

CARLISLE RENAISSANCE

The Carlisle Renaissance team will be in place by February 2006. The team will be embedded into the City Council’s corporate structure and will enable us to prepare the more detailed strategic and operational plans required delivering the renaissance agenda. 

The City Council and its partners are making good progress in the establishment of a new Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) for Carlisle. One of its benefits will be to provide us with as a mechanism for directly engaging the private, voluntary and community sectors in the renaissance agenda. We aim to have the new LSP established in by February/March 2006 

Since the launch of the Prospectus in August the City Council has undertaken to communicate the renaissance agenda, vision and objectives to the resident and business community in the City and to a wider audience of regional and national stakeholders. We have also engaged in more general consultation concerning the future direction of the City.

Feedback to date has been generally positive and we have been encouraged by the responses we have received through a number of channels. The City Council and its local partners are addressing the issue of more formal public consultation associated with the renaissance agenda and have established a consultation advisory group that will plan and implement future consultation activity. We have also taken steps to identify and utilise best practice from elsewhere in both consultation and communication

It is intended to use the process of preparing the Development Framework & Movement Strategy as a pilot for full-scale public consultation on this aspect of the renaissance agenda. Based on a plan being prepared by the consultation advisory group, this will involve a series of events/activities in late January/early February 2006 designed to fully engage the resident and business community, particularly the hard to reach groups (young people, elderly etc.) at the earliest stages in the establishment of land use and transport policy for the City. 

In parallel we are looking at opportunities in the City Centre around the development of the evening economy. The City Council has recently undertaken a major review of the evening and night time economy and discussions are underway with retailers and others to pilot a regular late night shopping evening one day per week from Easter, linked to a range of other activities. These are designed to encourage a wider demographic back into the City Centre in the early evening as part of a broader strategy to extend the City Centre ‘offer’ for both residents and visitors.

Delivering the Communities Plan in Carlisle represents a major ongoing challenge to the City Council and its partners and it is one of the core objectives of our renaissance agenda. Ultimately this is an issue of public sector resources. Recent experience such as the Sure Start programme in Carlisle South has shown what can be achieved with targeted external funding in the City.

The levels and concentrations of deprivation in the City, when compared with other urban areas in the North West, have prevented us from benefiting from access to significant funding under the Communities Plan. We consider that there is sufficient evidence to merit access to significant additional funding from the Communities Plan to tackle deprivation in the City. Clearly we will need to build a robust case for such funding and demonstrate our willingness to invest our own resources in such activities.

The recent announcement of a University of Cumbria by Sir Martin Harris, with a significant presence in Carlisle, is a major step forward in establishing Carlisle as a Learning City.  Since the announcement we have been working with St Martins retained advisors to assess the physical implications of a new University on the City and help them to address their accommodation and other requirements. 

The County Council has recently embarked upon a major review of secondary schools across the City.  A partnership of Carlisle stakeholders (the Carlisle Local Partnership Group) held its first meeting in this review process in early December and the renaissance agenda was raised as an important feature in determining future secondary school provision within this City, not only in terms of the number and location of schools but also their contribution to the sustainable communities agenda and our aspirations for improving movement into and around the City

We are pleased to see that Carlisle Renaissance is specifically referred to in the latest draft of the NWDA Regional Economic Strategy (RES) and a central part of the new Strategic Plan for Cumbria Vision. We understand that Cumbria Vision has recommended that the NWDA make an indicative allocation of funding for Carlisle Renaissance, which is of course to be welcomed. 

We are now working with local partners on a number of early propositions in this respect, including the need to strengthen our evidence base in terms of where the opportunities for future growth in the local economy are and the role that the City Council and others can play in facilitating this growth. Cumbria Vision intends to work with us to support the development of the University of Cumbria in the City and address issues of intra-regional transport infrastructure, including Carlisle Airport.

Finally, the City Council is in the process of organising a tourism ‘summit’ which will take place in mid January 2006 to draw together key stakeholders in the industry and from across the public sector around a more coherent strategy for the development of tourism in the City and to enable the industry to respond directly to the renaissance agenda and the emerging ideas from the Development Framework & Movement Strategy.    

FLOOD COMMEMORATIVE EVENT

Two identical ‘New Beginnings’ events have been organised for flood victims by Churches Together and Carlisle City Council to commemorate the first anniversary of the January 2005 floods.  The events at the Crown & Mitre Hotel on Sunday, 8 January, are to include entertainment from local schools and performers, and messages of hope from the churches.  A message from Prince Charles was to be read out.  Flood victims and their families were invited as well as representatives of organisations involved in the emergency and recovery.

FLOOD BULLETIN

A special Floods Bulletin was delivered to households across Carlisle district during December. The leaflet explains the measures taken by the City Council in partnership with the County Council, Environment Agency and United Utilities, since the January floods and the flash flooding in October. It also gives advice on flood resilience, where to collect sandbags in the event of an emergency and provides emergency contact numbers.

CARLISLE FOCUS

The December edition of Carlisle Focus was produced and distributed to all households and businesses in Carlisle district, on schedule.

NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS AWARDS

The City Council won another national award for excellence in communications with the Council Tax Summary document winning the ‘Most Effective Campaign’ in the UK at the Government-backed Good Communications Awards in November.  One of the aims of the document was to promote the different ways people can pay their Council Tax and since it was distributed in March last year, online council tax payments have increased by 31%, automated ‘phone payments by 30%.

EVENTS

The 2005 Fireshow was attended by around 35,000, the collection raised £7,000 for local charities.

The Children in Need mascot, Pudsey Bear, abseiled down the Civic Centre to kick off events in the county for the popular charity.

2006 PROGRAMME

Carlisle and Borders Spring Show

Sunday 30th April and Monday 1st May – Bitts Park

Upperby Gala

Monday 29thMay – Hammond’s Pond

Festival of Nations

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th July – City Centre 

‘pop2thepark’ (to be confirmed)

Sunday 6th August – Bitts Park 

Fireshow

Saturday 4th November – Bitts Park
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