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Title:
LOCAL AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT: DETAILED REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT REPORT

Report of:
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY MANAGER
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EPS.01/2005

Summary:

The report provides information on the detailed assessment of local air quality at locations within Carlisle and concludes that it will be necessary for the Council to declare an Air Quality Management Area.

Recommendations:

Members are asked to consider the Detailed Review and Assessment report and agree that it be forwarded to full Council for approval.

Contact Officer:
David Ingham, Environmental Quality Manager
Ext:
7328

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS

1.1.
Introduction
The Environment Act 1995 introduced a new system of local air quality management in the U.K.  It required the Government to publish a National Air Quality Strategy containing air quality objectives for 8 pollutants in order to protect people’s health.

The Act also placed a new legal duty on all Local Authorities in the U.K. to periodically review and assess the current and predicted air quality within their geographical area against the air quality objectives.

Where assessed pollutant levels are found likely to exceed the air quality objectives an Air Quality Management Area must be declared by the Local Authority and an action plan must then be drawn up to address the problem.

1.2. Review and Assessment

The first round of review and assessment was undertaken by Carlisle City Council in 3 stages between 1998 – 2000,

It concluded that pollutant levels within the Council’s geographical area were all expected to meet the air quality objectives and there was no necessity to declare an air quality management area at that time.

The second round of review and assessment commenced in January 2003.  The Council is required to take account of the government’s Local Air Quality Management Guidance when meeting their obligations when undertaking their review and assessments.  Two new guidance notes were published in November 2002 setting out the requirements for the second round of review and assessments, and introduced a new two phased approach to the review and assessment process;  the first stage is an updating and screening assessment, the second is a detailed assessment.

1.3. Updating and Screening Assessment Report
Environmental Protection Services completed its Updating and Screening Assessment (USA) in March 2003 and reported its findings to Executive in April 2003.  The Report was subsequently submitted to DEFRA and was approved without the requirement for any amendment.

The purpose of the USA was to identify matters that had changed since the first round of review and assessment which might lead to a risk of an air quality objective being exceeded.

The USA concluded that there was a risk of exceeding the objectives for particulate matter (PM10) alongside Bridge Street in Caldewgate and that there was a risk of exceeding the annual mean nitrogen dioxide (NO2) objective alongside Bridge Street in Caldewgate and on Scotland Road.

It was therefore deemed necessary to undertake a further detailed assessment at these two localities.

1.4. Detailed Review and Assessment Report
This Report now summarises the results of the second stage detailed review and assessment.

It concludes the following:-

· Current and forward predicted exceedences of the relevant air quality objectives for nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particulates (PM10) have not been identified for Bridge Street, Caldewgate.

· Current and forward predicted exceedences of the annual mean NO2 objective have been identified at locations alongside the A7, which includes Stanwix Bank, Scotland Road and Kingstown Road, due to road traffic emissions.

As a result of the detailed assessment it is recommended that an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) is required for the A7 to include Stanwix Bank, Scotland Road and Kingstown Road.

Once an air quality management area has been declared, the City Council will then have a duty to put together an action plan specifying measures to reduce NO2   concentrations within the area.  This will necessitate working closely with other departments within the City Council and with relevant outside agencies such as the County Council.

This action plan would recognise the proposed construction of the Carlisle Northern Development Route which by effecting a reduction in traffic volume on this road is likely to have a beneficial effect on air quality due to a reduction in road traffic derived air pollutants.
2. CONSULTATION

2.1  The Council is obliged to consult with the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) on the required Detailed Assessment Report and this has been carried out.

The observations of DEFRA are that on the basis of the evidence provided, the conclusions reached are accepted and that at this stage an Air Quality Management Area will be required for nitrogen dioxide.

The Consultation proposed in relation to the declaration of an Air Quality Management Area will be in accordance with statutory provisions of the Environment Act 1995 Schedule 11.  Accordingly the following will be consulted.

· The Secretary of State

· The Environment Agency

· The Highways Authority

· All neighbouring local authorities

· The County Council

· Bodies representing local business interests and other organisation as appropriate.

2.3. Consultation will also take place regarding the Detailed Assessment Report with Corporate Management Team and Joint Management Team.

2.4. The Detailed Assessment Report was considered by Members of Community Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 6th January 2005.

The Committees observations are detailed on the attached minute excerpt.

3. RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1. That Members consider the report and agree that it be forwarded to Council for approval.

4. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1. To ensure compliance with Council constitution and with Government requirements regarding local air quality management.

5. IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources –  Existing

· Financial –   Funding within existing budgets will continue to be required for air quality monitoring.

· Legal –  The Council is under legal obligation to carry out Local Air Quality Assessment and Management.

· Corporate –  The Council is required to carry out the Detailed Assessment and act on its findings.

· Risk Management –  Failing to meet the Government requirements would be a reputation risk to the Council.

· Equality Issues – Nil

· Environmental – Assessment of local air quality is an important part of the Council’s objectives to maintain a healthy environment.

· Crime and Disorder – Nil.

· Impact on Customers – Nil.
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