item at the Executive, the matter be referred to the full Council on 29 April 2008 for agreement.

Reasons for Decision

In order to consider possible improvements to the Concessionary Fares Scheme, agreed by the City Council, in the light of additional resources which have been made available.

(The meeting ended at 12.14 pm)

