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SHOPMOBILITY AWARD

Carlisle City Council’s Shopmobility scheme was awarded the Ecclesiastical Insurance Award for best practice at the National Federation of Shopmobility UK’s annual general meeting held at Leeds in August.  It was collected by the Co-ordinator on behalf of the scheme at that meeting.  The service was nominated by our customers and was given in recognition of innovative practice.  Twenty three schemes were nominated for the award and three, including Carlisle Shopmobility, shared first place.  The award is a prestigious annual prize given at the national AGM and is recognition of all the hard work and dedication of the volunteers and the Co-ordinator.

HANDYPERSON SCHEME
Carlisle City Council, in conjunction with Eden District Council are in the final stages of implementing a pilot Handyperson scheme, for elderly and vulnerable people, to enable them to maintain their independence in their own homes. The scheme will run for a period of between 4 and 6 months, until a Countywide scheme is implemented as part of the Supporting People process to set up a Home Improvement /Handyperson process. 

The aim of the service is to provide practical help, support, advice and guidance to enable residents to maintain their independence, health and well-being, in their own homes, for as long as possible. 

The Handyperson scheme will carry out small repair and maintenance jobs within people’s homes, and will assist in reducing accidents, improving quality of life, maintain a sense of well-being, safety and security for our residents. 

LANDLORDS ACCREDITATION SCHEME
On 21st August, a consultation event was held to inform Landlords (and ask for their views) of our proposal to amend our current Landlord Accreditation Scheme. This scheme mainly covers the properties in the student accommodation sector, which is a burgeoning area of the house letting market.  

We also contacted the National Landlords Association (Carlisle) branch to inform them of the amendment. In their response they expressed approval.  The scheme is intended to encourage all Landlords to maintain good standards; raise awareness of the legislation that governs rented property; actively promote good standards; encourage good management practices, and assist Landlords and tenants to undertake their respective responsibilities to each other. 

This will ensure consistently high standards of property provided by Landlords, and discourage anti-social behaviour by tenants. The Council will work very closely with Landlords Associations and other key, private sector stakeholders to ensure that the standard of property is maintained, and where found necessary, improved. 

COMMUNITY CENTRES
The next phase of the improvement plans for Greystone CC’s has started with the refurbishment of the old meeting room, which includes the lowering of the ceiling and other environmental measures.
Preliminary discussions are taking place between Currock House and The Rock Youth Project to explore the possibility of a purpose built youth room being attached to the centre.

The official opening of upgrading of Chances Park took place on the 18th August.

Five Community Centres are to host The Employment & Health Road Show over the last week of September and the first week in October.
Play Raffles sadly will have to close on the 26th October, no further funding being available to them.  They have exhausted all avenues to no avail.

GHYLL BANK GYPSY AND TRAVELLER SITE 
Contract to construct the site has been let and the work on site is due to start on 1/9/09. This is anticipated to be a 7 month build completed by 31 March 2010.

TRAINING AND RESOURCE CENTRE 
Planning applications have been submitted for the Centre and the improvement works to the John Street Hostel.  These will be considered on 2 October 2009 by the Development Control Committee.
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