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Summary:
This report sets out the requirement to establish a Joint Committee in accordance with
sections 29-31 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. Members’ views are
sought on the process instigated by the need to produce two Supplementary Planning
Documents on Wind Energy and Landscape Character.

Recommendations:
It is recommended that a Joint Committee be established to be given delegated planning
authority decision making powers for the formation and adoption of the Wind Energy SPD
and the Landscape Character SPD and the views of this Committee be referred to
Executive. 

Alan Eales
Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer: Chris Hardman   Ext: 7190



2

Report to the Infrastructure P. 02/06
Overview & Scrutiny Committee

1.0 Background

1.1 In September 2004 the Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan underwent
an Examination in Public (EIP) by a Panel appointed by the Planning Inspectorate
as part of the process of the structure plan review. Within the Structure Plan it made
reference to the preparation of two supplementary planning documents (SPDs) and
the EIP panel supported the proposed preparation of these documents.

1.2 The Cumbria and Lake District Joint Structure Plan (JSP) 2001-2016 Modifications
September 2005, in response to the Panels report, makes reference to the
preparation of an update to the Supplementary Planning Document on Wind Energy
development in chapter 8.  The current Wind Energy SPG was produced in July
1997 as a joint countywide document. This does require updating in light of the
changes to national policy. In respect of the Landscape Character SPD this directly
links to policy E37 of the JSP Modifications September 2005, paragraph 6.9 also
sets out the need for a character-based approach when assessing development
proposals.

1.3 The two documents referred to are of countywide importance – relating to wind
energy development and landscape character. Due to this it was considered most
appropriate by the Panel and the County Council and district authorities that the
documents be prepared as joint district/County/LDNP supplementary planning
documents enabling a more consistent and comprehensive approach to be taken in
advising and decision making.

1.4 As required under the new planning act the SPDs have been included within the
Local Development Scheme (LDS) for Carlisle City Council. The LDS for Carlisle
City Council was reported to O&S Committee on 2nd December 2004. The Local
Development Scheme sets out the work programme for the local plans section over
for the period 2005-2008. The LDS may however be revised during this time period
to accommodate necessary changes. The Council is assessed against the timetable
set out within its LDS with its ability to achieve the targets set. A separate report (ref
06/06) on the LDS timetable will be presented to this Committee.
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2.0 Joint Committee 

2.1 Under the provisions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (Section
29) and the Town and Country (Local Development) (England) Regulations 2004
there is a mechanism for setting up a Joint Committee.  This would have a
representative member from each of the district authorities as well as the County
Council forming a new Committee which would act as the decision making body
with delegated planning authority powers. 

2.2 Attached at Appendix 1 is a possible process by which a Joint Committee can be
established.  This report is the first stage towards establishing agreement for a Joint
Committee and that Carlisle City Council will partake in the process.  The process
requires a local agreement which eventually progresses to a parliamentary Order to
enable transference of the required functions.  The reason for establishing a Joint
Committee is to undertake the production of two joint Supplementary Planning
Documents.

2.3 The County Council is taking the lead in drafting the two SPDs as well as the
production of the documents and administration of the process. The Joint
Committee would meet to comment and make decisions, at the relevant stages on
the documents with Officer support, and subsequently adopt the documents, on
behalf of the member authorities, at the end of the process. Decisions made by the
Joint Committee will be binding on all the member planning authorities.

2.4 Whilst the Council will have an opportunity to input during the process of SPD
production (Officer and appointed Member), the SPDs would not be reported
through the Council’s own Committee process.

2.5 Once the Joint Committee is established, Section 30 of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 enables the Joint Committee to take on other
functions with agreement from constituent authorities were it considered to be an
effective way of delivering services on a Joint basis.  There is no intention at this
stage that any additional functions are taken on by the Joint Committee.  It is only
the intention to undertake SPD production and adoption.
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2.6 Section 31 of the Act covers the Dissolution of a Joint Committee.  As the formation
of the Joint Committee requires the provision of an Order.  The dissolution would
also require referral to the Secretary of State and the Order be rescinded or
modified.

3.0 Other Options

3.1 Alternative options for the preparation and adoption on the two SPDs would be to
take the documents through the usual committee cycle, this would however require
a greater deal of work from each individual authority in relation to public consultation
and the sustainability appraisals for the two documents. This process also raises
the issue that the documents may not remain consistent between the authorities
with a likelihood of the documents being adopted at different times by different
Districts which decreases the value of producing the guidance on a joint countywide
basis. Joint Committees are seen as cost effective way of streamlining this process.

4.0 Terms of Reference for the Joint Committee

4.1 A draft Legal Agreement containing the terms of reference for the Joint Committee
has not yet been finalised and discussions are on going between legal
representatives from member authorities. It is important that clear terms of
reference are drawn up to restrict the function of the Joint Committee to act as the
decision making body for the sole purpose of producing the two SPDs listed above. 

4.2 It is important that the Joint Committee has credibility as a planning authority and
hence high level representations would be appropriate. The nominated Member will
be required to be the representative for the City Council for the duration of the
preparation of the two supplementary planning documents. The final policy
document adopted by the Joint Committee will become an SPD for each of the local
planning authorities.
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5.0 Conclusion

5.1 Officers consider that in order to ease preparation and work collaboratively on
Cumbria wide issues a Joint Committee should be established to undertake SPD
production and adoption on Wind Energy and Landscape Character.

6.0 Recommendation

6.1 It is recommended that a Joint Committee to be established to be given delegated
planning authority decision making powers for the formation and adoption of the
Wind Energy SPD and the Landscape Character SPD and the views of this
Committee be referred to Executive. 

Alan Eales
Head of Planning Services

Contact Officer: Chris Hardman   Ext: 7190
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Appendix

Joint Committee - Possible Process
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