
Summary: 

This report provides an update on the Government’s bidding process for additional 
recycling funding. In view of the timescale, potential projects are currently being 
evaluated. 

  

Recommendations: 

The Director of Environment and Development and portfolio holder (Infrastructure, 
Environment and Transport) explore potential projects to submit for funding and report 
back to Council on 30th April should a viable and effective scheme be identified. 
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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS 

1. The Executive received a report on 28th January 2002 (EN 07/02) outlining 
the portfolio holder’s response to a DEFRA Consultation document regarding 
the basis of allocating a £140M waste minimisation fund. The Council 
received documentation from DEFRA on 2nd April outlining the basis of the 
scheme having taken the feedback of the consultation into account.  

2. The fund comprises £140M for capital allocations, £50M of which is available 
in 2002/3 and £90m for 2003/4. The application guidance is included as 
Appendix A. It will be noted that applications for 2002/3 need to be submitted 
by 30th April 2002 for the first round.  

3. In view of the timescale it has not been possible to produce detailed 
proposals for any bid to this meeting. A number of potential opportunities 
exist linked to the existing pilot kerbside recycling scheme with Carlisle 
Environmental Action and Eden District Council and to contribute to the key 
option within the emerging Cumbria Waste Management Strategy. These 
options and their implications will be examined in detail in conjunction with 
the portfolio holder and representatives of the relevant organisations. Should 
the Council be in a position to submit a bid directly or as a partner, then 
details will be presented to the Council meeting on 30th April 2002. 

2.0 CONSULTATION 

1. Consultation to Date. Preliminary discussions with Eden D.C.  
2. Consultation proposed: with all relevant partners. 

3.0 STAFFING/RESOURCES COMMENTS 

1. Any bid could be completed from within existing staffing resources. The level 
of any Council funding contribution to an initiative will need to be assessed, 
although £20,000 was allocated in the budget for 2002/3 for recycling 
initiatives. 

4. CITY TREASURER’S COMMENTS 

4.1 The City Treasurer will comment on the more detailed proposals to follow. 

5.0 LEGAL COMMENTS 

Not applicable. 
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6.0 CORPORATE COMMENTS 

Not applicable. 

7.0 RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT 

7.1 The timescale for preparing a bid in round 1 (2002/3) is extremely short 
and the resources allocated to preparing a bid may be abortive if it is 
unsuccessful. Similarly, the ability to submit a bid may be dependent upon 
the capacity of partner organisations. 

Should a bid be made then any capital/revenue funding implications for the 
Council together with any ongoing operational commitments will need to be 
fully evaluated. 

8.0 EQUALITY ISSUES 

Not applicable. 

9.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

1. The additional funding made available provides the opportunity to introduce 
measures to enable the Council to achieve national waste minimisation 
targets. 

10. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 

10.1 Not applicable. 

11. RECOMMENDATIONS 

11.1 The Director of Environment and Development and portfolio holder 
(Infrastructure, Environment and Transport) explore potential projects to 
submit for funding and report back to Council on 30th April should a viable 
and effective scheme be identified. 

12. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

See above. 
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