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HELD ON 10 APRIL 2008


IOS.31/08
GREEN TRAVEL PLAN 
There was submitted Minute Excerpt EX.054/08 and report of the Director of Community Services (CS.12/08) on the draft Green Travel Plan.

Following consideration of the report, the Executive had on 17 March 2008 decided:

“1.  That the Green Travel be supported and referred to the City Council with a recommendation that the Plan, as attached to Report CS.12/08, be adopted.

2.  That the Action Plan for 2008/09, attached to the Plan, be endorsed and further detailed reports be submitted to the Executive with financial/policy issues.”

In considering the report, Members raised the following questions and observations:

(a)  In response to a Member’s question, the Head of Environmental Services (Mr Tickner) explained that staff parking charges was a controversial issue, if it was made easy for people to pay and park, the only gain would be financial, but the Green Travel aim was to achieve a change in attitude.

In response to Executive’s recommendation that a representative of the County Council be invited onto the Environmental Working Group, the Environmental Performance Manager (Ms Osborn) added that the County Council Travel Plan Co-ordinator had been invited onto the Environmental Working Group to discuss the work on the travel plan because partnership working would be useful on this issue.

Ms Osborn explained that the next stage was consultation with staff and this would take place through the intranet, news letters and road shows.

(b)  A Member raised concerns over the number of disabled blue badges that were being used by people other than the person that they were issued to.

Mr Tickner responded that several other Authorities parking sections issued the badges instead of social services and there had been a reduction in the number of badges issued.

(c) A Member commented that staff at the hospital had to pay for parking but there had been problems with staff not being able to find a parking space despite paying for one.

(d) Concerns were raised that the Committee was being asked to adopt the Plan but there had been no staff consultation and no detailed financial report.

Mr Tickner explained that each directorate within the Council had a representative on the Environmental Working Group along with a Trade Union representative.  The Environmental Working Group was aware that further detail and options on financial and policy issues were required before staff were consulted.

Ms Osborn added that the Committee was being asked to agree the Green Travel Plan.

The Green Travel Plan was accompanied by a 2008/09 action plan and that Members were being asked to agree those actions.  One of the more difficult actions was that of considering the introduction of car parking charges and Members were being asked to agree that the investigation and consultation with staff, unions and Members on the introduction of car parking charges and the development of a range of options for implementation could go ahead.

(e) What were the timescales for consultation?

Ms Osborn responded that a member of the communications team was on the Environmental Working Group to help work on a Green Travel Plan Communications Strategy.  In response to the action of investigating and consulting on car parking charges, a consultation timetable was in the next stage..

(f) A Member confirmed that the Committee was being asked to approve the Green Travel Plan in principal but that they were awaiting other reports on initiatives in the 2008/09 action that required further information on financial and policy issues such as car parking charges.

Mr Tickner stated that some of the systems should already be in place within the Authority but further information was needed on what staff classed as their terms and conditions.  More details were needed from Human Resources and the Legal Section.

(g)  A Member stated that if public transport was to be encouraged as part of the Plan then there would need to be improvement and Stagecoach should be included in the Plan.

Ms Osborn explained that initial discussions with Stagecoach had taken place but they will be invited to any events regarding the Plan and the possibility of a deal with them on bus fares would be investigated further.

A Member commented that Stagecoach had previously approached the Council with regard to a discount on the mega rider ticket but there had been little interest at the time.

Mr Tickner added that part of the problem at the time was unreliable bus services and not the cost.

A Member added that the timetables were not readily available and sometime missing from shelters, would it be possible to have timetables in the Civic Centre and Bousteads Grassing?

RESOLVED – That the Green Action Plan be endorsed with further detailed reports brought back to this Committee with financial/policy issues.







