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Summary:

The report sets out the background to proposals to bid for World Heritage Site Status for the Lake District.  The support of the City Council has been requested.

Recommendations:

That the Executive considers whether to offer formal support for World Heritage Site inscription for the Lake District.

Contact Officer:
Catherine Elliot
Ext:
7502

1.0
BACKGROUND INFORMATION AND OPTIONS
1.1
The World Heritage Site Steering Group has been working for some time to establish whether there is a case for inscription of the Lake District as a World Heritage Site.  A bid made in the 1980s was deferred because the area’s special combination of the works of nature and man could not at that time be accommodated in the existing World Heritage Site categories.  The criteria have now been amended and there is a new category of Cultural Landscape, which fits more closely the Lake District’s characteristics.

1.2
The UK government can submit only two sites per year.  The government has now advised of its intention to review the Tentative List (on which the Lake District remains) next year.  There is pressure from a number of new sites in the UK to be included.  If a site has been on the list, but is taking no action to progress its bid at the time of review, it will be struck off.  So this is probably the last chance for some considerable time for the Lake District to be considered.

1.3
The next slot for a UK bid is in 2008.  A proposal would need to be with the government (DCMS) by February 2008.  A World Heritage Site partnership would have to be in place and support from local partners and communities demonstrated.


Work Done So Far

1.4
Work has already been done, particularly by The Forest Authority, National Trust and Lake District National Park Authority, analysing data and proposing a core boundary and buffer zone for the World Heritage Site based on statistical information.  These organisations consider that the Lake District stands a very good chance of meeting the criteria for inscription on the basis of the information gathered to date.

1.5
In earlier stakeholder discussions, questions had been asked about the economic impacts, positive or negative, that inscription could bring and also the likelihood of tougher planning restrictions.  On the former, NWDA had commissioned work from ERM consultants, which said a technical case could be made but the economic benefits were not yet proven and would be difficult to quantify.  On the latter, LDNPA confirmed that inscription brought no additional statutory controls but the new status would be a key material consideration.  In this it could help to raise the quality of what was built, but development proposals would continue to be assessed against the existing Lake District management plan.

Work Still to Do

1.6
Advice had been taken from Liverpool on their experience in making a bid and a cost of £350,000 estimated.  There is much documentation to be prepared, further statistical evidence to gather and wide consultation to be done.

1.7
A WHS Steering Group is needed and a lead agency, also a dedicated staff team.


The Debate

1.8
A meeting of stakeholders in October, chaired by Lord Clark of Windermere, led to debate on the advantages and disadvantages of inscription as well as issues about the bidding process.  Stakeholders requested more information.  They also required an assurance that local communities and businesses were informed and involved and given the opportunity to have their views heard.

1.9
There is a view that World Heritage Site status would be important for the whole of Cumbria.  It would raise its profile nationally and internationally and would link into and complement a wide range of initiatives including Carlisle Renaissance.  It would add to the critical mass of ‘good things’ in Cumbria, which would then have the benefit of two World Heritage Sites within its boundaries.

1.10
However, concern remains that development would be stifled and that there would be a presumption against new housing or business development.  In response, the meeting was advised that a primary aim of inscription should be to achieve a balanced, sustainable, living and working Lake District whilst maintaining high environmental and cultural quality.  Priorities such as affordable housing, sustainable hill farming and viable, growing businesses would remain otherwise the Lake District would not have a future.

1.11
The management plan therefore needs to demonstrate that there will be encouragement of sensitive development to enhance the economy.

1.12
The meeting concluded that a decision could not be made then, but that a bid be progressed in a staged manner.  English Heritage was asked to develop some early elements of the work required.  Some work would also be done on the management structure for making the bid and the Technical Group will carry on.  A Communications Strategy is being prepared and indeed the bid will have to demonstrate community involvement and support for it to stand any chance of success.  Some partners offered some resource to help with this next stage.  Those present were asked to get the formal views of their organisations.  Some additional information is being prepared and notification has now been received of a further meeting, convened for 27th January, to decide whether to progress to the next stage.

1.13
The City Council therefore needs to take a view on the principle of making a bid for World Heritage Site inscription and make any comments on its role in the bidding process.

2.0
CONSULTATION

2.1 Consultation to Date.
The City Council is a consultee.

2.2 Consultation proposed.
None

3.0
RECOMMENDATIONS
3.1
That the Executive considers whether to offer formal support for World Heritage Site inscription for the Lake District.

4.0
REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS
4.1
To enable a response to be made to the World Heritage site Steering Group 

5.0
IMPLICATIONS

· Staffing/Resources – 
There may be implications depending on the contribution 



the City Council wishes to make.

· Financial – 

· Legal – 

· Corporate – 

The City Council operates within the Cumbria sub region 



and will have regard for the wider benefits for Cumbria.

· Risk Management – 
n/a

· Equality Issues – 
n/a

· Environmental – 

n/a for Carlisle

· Crime and Disorder –
 n/a

· Impact on Customers – n/a for Carlisle
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