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REPORT TO EXECUTIVE

PORTFOLIO AREA: HEALTH & COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Date of Meeting: 23rd January 2005

Public

Key Decision: Yes Recorded in Forward Plan: No

Inside Policy Framework

Title: GRANT FOR LEISURE - BELAH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Report of: DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
Report reference: ECD.26/05

Summary:

To consider a request for a grant towards refurbishment works in Belah Community Centre

Recommendations:

Members are recommended to approve a grant of £3,500 as requested, to be taken from
the Grants for Leisure budget.

Contact Officer: Rob Burns Ext:  7352
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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1  The Portfolio Holder for Community Activities has received a request from the Belah
Community Centre Management Committee for a grant. (Appendix 'A')

1.2  The grant is requested to help cover the cost of refurbishing the main hall in the
Centre, in particular, replacing the suspended ceiling. (Appendix 'B')

1.3  The Portfolio Holder is minded to approve a grant of £3,500 from the Grants for
Leisure Budget, but as this amount exceeds the limit of his delegated power to
award, the request is brought to the Executive to seek their approval.

1.4  The Centre's staff and Trustees are working with officers of the City Council to
develop proposals to refurbish the whole of the Centre which is currently falling
behind most other Centres in terms of it's amenity offer, but it is felt unlikely that
sufficient funding could be attracted to replace the present building in one major
project.

1.5  The intention is therefore to phase the re-development utilising the Council's own
annual contribution to the building's maintenance and seeking additional funds
targeted at specific uses e.g. sport, children and young people etc.

1.6  The new ceiling will enhance the aesthetic appeal of the main hall and the matched
funding will come from the County Council and the Centre’s own limited resources.

1.7      The City Council has previously agreed to support the Centre in it’s efforts to
upgrade the building and a motion to this effect was passed at a full Council
meeting on 27th April 2004 (min no C92/04)

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.

2.2 Consultation proposed.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

Members are recommended to approve a grant of £3,500 as requested, to be taken
from the Grants for Leisure budget.
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4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

To respond to the request from Belah Community Centre to enable them to carry
out work to enhance the building in order to attract more users.

5. IMPLICATIONS
• Staffing/Resources –  On-going staff support in assisting the trustees to develop

more detailed plans for future refurbishment of the centre

• Financial –  £3,500 grant aid from existing base budget

• Legal – n/a

• Corporate – n/a

• Risk Management – n/a

• Equality Issues – refurbishment will encourage greater use of the building

• Environmental – n/a

• Crime and Disorder –n/a
 

Updated 5th January 2006
Director of Community Services








