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Title:-
Children's Play Area: Kingfisher Park, Warwick Road, Carlisle



Report of:-
Head of Planning Services



Report reference:-
P.01/05

Summary:-

Members are asked to consider a petition from residents of Kingfisher Park seeking the removal of the play area provided by the developers as part of the overall estate provision. The petition was considered by the Executive at its meeting held on 6 December 2004, but has been referred on to this Committee.

Recommendation:-

That the petition be noted, but that no action is taken in relation to the removal of the play area.

A Eales
Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Taylor
Ext:
 7171

To the Chairman and Members of the






P. 01 /05

Development Control Committee

1.0
Introduction 

1.1
Following the receipt of a petition containing 156 names from 102 different address within the Kingfisher Park development, a Report to the Executive was prepared by the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport (CLS 21/04). 

1.2
That Report, the petition received by the Council and the Minute of the Executive meeting are attached. The Executive resolved, amongst other matters, that the petition be forwarded for consideration by the Development Control Committee.

1.3
Members will note from the Report of the Head of Culture, Leisure and Sport that this Committee’s predecessor (the Planning and Land Use Sub-Committee) considered a petition just over 3 years ago requesting the non-provision of the play area, together with a separate petition that the play area should be provided. The Sub-Committee resolved to re-affirm its commitment to the completion of all of the development of Kingfisher Park, including the play area and associated footpath/cycle links.

1.4
That decision reflects the fact that it is a requirement of Policy L9 of the Carlisle District Local Plan that within housing developments in excess of 40 units the developer will generally be required to provide appropriate play facilities within the site. If no suitable location can be found within the site the developer may provide an off-site alternative (if one is available). Members will also be aware that in some instances developers have provided funding for the enhancement of existing nearby play facilities in lieu of on-site provision.

1.5
Kingfisher Park is a development of 185 dwellings and was approved in 1997 following completion of a S106 Agreement. The siting of the play area, the nature of equipment to be provided within it and the observance of the Council’s normal “separation” distance between play areas and the nearest dwellings were subject of considerable negotiation between Officers of Planning and Leisure Services and the developers (Barratt Manchester). The play area is, accordingly, not sited in a location within the heart of the estate, but is located within an extensive area of open space running along the eastern side of the River Petteril. 
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1.6
It is understood that the problems recorded by local residents were at their height shortly after the play area was equipped, but before it was handed over to Leisure Services and hence subject to any maintenance or even management of litter, etc. Since early November, the City Council has taken over its responsibility and the Report to the Executive states that the problems previously being experienced had diminished.

1.7
The Council’s Policy L9 is based upon Government Guidance relating to the provision of play areas and informal opens space and LPA’s are expected to follow that advice when planning proposals for major new areas of housing are being considered. It would, clearly, not be appropriate to abandon the objectives of that Policy, but would be better that the play area and its facilities are managed and mature within the housing area.

2.0
Recommendation

2.1
That the receipt of the petition be noted, but no action taken.

A Eales
Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer:
Alan Taylor
Ext:
 7171


Appendix 1

Site Location Map
Appendix 2

Report CLS 21/04, The Petition &

Minute of Executive Meeting
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