CITY COUNCIL

TUESDAY 19 JULY 2005 AT 6.45 PM

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Fisher), Councillors Aldersey, Allison, Atkinson, Bloxham, Boaden, Mrs Bowman, Bowman (S), Mrs Bradley, Collier, Mrs Crookdake, Dodd, Earp, Mrs Farmer, Farmer (P), Firth, Mrs Geddes, Mrs Glendinning, Glover, Guest, Hendry, Hodgson, Im Thurn, Jefferson, Joscelyne, Knapton, Mrs Mallinson, Ms Martlew, McDevitt, Mitchelson, Morton, Mrs Parsons, Mrs Prest, Ms Quilter, Mrs Rutherford, Rutherford (K), Scarborough, Mrs Southward, Stevenson, Stockdale, Stothard, Mrs Styth, Toole, Tootle, Warwick, Ms Watson, Watson (R), Weber, Weedall and Wilson

C.93/05
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted by Councillor Graham and Councillor Ms Patrick.

C.94/05
MINUTES

The Minutes of the meetings of the City Council held on 3 and 23 May and 30 June 2005 were signed by the Mayor as a true record of the meetings.

C.95/05
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Aldersey declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the item of business relating to the motion on the West Coast mainline.  He indicated that his interest was as a former employee of Alstom Transport.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the Notice of Motion relating to the Cumbria Ambulance Service.  She stated that her interest was as a Non Executive Board Member of the North Cumbria Health Authority Trust.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the questions submitted by members of the public, and the questions from a Member of the City Council which related to the Carlisle Housing Association.  She stated that her interest was as a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Hendry declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the question submitted by members of the public, and the question submitted by Members of the City Council which related to the Carlisle Housing Association.  He stated that his interest was as a Board Member of the Carlisle Housing Association.

Councillor Hodgson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in any items on the Agenda which related to the Cumbria County Council.  He stated that his interest was as a member of the Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Mitchelson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in connection with Minute EX.106/05 Cumbria Vision proposal to integrate delivery arrangements.  He stated that his interest was as a Local Authority Member of Cumbria Vision.

Councillor Ms Quilter declared a personal interest which was also prejudicial in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of the questions raised by members of the public.  She stated that her interest was in respect of her employment.

Councillor Mrs Crookdake declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of Minute IOS.38/05 Draft Cycle Network Carlisle.  She stated that her interest related to her role as a Trustee.

Councillor Mrs Crookdake also declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct in Minute IOS.39/05 Carlisle District Local Plan Redeposit Version and Minute IOS.47/05 Draft Performance Plan 2005/06, she stated that her interest related to her having been affected by the January floods.

C.96/05
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(a)
The Mayor

The Mayor reported that she had written to Lord Coe to congratulate him on his achievement in successfully leading the bid for London to host the 2012 Olympics.

The Mayor reported that she had written to the Lord Mayor of London expressing her horror and sympathy for the people of London as a result of the London bombings on Thursday 7 July 2005.

The Mayor reported that she had written to Keith Sutton, the Editor of the Cumberland News, congratulating him on the success of the Cumberland News team in winning four National Titles and two newspaper awards.

The Mayor reported the death of Mrs Glaister who was Mayoress of the City in 1964/65 and the Council stood for a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to her memory.

(b)
Leader of the City Council

There were no announcements from the Leader of the City Council.

(c)
Members of the Executive

The Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Regeneration reported on two MOD initiatives which affected MOD Longtown and Eastriggs.  These related to proposed efficiencies in the storage and distribution of ordnance and further efficiencies in storage and supplies.  She informed Members that Officers from the City and County Councils had met Union Officials at the Longtown site and had agreed that both Councils should write to the Minister for Armed Forces to seek assurances on the future of the Longtown site and particularly to take into account the economic performance of Cumbria and the effects of the January floods.  She added that Dumfries and Galloway Regional Council had also agreed to be signatories to the letter.  She added that she would keep the Council updated on progress with the matter.

(d)
Town Clerk and Chief Executive

There were no announcements from the Town Clerk and Chief Executive.

C.97/05
QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND 



PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question from a member of the public.

In accordance with Procedure Rule 10.7 the Mayor asked the following question to Councillor Bloxham as the Portfolio Holder for Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport:

(a) Housing Stock Transfer

“As a long standing Council tenant I was asked to vote on the transfer of Council housing stock to Carlisle Housing Association for the sum of £13 million.  Yet I am now informed that the true value of the housing stock was in the region of £87 million.  In return for this massive gift CHA would spend over 5 years the sum of £52 million on improving the housing stock.  In the last 3 years, by their own figures, they have spent only £13 million with the provision to spend just £10 million next year on the proviso that they can complete on their Agreement with Lovells the builders to evict people, mainly pensioners, from their homes on Morton Park, demolish their homes, rebuild new houses and sell them for massive profits and so reduce their borrowing for next year even further.  Why is the City Council not enforcing the Agreeement made with CHA to spend the £52 million on improving the housing stock instead of destroying it, along with protecting a pensioners community that only enhances the Morton Park Estate and Carlisle City as a whole?”

Councillor Bloxham advised the Council of the way in which the value of the Council’s former housing stock had been calculated and the different elements which had been taken into account in respect of the condition of the properties and the improvement works which needed to be carried out as part of the total figure.  He advised the Council of the value of each property in its unimproved state and the enhancements work which had been agreed.  He added that the offer document also stipulated that a further survey of homes would need to be carried out and he estimated that £46 million would be spent in the first 5 years following transfer and not £52 million as originally agreed because of the reduction in the Housing Stock following tenants excersing their right to buy.

(b) Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.1 the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported the receipt of the following question and in accordance with Procedure Rule 10.7 the Mayor asked Councillor Bloxham the Portfolio Holder for Environment, Housing, Infrastructure and Transport the following question:

Housing Stock Transfer:

“The City Council sold £87 million worth of Council housing stock for just £13 million to Carlisle Housing Association under the Agreement that they would spend £52 million over 5 years to improve the same stock.  Where in the Agreement does it allow, and why is the City Council apparently in agreement with CHA to demolish perfectly good “social housing” by evicting pensioners, sell to a single property developer to rebuild new houses for sale at massive profits, without putting the project out to tender, refuse to consult with affected tenants and also not replace the social housing destroyed with the same number of new improved social housing to be able to meet the needs of CHA's waiting list of some 8,000 people?”

Councillor Bloxham referred Members to his answer to the previous question and added that the Carlisle Housing Association’s stock investment was not dependant on Lovells participation in the development at Morton Park.  The publication which CHA had issued had indicated that 150 low demand houses would be demolished within the first 5 years with those individuals being rehoused.  There were properties in the Morton Park area which were difficult to let and had been difficult to let for a number of years and the route CHA were adopting at Morton Park was the same as the Council had taken elsewhere in the City in that CHA would receive properties back into stock in relation to the land value.  He added that the waiting list that CHA currently had was 2,900 with 1,000 applicants actively seeking housing.  He further added that a certain amount of consultation had taken place which indicated that a majority of residents were in favour of CHA’s proposals, however, further information which had been received had raised concerns with regard to the robustness of the consultation exercise. In that respect.  Councillor Bloxham together with the Town Clerk and Chief Executive would request a meeting with Carlisle Housing Association and the Councillors from the Morton Ward to discuss further the issues at Morton Park and would report back to Council on the outcome of the meeting.

C.98/05
PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS AND DEPUTATIONS

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 10.11, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that no petitions or deputation’s had been received from members of the public.

C.99/05
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, the Town Clerk and Chief Executive reported that the following questions had been submitted on notice by members of the council:

(i) Councillor Aldersey 

“Would the Portfolio holder agree to investigate the future of the CHA Willowholme Garden Flats with Carlisle Housing Association and why CHA have not appeared to have begun flood damaged property correction in their Willowholme Gardens properties or considered the effects and state of the same properties are having on tenants still living there?” 

The Portfolio holder for Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport informed Council that once the tenants have been decanted from the CHA Willowholme Garden Flats the flooded properties had been stripped and dried out.  CHA were still in discussion with the loss adjusters regarding structural remedies which might be required and those discussion were taking some time.  CHA were also discussing the risk of further flooding cover and looking at options to mitigate any future problems whilst the current work was taking place.  

In response to a further question from Councillor Aldersey the Portfolio Holder responded that one of the reasons that CHA were in negotiations with the loss adjusters was with regard to the structural damage to the properties but agreed that he would take the question of tenants still living above flood damaged properties up with the CHA particularly in respect of the tenants living upstairs in Number 15 it was alleged where there was mould on the wall and a crack in the wall.

(ii) Councillor Mrs Farmer 

“Would the Portfolio holder agree to place on to his next Executive Meeting Agenda the subject of Carlisle City Council nominee Board Members (4) who are on Carlisle Housing Association Board, with a view to their making full reports to the City Council about the Carlisle Housing Association Board meeting and the voting patterns of that Board?”  

The Portfolio holder for Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport informed Council that he would ask the Executive to look at the question of board representation at its next meeting.  He added however that the City Council’s representatives on the Carlisle Housing Association board were there to represent Carlisle Housing Association and that the Housing Association would be their prime objective although they would bring their local concerns to any meetings which they attended.  He further added that Carlisle Housing Association was a not for profit charitable organisation and was committed to openness but there were times when the information circulated and the business which was transacted would be confidential. However, subject to the issues of confidentiality, where specific information was requested by Councillors that information would be provided by the Carlisle Housing Association.

(iii) Councillor Mrs Farmer 

“As the Portfolio holder is most likely to be aware, many Carlisle citizens who were affected by the January floods and who were insured, have been in their temporary accommodation since January.  And a number of insurance companies have faced high rent levels on their customer’s behalf.  Now that the usual six month private lettings period is coming to an end the same insurance companies will not wish to give a further six months finance for leasing as, it is hoped their customers will be back in their homes in three months.  

This being fact, can the Portfolio holder negotiate with Carlisle Housing Association to bring back into their housing pool the living accommodation stock it has designated as non-allocation areas such as Seatoller Close, Hallin Crescent, Barras Close and other sections of our City to counter the possible emergencies which may arise?”

The Portfolio holder for Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport commented that the actions of the insurance companies and what actions they could or would not take was a matter for them and their customers, the City Council and Carlisle Housing Association had been involved through the Housing strategy in providing support and accommodation where there was demand.  He added however that there were some parts of the City where people did not want to live, at the present time the level of demand was being catered for and there were sufficient vacancies without bringing back into use the non allocation areas.  The City Council would carry on working with CHA to bring back into use property for people affected by and made homeless by the floods.

C.100/05
EXECUTIVE

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 11.2, Council Mitchelson moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and adoption of the Minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 25 May, 13 and 20 June and 4 July 2005.

Members questioned the Leader and Portfolio Holders on details of the above Minutes.

RESOLVED – (1)
That the minutes of the meetings of the Executive held on 25 May, 13 and 20 June and 4 July 2005 be received.

(2) The comments regarding members difficulty in accessing IT services be received and it be noted that the Executive Director and the Head of Customer and Information Services were actively pursuing a resolution to the problem.  It was anticipated that as the broadband pilot scheme was rolled out that all members would be on broadband by the end of 2006.

(3) Members comments regarding the nuisance caused by bird droppings in the City Centre be noted and the Portfolio Holder for Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport together with the Head of Commercial and Technical Services investigate ways of resolving the problem as soon as possible.

(4) (a)
That the comments with regard to the appearance of graffiti on the walls of businesses and private premises be noted and that members inform the area teams of any instances where such graffiti appears so that the problem can be dealt with as soon as possible.  It was further noted that the new legislation on a clean neighbourhood and environment act would provide Council’s with powers to recommend offenders to the police for prosecution.

(b)
That Members inform the Portfolio Holder for Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport and the Head of Commercial and Technical Services of any instances where graffiti appeared which was not being dealt with quickly.

C.101/05
PORTFOLIO HOLDER REPORTS

Copies of reports from the following Portfolio Holders had been circulated prior to the meeting:

(i) Health and Community Activities;

(ii) Corporate Resources;

(iii) Policy Performance Management;

(iv) Finance and Resources;

(v) Promoting Carlisle;

(vi) Economic Development and Regeneration;

(vii) Environment Housing Infrastructure and Transport;

Members questioned individual Portfolio Holders on their reports, and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)
That the reports of the Portfolio Holders be received.

(2) The Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Activities provide Councillor Boaden with a written reply to his question regarding progress on the preparation of the Council’s play area strategy.

(3) The Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Regeneration provide a written response to Councillor Stockdale with regards to the residential and non residential conference venues which were listed on the Carlisle Conference Group site which were compliant with disability discrimination act and also the facilities which those venues provided and provide a full list for information and arrange for the website to be regularly updated with such information.

(4) That the congratulations of the City Council be extended to Les Tickner and Gordon Nicholson and all staff in Commercial and Technical Services who had recently been awarded the Business Environmental Network Gold Award.

(5) That Members comments with regard to grass cutting and weed spraying in the City be noted and Members contact their area teams to highlight any problem areas and if possible identify the time when the request was being submitted and whether action was needed by the City or the County Council.

C.102/05
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY MINUTES AND CHAIRMAN’S REPORTS

(a)
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee

Councillor Mrs Prest moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 28 April, 22 June 2005 together with the combined meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees held on 29 June 2005 be received and adopted.

Councillor Mrs Prest also presented her Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee held on 28 April and 22 June 2005 and the combined meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees held on 29 June 2005 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(b)
Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Boaden moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 23 May, 9, 28 

and 29 June 2005 be received and adopted.

Councillor Boaden also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Community held on 23 May, 9, 28 and 29 June 2005 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Mrs Mallinson, Councillor Collier and Councillor Hodgson declared a personal interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct in respect of references to the sale of Talkin Tarn in the above item of business.  They indicated that their interests were in respect of their being members of the Cumbria County Council.

(c)
Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Guest moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on         23 May, 7, 16, 23 and 29 June 2005 be received and adopted.  

Councillor Guest also presented his Chairman’s Report.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 23 May, 7, 16, 23 and 29 June 2005 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(d)
Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee
Councillor Mrs Mallinson moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on      23 May, 8, 23 and 29 June 2005 be received and adopted.  Councillor        Mrs Mallinson also presented her Chairman’s Report.

Councillor Mrs Mallinson responded to Member’s questions with regard to her report.

RESOLVED – (1) That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Infrastructure held on 23 May, 8, 23 and 29 June 2005 together with the Chairman’s Report be received and adopted.

(2)  That as the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Workshop regarding the Three River Strategy clashed with the date of the scheduled meeting of the Regulatory Panel on the 10 August the Chairman of the Infrastructure Overview and Scrutiny Committee would in consultation with Officers, make the necessary arrangements to reschedule that workshop.

C.103/05
LICENSING COMMITTEE

Councillor Morton moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 23 May and 1 June 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 23 May and 1 June 2005 be received and adopted.

C.104/05
REGULATORY PANEL

Councillor Morton moved and Councillor Parsons seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 20 April and that 1 June 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Regulatory Panel held on 20 April and 1 June 2005 be received and adopted.

C.105/05
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE
Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 27 and 29 April and 1 and 3 June 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Development Control Committee held on 27 and 29 April and 1 and 3 June 2005 be received and adopted.

C.106/05
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Councillor Dodd moved and Councillor Stevenson seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Standards Committee held on 13 June 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Standards Committee held on 13 June 2005 be received and adopted.

C.107/05
APPEALS PANEL

Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Watson (R) seconded that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 26 April 2005 be received and adopted.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Appeals Panel held on 26 April 2005 be received and adopted.

C.108/05
NOTION OF MOTION 

(a)
West Coast Main-line

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Tootle :

“That Carlisle City Council notes with concern the proposed cuts in the staffing levels of the West Coast Main-line Emergency Repair and Maintenance Teams on West Coast Train Care, (ALSTOM Transport).

Carlisle City Council is concerned that the proposed staffing cuts may also have a detrimental affect on the emergency repair and maintenance required by other Locomotive and Train Services operating in our region.

Carlisle City Council in seeking a review of these proposals, also calls for the support and assistance of Cumbria County Council, Transport 250 and Carlisle’s M.P, in discussing with West Coast Train Care (ALSTOM Transport) the requirement for an improving system of emergency attention for failed or defective trains halted on the West Coast railway network.

Carlisle City Council notes that the City Council’s Liberal Democrat Group have contacted the Liberal Democrat Shadow Minister for Transport, Tom Brake, concerning these issues.

Carlisle City Council therefore calls upon West Coast Train Care, (ALSTOM Transport) to reappraise and review the planned cuts and halted workloads”.

Councillor Mrs Bradley gave notice of an amendment.

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 14.7 Councillor Tootle sought the consent of the meeting to alter his motion by deleting the words in the third paragraph “and Carlisle’s” after the words Transport 250 and inserting the words after M.P., “M.P’s serving Carlisle District” and by deleting all the words in the fourth paragraph.

Councillor Hodgson seconded the motion as amended.

The Council gave its consent to the alteration of the motion and Councillor Mrs Bradley then withdrew her notice of amendment.

RESOLVED – That the motion of Councillor Tootle as set out below was AGREED.

“That Carlisle City Council notes with concern the proposed cuts in the staffing levels of the West Coast Mainline Emergency Repair and Maintenance Teams on West Coast Train Care, (ALSTOM Transport).

Carlisle City Council is concerned that the proposed staffing cuts may also have a detrimental affect on the emergency repair and maintenance required by other locomotive and train services operating in our region.

Carlisle City Council in seeking a review of these proposals, also calls for the support and assistance of Cumbria County Council, Transport 250 M.P’s serving Carlisle District, in discussing with West Coast Train Care (ALSTOM Transport) the requirement for an improving system of emergency attention for failed or defective trains halted on the West Coast railway network.

Carlisle City Council therefore calls upon West Coast Train Care, (ALSTOM Transport) to reappraise and review the planned cuts and halted workloads”.

(b)
Cumbrian Ambulance Service
Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Mrs Parsons :

“This Council views with concern the recent reports that the Cumbria Ambulance Service may merge with Lancashire as part of a major review.  

This Council believes that this is a retrograde step and that any suggestion of reducing the service for Cumbria could be detrimental to the area and the people it serves.

We would ask the Joint Health and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee to investigate this as a matter of urgency.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Mrs Farmer.

Following voting thereon the motion of Councillor Mrs Parsons as set out above was AGREED.

(c)
Territorial Army in Cumbria

Pursuant to Procedure Rule 12 the Head of Legal and Democratic Services reported the receipt of the following Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Mitchelson :


“This Council agrees :

(i)
That the City Council is concerned at the proposals for major reductions in the size of the Territorial Army in Cumbria.

(ii)
To write to the Secretary of State for Defence for an assurance that there should be no closure of the Territorial Army Centre in Carlisle.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Weedall.

Following discussion and voting thereon the motion of Councillor Mitchelson as set out above was AGREED.

C.109/05
PROPOSALS FROM THE EXECUTIVE IN RELATION



TO THE COUNCIL’S BUDGET AND POLICY FRAMEWORK

(i)
EX.103/05 Replacement of IT Server at Brampton Business Centre


and Telecentre
Pursuant to Minute EX.103/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Council approve the release of £11,642 from the Renewals Reserve to fund the replacement of the IT Server at Brampton Business Centre and Telecentre.

Councillor Mrs Bowman moved, Councillor Firth seconded, and it was :

RESOLVED – That the City Council agrees to release the sum of £11,642 from the Renewals Reserve to fund the replacement of the IT Server at Brampton Business Centre and Telecentre.

(ii)
EX.111/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.59/05 Medium Term 


Financial Plan2006/07 – 2008/09

Pursuant to Minute EX.111/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.59/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Medium-Term Financial Plan 2006/07 – 2008/09 with any necessary minor amendments be approved.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was RESOLVED:

That the Medium-Term Financial Plan 2006/07 – 2008/09 as set out in report FS.4/05 (amended) be approved.

(iii)
EX.112/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.60/05 Corporate Charging 


Policy 2006/07 – 2008/09

Pursuant to Minute EX.112/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.60/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive regarding the Corporate Charging Policy 2006/07 – 2008/09.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Corporate Charging Policy 2006/07 – 2008/09 as set out in report FS.5/05 (amended) be approved.

(iv)
EX.109/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.57/05 Capital Strategy 


2006/07 to 2008/09

Pursuant to Minute EX.109/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.57/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive, that the Capital Strategy for 2006/07 – 2008/09 be approved.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – That the Capital Strategy 2006/07 – 2008/09 as set out in report FS.3/05 (amended) be approved.

(v)
EX.110/05. EX137/05 and CROS.58/08 


Asset Management Plan 2006/07 – 2008/09

Pursuant to Minute EX.110/05. EX.137/05 and CROS.58/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Asset Management Plan 2006/07 to 2008/09 be approved.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was:

RESOLVED – (1)  That the Asset Management Plan 2006/07 – 2008/09 as set out in report PS.12/05 be approved.

(2)  That the Portfolio Holder for Finance and Resources instruct the Head of Commercial and Technical Services to look further into the ownership of land at Holme Head Bay and pursue any necessary arrangements to enable the maintenance of the land at Holme Head Bay.to be undertaken.

(3)  The Portfolio Holder for Finance and Resources look further into the number of jobs which had been created at Kingmoor Park and supply Members with a written reply of the number of new jobs which had been created at the business park.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Knapton and Councillor Mrs Mallinson declared a personal interest in accordance with the Council's Code of Conduct during discussion on the above item of business.

Councillor Knapton indicated that his interest was as a member on the Board of Kingmoor Park, and Councillor Mrs Mallinson indicated that her interest was in respect of her husband's membership on the Board of Kingmoor Park.

(vi)
Out-turn Reports
(a)
Revenue Out-turn 2004/05

Pursuant to Minute EX.113/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.61/05 (b) consideration was given to the Revenue Out-turn for 2004/05.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that:

(1)
That the underspend for 2004/05 of £469,950 which includes Committee expenditure to be met in 2005/06 totalling £1,404,473 be noted.

(2)
That Council approve the following new items of expenditure totalling £131,330 and detailed in Appendix 1 of report FS.15/05:

Parks and Countryside 
£

-
replacement of trees
29,000

Economic and Community Department


-
grants for leisure
  2,000

Environmental Protection Services


-
food safety
  1,900

Executive Management 


-
organisational review
32,400

Member Support & Employee Services 


-
extension of temporary contract
  5,900

Revenues and Benefits
-
revenues contingency
42,880


customer contact centre
17,250

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was resolved that:

(1)  It be noted that the underspend for 2004/05 as set out in the Summons and the Executive Minutes had been amended as a result of a change to the Council's Minimum Revenue Provision;

(2) That the underspend for 2004/05 of £469,950 included committee's expenditure to be met in 2005/06 totalling £1,404,473 be noted.

(3)  That the new items of expenditure totalling £131,330 as detailed in Appendix 1 of report FS.15/05 and set out above be approved.

(b)
Capital Out-turn 2004/05 and Revised Capital Programme

Pursuant to Minute EX.114/05, EX.137/05 and CROS.61/05 (c) consideration was given to the Capital Out-turn for 2004/05 and revised capital programme 2005/06.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was RESOLVED that the Capital Out-turn for 2004/05 and revised capital programme for 2005/06 as set out in report FS.16/05 be approved.

(vii)
Statement of Accounts 2004/05
Pursuant to Minute EX.126/05 consideration was given to the completed 2004/05 Statement of Accounts.

Councillor Firth reported that the signature of the Town Clerk and Chief Executive and the Chairman of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee had been added to page 49 of the report.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was RESOLVED that the Statement of Accounts for 2004/05 be approved.

(viii)
EX.121/05 Storm and Flood Damage, Condition of Assets and their Recovery

Pursuant to Minute EX.121/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that a Supplementary Estimate of £235,000 be made in respect of the re-instatement of the ground floor of the Civic Centre.

Councillor Firth moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the Supplementary Estimate be approved.

Councillor Weber moved that report PS.13/05, CTS.25/05 be referred to the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee for the Overview and Scrutiny Committee to consider the need for additional expenditure in respect of the reinstatement of the ground floor of the Civic Centre.

Councillor Mitchelson, moved that in order to avoid any undue delays, the Council be asked to approve a Supplementary Estimate of £235,000 in respect of the reinstatement of the ground floor of the Civic Centre but it should be subject to detailed reports on the scheme and the works being submitted to both the Executive and the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee with both forums having an opportunity to consider and approve the scheme prior to any work being commenced.

RESOLVED – (1) That a Supplementary Estimate of £235,000 be made in respect of the reinstatement works to the ground floor of the Civic Centre.

(2) That a report be submitted to meetings of the Corporate Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee and the Executive regarding the reinstatement works to the ground floor of the Civic Centre to enable both forums to have the opportunity to consider and approve the scheme.  It being noted that no work should commence on this scheme until both meetings are content with the proposals.

(ix)
EX.123/05, CROS.50/05 Risk Management Policy
Pursuant to Minute EX.123/05 and CROS.50/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the Risk Management Policy be adopted by the Council.

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was RESOLVED that the Risk Management Policy as set out the report circulated to the meeting be approved.

(x)
EX.125/05, CROS.77/05 Local Air Quality Management
Pursuant to Minute EX.125/05 and CROS.77/05 consideration was given to a recommendation from the Executive that the progress report on Local Air Quality Management be approved for submission to the Secretary of State as required under the National Air Quality Strategy.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was RESOLVED that the progress report on Local Air Quality Management (EPS.21(a)/05) be approved for submission to the Secretary of State as required under the National Air Quality Strategy.

(xi)
Carlisle and District Local Plan
Pursuant to Minute C.80/05 consideration was given to the Carlisle and District Local Plan and the Executive's response to the proposed amendment to the Local Plan moved at Council on 30 June 2005.

Councillor Bloxham moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded that the word "temporary" be deleted from page 137, proposal LC.16.3 of the original redeposit version of the plan so that it now reads:


"Page 137, Proposal LC.16/3 Land Rear of Ellesmere Way 


Allocation of land for Public Open Space until development of land to the south west of Morton at which the time the designation of land will be reviewed when additional open space in the vicinity has been provided".

Following voting thereon the recommendation from the Executive as set out above was AGREED.

(xii)
Performance Plan
Pursuant to Minute C.79/05 consideration was given to the City Council's Annual Performance Plan which was referred back to the meeting of the Council from the Council meeting on 30 June 2005.

Councillor Jefferson moved and Councillor Mitchelson seconded and it was AGREED that the City Council's Annual Performance Plan as circulated with report SP.14/05 be approved in order to comply with the Council's statutory obligations under the Local Government Act 1999.

(xiii)
Eden and Carlisle Local Strategic Partnership

Pursuant to Minute EX.142/05 consideration was given to the recommendations of the Executive regarding proposals for future joint working arrangements between the Eden and Carlisle Council's.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and Councillor Mrs Bradley seconded that the current Carlisle/Eden Local Strategic Partnership be developed into two separate Local Strategic Partnerships, one for each district.

The Council note that a community conference should be organised on an annual basis to bring both Local Strategic Partnerships together and that any joint work currently undertaken by the Local Strategic Partnership be taken up by the Eden and Carlisle Joint Committee.

It was RESOLVED:

(1)  That the current Carlisle/Eden Local Strategic Partnerships be developed into two separate Strategic Partnerships, one for each district.

(2)  That it be noted -

a) 
that a community conference should be organised on an annual basis to bring both Local Strategic Partnerships together.

b)
that any joint working currently undertaken by the Local Strategic Partnerships be taken up by the Eden and Carlisle Joint Committee.

C.110/05
Evening and Night Time Economy Review
Pursuant to Minute COS.79/05, IOS.59/05 and EX.132/05 Councillor Mrs Parsons moved and Councillor Bloxham seconded the receipt and approval of the final report of the Evening and Night Time Economy Task Group.

After some discussion it was:

RESOLVED – That the final report of the Evening and Night Time Economy Task Group as circulated to the meeting be approved.

C.111/05
Improvements to Planning Service in Relationship to Best Value Indicators, including Delegation

Pursuant to Minute DC.66/05 consideration was given to a report of the Head of Planning Services (P.26/05) regarding proposed amendments to the powers delegated to the Head of Planning Services.

Councillor Collier moved and it was seconded that the amendments to the powers delegated to the Head of Planning Services as described in paragraph 1.4 and detailed in paragraph 2.1 of report P.26/05 be adopted by the Council and the Council's Constitution be amended accordingly.

Members in considering the report commented on the operation of the Members' Rights to Speak Scheme and it was:

RESOLVED – (1) That the amendments to the powers delegated to the Head of Planning Services as described in paragraph 1.4 and detailed in paragraph 2.1 of report P.26/05 be adopted by the Council and the Council's Constitution be amended accordingly.

(2) That the Head of Planning Services report further to the Development Control Committee and subsequently the City Council on the operation of the Members' Rights to Speak Scheme to address the various points raised by Members regarding the time limits for Members submitting a request for rights to speak, and the circulation of the lists of planning applications.

C.112/05
Representatives on Outside Bodies
Consideration was given to a report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services regarding the nominations of Members to serve on various outside bodies.

Councillor Mitchelson moved and it was seconded that the following Members be nominated to serve as the Council's representative on the following bodies:

Brackenhill Trust – Board of Trustees
-
Councillor Bloxham

Cumbrian Superannuation Fund Forum
-
Councillor Firth  

Reserve Forces and Cadet Association 

for the North West of England


-
Councillor Mrs Parsons

That the consideration of the nomination to serve on the St Martin's College Governing Body be deferred for consideration at a future meeting.

Councillor Mrs Bradley submitted an amendment that Councillor Weedall be nominated as the City Council's representative to serve on the Cumbria Superannuation Fund Forum and that Councillor Weedall be the City Council's nomination to serve on the Reserve Forces and Cadet Association for the North West of England.  Following voting thereon it was:

RESOLVED – (1) That Councillor Bloxham be nominated as the City Council's representative to serve on the Brackenhill Trust Board of Trustees, but the Head of Legal and Democratic Services ask the Trust to confirm that a City Council representative is still required on the Board.

(2) That Councillor Firth be nominated as City Council representative to serve on the Cumbria Superannuation Fund Forum.

(3) That Councillor Mrs Parsons be nominated as the City Council representative to serve on the Reserve Forces and Cadet Association for the North West of England.

(4) That consideration of the City Council representative to serve on the Governing Body of St Martin's College be deferred for consideration at a future meeting.

(5) That the position with regard to representation on the Cumbria Valuation Tribunal be noted.

C.113/05
COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communication or business brought forward by the Mayor as a matter or urgency.

(The meeting ended at 9.15 pm)
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