
CARLISLE CITY COUNCIL

Report to:- THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE LICENSING SUB
COMMITTEE

Date of Meeting:- 31st July 2007 Agenda Item No:-

Public Operational Delegated Yes

Summary:-

Application is made to remove a number of embedded restrictions inherited on conversion
from the Justices Licence which can be seen in Appendix 6 and to extend the hours of
opening, sale of alcohol and Late night Refreshment.

Recommendation:-
It is recommended that the Sub-Committee determine the application in accordance with
one of the options set out in paragraph F.

J A Messenger, Licensing Manager
Note: in compliance with section 100d of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 the report has been
prepared in part from the following papers:-  The Application and written comments from persons living in the vicinity,
copies of which are attached to this report.
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FANTAILS RESTAURANT, THE GREEN, WETHERAL
APPLICATION TO VARY A PREMISES LICENCE

Report of:- HEAD OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATIC SERVICES
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To the Chairman and Members of the Licensing Sub Committee on 31st July 2007

A. THE APPLICATION
(Appendix 1)

Applicant

Kenneth Eric Hogg, Holly Cottage, The Green, Wetheral.

Premises

Fantails Restaurant, The Green, Wetheral. (Appendix 2 - Area Plan)

History

The premises had the benefit of trading under a Justices Restaurant Licence as well
as a Public Entertainment Licence for many years.  In June 2005 application was
made under Schedule 8 Para 2 Licensing Act 2003 for conversion of these licences
under the same terms and conditions held.  Cumbria Constabulary was consulted
on the conversion and did not make any representations.  The application for was,
therefore, successful and the following activities were granted:

Sale of Alcohol - Sunday: Noon until 11.30pm
                                          Monday – Saturday: 10am until Midnight
                                          Christmas day: Noon until 11.30pm
                                          Good Friday: Noon until 11.30pm
                                          New Year Eve: Through to start of permitted

hours next day.
Regulated Entertainment-

                                Recorded Music, Live Music, Performance of Dance.

                                           Sunday – Saturday: Noon until 12.30am

Late Night Refreshment – Sunday: 11pm until 11.30pm
                                           Monday – Saturday 11pm until Midnight
                                          Good Friday 11pm until 11.30pm
                                          Christmas day 11pm until 11.30pm
                                           New Years Eve Through to start of permitted
                                                                            hours next day

A copy of the current premises licence, including the conditions, is attached
(Appendix 3).



Variation application

1. An application for the variation of the Premises Licence has now been made
under section 34 of the Licensing Act 2003 (Appendix 1).  The variation
includes the removal of a number of embedded conditions inherited on
conversion from the Justices Licence, as well as replacing former Public
Entertainment Licence conditions with new ones outlined in the operating
schedule.

The variation also includes an extension of the opening hours as follows:

Late night Refreshment Sunday – Saturday 11pm until 2am
(Appendix 1, para. L) New Years Eve Through to start of

                                                                                     permitted hours next day.

     Sale of Alcohol Sunday – Saturday 10am until 2am.
                (Appendix 1 Para. M) New Years Eve Through to start of

                                                                                    permitted hours next day.

     Premises open to Public Sunday – Saturday 10am until 3am.
                (Appendix 1, para. O) New Years Eve Through to start of

                                                                       permitted hours next day

     Regulated Entertainment          (Will remain the same as current Licence)

2. Designated Premises Supervisor:
Kenneth Eric Hogg

3. Supply of alcohol is for consumption both on and off the premises.

4. The area for the licensable activities are indicated on the plan (Appendix 4)

5. Additional steps to promote licensing objectives  (Appendix 1, para. P)

General

Fantails has historically been run in an orderly fashion and, as far as we are
aware, there are no recorded incidents for concern in terms of the running of the
premises.  This will continue to be the case.  Whilst there are listed various
conditions below, there is room to listen to any further recommendations that
any of the responsible authorities would like to put forward.

Crime and Disorder

The Licensing Act 2003 contains sufficient legislation to meet the requirements
relating to Prevention of Crime and Disorder.  Challenge 21 will be adopted as a
strategy to further prevent sales of alcohol to persons under the age of 21.

Public Safety



1. There shall be maintained on the premises at all times an adequate and
appropriate supply of first aid equipment and materials.

2. Emergency Lighting will be tested in accordance with BS 5266 Part 1, 1999
Emergency Lighting.  The results of the tests will be recorded in a logbook.
A satisfactory NICEIC (or equivalent) inspection report will be available for
inspection by the relevant authorities.

3. The Fire alarm detection system will be tested in accordance with BS 5839
Part 1 2002 Fire Detection and Fire Alarm Systems for buildings.  The
results of the tests will be recorded in a logbook.  A satisfactory inspection
report will be available for inspection by the relevant authorities.

4. The electrical installation will be inspected and a satisfactory NICEIC (or
equivalent) inspection report will be available for inspection by the relevant
Authorities.

5. Any gas boiler or other gas appliance will be tested on a regular basis and a
satisfactory CORGI (or equivalent) inspection report will be available for
inspection by the relevant authorities.

6. Any portable equipment, used for the purposes of entertainment, which
relies on mains voltage will be used only through the following means of
protection:

a) Each socket outlet circuit shall be protected by a residual current device
having a rated residual operation current not exceeding 30 milliamps. Or:

b) Each individual socket outlet shall be protected by a residual current device
having a rated residual operating current not exceeding 30 milliamps.
This does not allow a single RCD to be used to protect a group of circuits or
the use of a ‘plug in’ RCD.

Public Nuisance

1. All external doors and windows shall be kept closed when regulated
entertainment is being provided except in the event of an emergency and for
the purposes of exit and entry.

2. Refuse such as bottles shall be disposed of from the premises at a time
when it is not likely to cause a disturbance to residents in the vicinity of the
premises.

3. There will be placed at the main entrance a notice advising customers to
keep noise to a minimum when leaving the Premises.

Protection of Children

This Premises promotes a family friendly atmosphere and will have regard to
the admission of children as per the Licensing Act 2003.  In addition Challenge
21 will be adopted as a strategy to further prevent sales of alcohol to persons
under the age of 21.

     Advertising

Copies of the application were forwarded to the Responsible Authorities.
     The application was advertised on the premises as well as in a local newspaper.



B. RELEVANT REPRESENTATIONS

Responsible authorities:

None

Interested parties:

Persons living in the vicinity – (Appendix 5)

There are 15 letters from residents wishing to raise objections to the proposed
variation application:

Ms L Hewson  (Exhibit 5.1)
M Bentley  (Exhibit 5.2)
Mr S Goodman  (Exhibit 5.3)
Mr P Cowen  (Exhibit 5.4)
Mr Andrews  (Exhibit 5.5)
Mr & Mrs Wildman  (Exhibit 5.6)
Mr R Speirs  (Exhibit 5.7)
Mr J Morris  (Exhibit 5.8)
Mr D Ion  (Exhibit 5.9)
Mr A Moffat  (Exhibit 5.10)
Mr Plevin  (Exhibit 5.11)
Mr A Robertson  (Exhibit 5.12)
Mr D Lamond  (Exhibit 5.13)
Mr T Dearnley  (Exhibit 5.14)
Mrs B O‘Donohoe  (Exhibit 5.15)
Mr & Mrs Porter  (Exhibit 5.16)

They raise concern at the potential for disturbed sleep during the extended hours
from recorded and live music, drunken singing, noisy persons leaving, taxis and
private cars collecting people etc.  They point out that the area is a residential area.

Mr Hogg attended the Civic Centre on Friday 6th July 07 when an informal meeting
was held with some of the residents who are objecting to the variation.   After
listening to the concerns of the residents, Mr Hogg offered to alter the terminal hour
to 0100hrs.  Unfortunately an agreement was not reached.

C. LOCAL LICENSING POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

The Licensing Act 2003 requires the Council to publish a Statement of
Licensing Policy that sets out the policies the Council will generally apply to
promote the licensing objectives when making decisions on applications
made under the Act.

Members should have regard to all relevant information and it is considered that the
following sections of the policy, (though not exclusively) have a bearing upon the
application.  Paragraph numbers are taken from the policy:



Introduction

1.2 Carlisle City Council is a licensing authority (the Authority) for the purposes
of the Act.  The Authority must carry out its licensing functions with a view to
promoting the four licensing objectives, which are:

• the prevention of crime and disorder
• public safety
• the prevention of public nuisance
• the protection of children from harm

1.10. In determining its policy, the Authority considered the provisions of the Act and had
particular regard to:

• the licensing objectives;
• the guidance issued by the Secretary of State under section 182 of the Act;
• the representations made following consultation;
• its duties and obligations under other legislation, including:

Human Rights Act 1998 incorporates the European Convention on Human
Rights and makes it unlawful for a local authority to act in a way that is
incompatible with a Convention right.  The Authority will have particular regard
to the following relevant provisions of the European Convention on Human
Rights:
- Article 6 that in the determination of civil rights and obligations everyone is
entitled to a fair and public hearing within a reasonable time by an independent
and impartial tribunal established by law;
- Article 8 that everyone has the right to respect for his home and private life;
and
- Article 1 of the First Protocol that every person is entitled to the

peaceful enjoyment of his or her possessions, including, for example,
the possession of a licence.

Crime and Disorder Act 1998 – section 17 of that Act imposes a duty on
local authorities to exercise their functions with regard to the impact on
crime and disorder and the need to do all it reasonably can to prevent
crime and disorder in its area.

1.19. The Act limits the representations which can be made about licence applications
and who can make such representations.  Essentially, representations must relate
to one or more of the licensing objectives and must be made by a person living or
working in the vicinity of the premises or an organisation which represents such
persons.  Anyone considering making an objection is invited to discuss their
objection with licensing officers prior to submitting their representation.

n.b. The term “vicinity” is used within the Licensing Act 2003 on a number of
occasions and, in particular, with reference to those “interested parties” who
may lodge objections to applications for premises licences and who may
make representations concerning existing premises licences.  Section 13(3)
defines an “interested party” as being “a person living in the vicinity, a body



representing persons living in the vicinity, a person involved in a business in
the vicinity or a body representing those persons”.

The Act does not define the term “vicinity”, therefore where the question arises, it is
the responsibility of that particular Licensing sub committee considering the
application, to determine in each case which person or body is considered to be
living in the “vicinity”.

Fundamental Principles

2.1 The policy will promote the four licensing objectives contained in the Act, namely
the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public
nuisance and the protection of children from harm.  These are the only matters that
will be taken into account in determining applications and any conditions imposed
must be necessary to achieve these.

2.2 Nothing in the Statement of Licensing Policy will undermine the rights of any person
to apply under the Act for a variety of permissions and have their application
considered on its individual merits as well as against the relevant policy and
statutory framework.  It does not override the right of any person to make
representations on any application or to seek a review of a licence or certificate
where they are permitted to do so under the Act.

2.3 All licensing applications will be determined on their individual merits following
consideration of the proposals in the application and any relevant representations.
In general, licences will be granted on the terms applied for, but licences will not
normally be granted in terms which conflict with any of the policies in this document,
unless an applicant is able to demonstrate that the exceptional circumstances of
their application justify a departure from the policy.  The Authority will not depart
from the policy if any of the licensing objectives will be undermined by a proposal in
the application.

2.4 Licensing is about the control of licensed premises, qualifying clubs and temporary
events within the terms of the Act.  The licensing function cannot be used for the
general control of anti social behaviour once consumers are beyond the direct
control of the individual, club or business holding the licence, certificate or other
authorisation concerned.  However the Authority expects holders of a licence,
certificate or permission, to make every effort to minimise the impact of their
activities and anti social behaviour by their patrons within the immediate vicinity of
their premises.

4.2 General Policy

4.2.1. Consideration of the impact of licensable activities

4.2.2. In the event of relevant representations when considering an application for a
licence, the authority may take into account the following factors in assessing its
likely impact on the licensing objectives in addition to other relevant matters:



• the nature of activities proposed;
• the number of customers likely to attend the premises and the type of customers

expected;
• the location of the premises;
• the proposed hours of operation;
• the level of public transport accessibility for customers either arriving or leaving

the premises and the likely means of public or private transport that will be used
by the customers;

• the physical and accessible nature of the premises;
• the level of likely car parking demand in relation to the use of the premises in

comparison with the existing situation and the likely effect on the movement of
priority traffic;

• the cumulative impact of licensed premises in an area;
• the scope for mitigating any impact;
• how often the activity is to occur.

4.2.3. In considering any application where premises are already licensed, or have in the
past been licensed for any of the licensable activities (under this or previous
legislation), the Authority will take into account any evidence from a responsible
authority or interested party of demonstrable adverse impact from the activity in the
past.  If adverse impact has been caused, consider whether appropriate measures
have been proposed or put into effect by the applicant to mitigate that adverse
impact.  The authority will also consider any changes of circumstances, or evidence
that the premises have been well run since the past problems occurred.

Reason

The prime purpose of this policy is to promote the licensing objectives.  In
furtherance of this aim the policy lists particular matters that the Authority will take
into account in considering whether a licensed activity is likely to cause an adverse
impact.

The aim of the policy is to achieve a balanced approach to these issues.

4.3.  Prevention of Crime and Disorder

4.3.1 General Policy

The Authority’s starting point is to seek a reduction in crime and disorder throughout
the District, consistent with its statutory duty under section 17 of the Crime and
Disorder Act 1998.
Licences may be granted if applicants can demonstrate that a positive reduction in
crime and disorder will result, or that it will not increase, as a result of the
application being granted.



4.3.4. Carlisle and Eden Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership

Where appropriate, applicants will be expected to have regard to the information
published by the Carlisle and Eden Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership and
consider the impact of their proposals on the issues identified as being of particular
concern in the area for example:

• violent crime;
• fear of crime;
• road safety;
• anti-social behaviour.

Applicants will be expected to propose steps to reduce the risks of such crimes
increasing as a result of the licensable activities proposed.

Reason

The prevention of crime and disorder is one of the licensing objectives, which the
Authority is under a duty to promote.  The Authority recognises that some licensed
premises can attract or encourage criminal behaviour, especially disorder problems
where customers have consumed alcohol.

4.5 Prevention of Public Nuisance

4.5.1 General policy on Licensing Hours

4.5.2. The Authority recognises that fixed and artificially early closing times can lead to
peaks of disorder and disturbance on the streets when large numbers of people
leave licensed premises at the same time. Longer licensing hours, particularly
relating to the sale of alcohol, may therefore be a factor in reducing disorder at late
night food outlets, taxi ranks and other sources of transport in areas where there
have already been incidents of disorder and disturbance.

4.5.3. The Authority will not seek to introduce any form of ‘zoning’ in relation to licensing
hours.  Zoning is defined as the setting of fixed trading hours within a designated
area.  All residents living in the vicinity of licensed premises have equal rights to
make representations concerning applications for, and reviews of, premises
licences, including hours of trading and to have those representations given equal
weight regardless of where they live.

4.5.5. In general, the Authority will deal with the issue of licensing hours on the individual
merits of each application.  However, in the event of relevant representations, when
issuing a licence stricter conditions are likely to be imposed with regard to noise
control in the case of premises that are situated in predominantly residential and
other noise sensitive locations.



Reason

Experience in other areas shows that zoning can lead to additional problems
including the movement of people in search of premises opening later and can put
greater pressure on town centres than is necessary.

4.5.6. Policy - Location of premises

4.5.7. The Authority will assess the potential impact of the premises against the
characteristics of the area in which they are situated.  For example, in the event of
representation being made there would be close scrutiny of applications for a
closing time of later than 11pm in respect of premises situated in quiet residential or
other noise sensitive locations with low background noise. Greater flexibility on
closing times would be considered where for example, applicants could
demonstrate that:

• there is a high level of accessibility to public transport services;

• there is an appropriate amount of car parking, readily accessible to the
premises, and in places where vehicle movement will not cause demonstrable
adverse impact to local residents;

• the operating schedule indicates that the applicant is taking appropriate steps to
comply with the licensing objective of preventing public nuisance;

• the licensable activities would not be likely to cause adverse impact especially
on local residents, or that, if there is a potential to cause adverse impact,
appropriate measures are to be put in place to prevent or minimise that impact.

Reason

This part of the policy dealing with opening hours is based on a broad distinction
between the approach to be taken in certain predominantly commercial areas like
parts of the town centres and the rest of the District.

Any activity involving public entertainment or eating or drinking on the premises has
the potential to impact adversely on the surrounding area due to noise, smells, or
congestion on the footway.  Public nuisance may also be caused by customers
being noisy when leaving, leaving litter or taking up on-street car parking space
needed by residents. The impact of noise generated by these activities, especially
customers departing either on foot or in cars, is particularly intrusive at night when
ambient noise levels are much lower.

Parts of the District are sensitive to the impact of licensable activities because they
are either residential or close to residential areas. Many shopping areas are abutted
by residential areas, including housing above commercial premises.  The impact of
traffic and parking related to licensed premises can be considerable.  Even where a
majority of customers arrive on foot or by public transport, the additional parking



demand may be significant, especially where there are already a number of
licensed premises. The impact may be felt by local residents in preventing them
from parking close to their homes and by increasing the danger from traffic in
residential streets.

However, some commercial areas in the District, such as parts of town centres,
may be more suitable locations for licensed activities, especially for those that have
late opening hours or attract significant numbers of people.  In town centres, more
customers are likely to travel by public transport and the activities may help bring
vitality to the area after normal shopping hours.  The ambient noise levels are also
likely to be higher in the evening, particularly when compared with predominantly
residential areas so that additional noise may be less objectionable.

An entertainment use attracting large numbers of people should be very close to bus
routes or taxi ranks, for instance.  For the same reasons, the level of public transport
accessibility will be an important factor in considering any exception to the normal closing
times in any location.

4.5.8. Noise

Policy

4.5.9. In the event of representations, the Authority will not normally grant a premises
licence in terms which are, in its opinion, likely to result in increased noise
disturbance to people living or working in the vicinity.

4.5.10. In particular, the Authority will give careful consideration to an application for a
licence, for premises situated in a predominantly residential or other noise sensitive
locations where the proposed hours of operation would be likely to result in
unreasonable noise disturbance between the hours of 11pm and 7am.

4.5.11. The Authority expects the applicant to assess the likely sources of noise
disturbance that could arise due to the proposed use consider the existing noise
context of the area and propose practical steps to prevent noise disturbance or
minimise its effects.

4.5.12. Potential sources of noise include:

• sound leakage from the licensed premises (from entertainment provided,
customers on the premises, mechanical equipment etc);

• customers and staff arriving and leaving the premises (including car doors
slamming);

• excessive noise from outside entertainment.

4.5.13. Practical steps could include:

• keeping doors and windows closed whilst entertainment is provided;
• installing soundproofing measures to the premises (specialist double glazing,

acoustic hoods over extractor fan outlets etc);



• reducing sound levels inside the premises (inclusion of a sound limitation device
in the sound system);

• ensuring that queues are directed to form leading away from residential
premises;

• ensuring that sufficient door security staff manage queuing and leaving
customers to minimise noise;

• erecting prominent notices at exits requesting customers to leave quietly;
• reducing the volume of music entertainment towards the end of the evening;
• giving free lollipops to customers leaving the premises;
• ensuring that sufficient transport is nearby to enable customers leaving the

premises to disperse quickly;
• banning from the premises customers known to cause noise disturbance

regularly on leaving the premises;
• ensuring that customers are encouraged to leave the premises (including any

car park or forecourt) swiftly;
• ensuring the volume of outdoor entertainment does not cause noise disturbance;
• providing police supervision at closing times.

4.5.14. The Authority may impose conditions to ensure that appropriate steps are taken to
minimise noise disturbance.

4.5.15. Live music, dancing and theatre

4.5.16. The Authority recognises the need to encourage and promote live music, dance and
theatre for the wider cultural benefit of the economy and community, particularly for
children and young people.

4.5.17. When considering applications for such events and the imposition of conditions on
licences or certificates, the Authority will carefully balance the cultural needs with the
necessity of promoting the licensing objectives.

4.5.18. Consideration will be given to the particular characteristics of any event, including
the type, scale and duration of the proposed entertainment, especially where limited
disturbance only may be caused.

Reason

The prevention of public nuisance is a licensing objective.  Noise disturbance can
be a public nuisance.  The authority is required to promote the licensing objectives.
Granting a licence in circumstances where nuisance is likely to be caused will
undermine that objective.  The Authority recognises that noise from licensed
premises can cause great disturbance to people living and working near those
premises.  The authority recognises that noise can be a nuisance during the day
and at night in both residential and commercial areas and other noise sensitive
locations if not properly managed or controlled.



4.5.19. Tables and chairs outside premises including garden areas.

Policy

4.5.20. The Authority recognises that provision of tables and chairs outside premises, either
on the highway or on private land, may enhance those premises.  It can have the
benefit of encouraging a continental-style café culture.  However, late at night these
same tables and chairs can contribute to noise and disorder problems.  This is
because they can encourage patrons and passers by to loiter rather than disperse.
Licensees should note that in certain areas, byelaws prohibit the consumption of
alcohol in public.  Before planning to use tables and chairs outside premises
(particularly where it is intended that alcohol will be sold) applicants should ensure
that they will not contravene any byelaws or orders.  Applicants should also ensure
that other legislation, for example in relation to highways and planning will not be
contravened.

4.5.21. In the event of representations being made, the Authority will carefully consider any
application where outdoor tables and chairs are proposed to be provided.  In
particular, the Authority will assess the premises in the context of their location, the
hours during which the premises are to be open, the proposed licensable activities
and proposals for control of the tables and chairs outside the hours of operation.

Reason

This policy is designed to strike a fair balance between the needs of those wishing
to enjoy refreshment in the open air and the need to prevent safety and nuisance
problems.

D. NATIONAL GUIDANCE (Section 182 Licensing Act 2003)
Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 states that the Secretary of State must issue
guidance to local authorities on the discharge of their functions under this Act.
Amended guidance was laid before Parliament on 28 June 2007 and came into
force on that date.
Members should have regard to all relevant information and it is considered that the
following extracts from the Guidance, (though not exclusively) have a bearing upon
the application:
National guidance regarding Public Nuisance:
2.32 The 2003 Act requires licensing authorities (following receipt of

representations) and responsible authorities, through representations, to
make judgements about what constitutes public nuisance and what is
necessary to prevent it in terms of conditions attached to specific premises
licences and club premises certificates.  It is therefore important that in
considering the promotion of this licensing objective, licensing authorities and
responsible authorities focus on impacts of the licensable activities at the
specific premises on the persons living and working (including doing
business) in the vicinity that are disproportionate and unreasonable.  The
issues will mainly concern noise nuisance, light pollution, noxious smells and
litter.



2.33 Public nuisance is given a statutory meaning in many pieces of legislation.  It
is however not narrowly defined in the 2003 Act and retains its broad
common law meaning.  It is important to remember that the prevention of
public nuisance could therefore include low level nuisance perhaps affecting
a few people living locally as well as major disturbances affecting the whole
community.  It may also include in appropriate circumstances the reduction of
the living and working amenity and environment of interested parties (as
defined in the 2003 Act) in the vicinity of the licensed premises.

2.34 Conditions relating to noise nuisance will normally concern steps necessary
to control the levels of noise emanating from premises.  This might be
achieved by a simple measure such as ensuring that doors and windows are
kept closed after a particular time in the evening to more sophisticated
measures like the installation of acoustic curtains or rubber speaker mounts.
Any conditions necessary to promote the prevention of public nuisance
should be tailored to the style and characteristics of the specified premises.
Licensing authorities should be aware of the need to avoid unnecessary or
disproportionate measures that could deter events that are valuable to the
community, such as live music.  Noise limiters, for example, are very
expensive to purchase and install and are likely to be a considerable burden
for smaller venues.

2.35 As with all conditions, it will be clear that conditions relating to noise nuisance
may not be necessary in certain circumstances where the provisions of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990, the Noise Act 1996, or the Clean
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 adequately protect those living
in the vicinity of the premises.  But as stated earlier in this Guidance, the
approach of licensing authorities should be one of prevention and when their
powers are engaged, licensing authorities should be aware of the fact that
other legislation may not adequately cover concerns raised in relevant
representations and additional conditions may be necessary.

2.36 Where applications have given rise to representations, any necessary and
appropriate conditions should normally focus on the most sensitive periods.
For example, music noise from premises usually occurs from mid-evening
until either late evening or early morning when residents in adjacent
properties may be attempting to go to sleep or are sleeping.  In certain
circumstances, conditions relating to noise in the immediate vicinity of the
premises may also prove necessary to address any disturbance anticipated
as customers enter and leave.

2.38 In the context of preventing public nuisance, it is again essential that
conditions are focused on measures within the direct control of the licence
holder or club.  Conditions relating to public nuisance caused by the anti-
social behaviour of customers once they are beyond the control of the licence
holder, club or premises management cannot be justified and will not serve to
promote the licensing objectives.

2.39 Beyond the vicinity of the premises, these are matters for personal
responsibility of individuals under the law.  An individual who engages in anti-
social behaviour is accountable in their own right.  However, it would be
perfectly reasonable for a licensing authority to impose a condition, following
relevant representations, that requires the licence holder or club to place



signs at the exits from the building encouraging patrons to be quiet until they
leave the area and to respect the rights of people living nearby to a peaceful
night.

National guidance regarding imposing conditions:
10.11 The licensing authority may not impose any conditions unless its discretion

has been engaged following receipt of relevant representations and it has
been satisfied at a hearing of the necessity to impose conditions.  It may then
only impose conditions that are necessary to promote one or more of the four
licensing objectives.  Such conditions must also be expressed in unequivocal
and unambiguous terms to avoid legal dispute.

National guidance regarding control of areas outside the premises:

13.16 Statements of policies should make clear that:
• licensing is about regulating licensable activities on licensed premises, by

qualifying clubs and at temporary events within the terms of the 2003 Act,
and

• the conditions attached to various authorisations will be focused on matters
which are within the control of individual licensees and others with relevant
authorisations, i.e. the premises and its vicinity.

13.17 Whether or not incidents can be regarded as being “in the vicinity” of licensed
premises is a question of fact and will depend on the particular
circumstances of the case. In cases of dispute, the question will ultimately be
decided by the courts. But statements of licensing policy should make it clear
that in addressing this matter, the licensing authority will primarily focus on
the direct impact of the activities taking place at the licensed premises on
members of public living, working or engaged in normal activity in the area
concerned.

13.18 A statement of policy should also make clear that licensing law is not the
primary mechanism for the general control of nuisance and anti-social
behaviour by individuals once they are away from the licensed premises and,
therefore, beyond the direct control of the individual, club or business holding
the licence, certificate or authorisation concerned. Nonetheless, it is a key
aspect of such control and licensing law will always be part of a holistic
approach to the management of the evening and night-time economy in town
and city centres.

National guidance regarding licensing hours is as follows:

13.40 With regard to licensing hours, the statement of policy should generally
emphasise the consideration, which will be given to the individual merits of
an application.  The Government recommends that statements of policy
should recognise that, in some circumstances, flexible licensing hours for the
sale of alcohol can help to ensure that the concentrations of customers
leaving premises simultaneously are avoided.  This can help to reduce the
friction at late night fast food outlets, taxi ranks and other sources of transport
which lead to disorder and disturbance.



13.41 The Government also wants to ensure that licensing hours should not inhibit
the development of thriving and safe evening and night-time local economies
which are important for investment and employment locally and attractive to
domestic and international tourists. Providing consumers with greater choice
and flexibility is an important consideration, but should always be balanced
carefully against the duty to promote the four licensing objectives and the
rights of local residents to peace and quiet.

E. OBSERVATIONS

Pursuant to the Licensing Act 2003, the Committee is obliged to determine this
application with a view to promoting the licensing objectives, which are:

- the prevention of crime and disorder;
- public safety;
- the prevention of public nuisance;
- the protection of children from harm.

In making its decision, the Committee is also obliged to have regard to Guidance
issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and the Council’s Statement of
Licensing Policy.

The Committee must also have regard to the representations made and the
evidence given before them.

F. OPTIONS

The Committee may take such of the following steps as it considers necessary for
the promotion of the licensing objectives:

As a guide members may:

1. Grant the application as requested.
2. Modify the conditions of the licence, by altering or omitting or adding to them.
3. Reject the whole or part of the application.

When considering their decision, members should refer to paragraph 4.8.4 of the
Council’s statement of Licensing Policy with regard to the options they should
consider.

The Committee is reminded that it may not modify the conditions or reject the whole
or part of the application merely because it considers it desirable to do so. It must
actually be necessary in order to promote the licensing objectives.

In order to assist members and applicants and to achieve consistency, sample
conditions for premise licences and club premises certificates have been prepared
which may be utilised (Guidance GD6).

Prepared by F Watson, Licensing Officer








































































































































