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Development Control Committee

1.0 Introduction

As a Local Planning Authority the Council is committed to training its staff and the two Planning Enforcement Officers will be attending the following courses:

1.1
A Forum on Enforcement at Birchwood Park, Warrington – 27th October 2009
This forum takes place twice a year and provides a professional update for Enforcement, Planning and Legal Practitioners. The following presentations are taking place at this forum:
· Update on recent Enforcement Case Law

· Pre-Commencement Conditions and the implications for enforcement work

· Certificates of Lawfulness as matters of law

· The application of the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 200 (RIPA) to planning enforcement work

1.2
Cumbria Planning Enforcement Group Meeting, Barrow – 6th November 2009
This forum also takes place twice a year at different venues throughout Cumbria and enables officers to meet and discuss a variety of issues such as updates on legislation, case law and current cases.
1.3
Membership of NAPE (National Association for Planning Enforcement)
Both enforcement officers have recently become members of NAPE. The purpose of NAPE is to enhance the role of planning enforcement within the planning profession. NAPE works on a national, regional and local level to share good practice and encourage development. NAPE’s guiding principles of ‘Negotiate, Advise, Protect and Enforce’ represent the tools used to provide an effective and efficient Planning Enforcement and Compliance function.
1.4      Enforcement Appeal Decision
Members may recall an application to use a property at Steadfolds, Irthington for the purposes of operating a scaffolding business. Members refused the application and authorised officers to commence enforcement proceedings. The applicants lodged an appeal with the planning inspectorate on ground (g) i.e. that the compliance period was not long enough to find alternative premises. The Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government dismissed the appeal on the 19th June 2009 and the notice was upheld without variation. The applicant must therefore comply with the terms of the Enforcement Notice and vacate the site by no later than 19th December 2009. The applicant has recently lodged an application with the Traffic Commissioners to operate their business from alternative premises at Michael Thompson Yard, St Ninians Road, Carlisle.  
2.0
Overview of Activity
Since 1st January 2009, 163 enforcement cases have been recorded on the Acolaid system
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·   8 relate to a breach of planning conditions

· 16 relate to the siting of caravans

· 13 relate to agricultural land or buildings

· 76 relate to works at domestic properties

· 28 relate to works or activities at commercial properties

·   7 relate to housing schemes

· 15 relate to unauthorised signage

94 cases have been resolved either through negotiation or where site visits have revealed that no breach of planning control has actually taken place or where necessary, planning applications have been submitted and approved 
49 involve ongoing monitoring or negotiation to achieve a resolution
20 are awaiting applications to be submitted or be determined

In addition 54 cases received prior to 2009 are still being monitored and under investigation.

3.0
Recommendation

That members note the contents of the report
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